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Amendment put end pased; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
B4ill reported with amendments.

BILL-MARRIED WOMEN'S
PROTECTION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed fromt the previous day.

R~on. 3. EWING (South-West) [6.6): 1
have perused the Bill carefully and I must
congratulate the Government on having in-
troduced it. The measure, it appears to me,
will have a beneficial effect so far as women
arc concerned.

Question put and passed.

ll read a second time.

III Committee.
Eon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister

for Education in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2, 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-Constitution of court:
Hion. A. LODVEKIN: Clause 12 makes pro-

vision for a special magistrate to vary or
discharge -n order and it would be wise to
provide for a special magistrate as well as
a police or resident magistrate in this in-
stance. I move an amendment-

That in line 3 "or" be struck out and
after "resident"' the words "or special"
be inserted.

Amendment put aind passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5 to Il-agreed to.
Clause 12-Special magistrate may vary or

discharge order.
Rion. A. LOVEKIN: I consider thi a

very necessary and much-required Bill. Clause
12 creates almost a new departure in that it
allows the same court to re-hear a case. This
can be done uinder the State Children's Act
and it has proved aL very useful provision.

Progress reported.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

1. Dairy Industry.
2. Geraldtoa Racecourse.

Received from the Assembly.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.mn.
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The SPEAKER too-k the Chair at 4.30
pan., anl rend prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.
Message front the Lieut.-Governor received

and read notifying assent to the Supply Bill
(1No. 2), £1650,000.

QUESTIO-N-ART UNIONS AND LOT-
TERIES.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that a decision has been ar-
rived at by Cabinet with regard to the privil-
eges of art unions and lotteries! If so, will
he state the nature of such decision? 2, Has
a distinction been made between churches and
racing clubs in favour of the former? 3, If
so, how does he justify suchi distinction in
view of the fact that the former stands for
condemnation of the practice whilst the lat-
ter constantly endorses it?

The PREMTIER replied: 1, Yes, raffle;,
sweeps, and art unions which are held in aid
of charitable and other worthy objects with
the approval and support of a large section
of the public are being permitted, as it -was
considered if they were entirely suppressed it
would mean the closing of many channels ot
benevolence and departing from a rule fol-
lowedl by previous Governments. 2, It is not
considered racing clubs come within the scope
of charitable objects, nor yet are they an
object for benevolence. .3, Answered by Nos.
I and 2.
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QUESTION-GROUP SETTLERS, DE-
LAYS IN TRANSPORT.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that there has been considerable
delay and erpeas;e has been impoced upon
group settlers by failnre in transport to con-
vey wives, families, furniture, and personal
effects from Busselton to the groups? 2, Is
he aware that in consequence settk~rs. bare
been compelled to go into debt to defray such
exp~ensesl 3, Does he propose to recoup set-
tlers for much expenses?

The PREMTIER replied: There has been
some delay and possibly a little expense, but
the department are not aware of au) consid-
erable amtount. further, field assistance has
been provided to enable improvement of
transport Organisation. Group qettlerdA receive
uttCl more assistance iii this direction than
ordinary selectors. 2, No. 3, Answered by
(1) and (2).

QE ESTLON-NORTH-WEST SIP PING
SE RVICE.

Mr. -McCALLUFE asked the Premier: Is it
a fact that the State Government have agreed
to a private shipping company running a
vessel on the North-West coast and that such
vessel is to be manned by coloured laboair?

The PREMWIER replied: This is a Federal
matter, but the Govertnnent supported the
running of another boat on the coast for ons-
sengers, cargo, and cattle.

QUESTION - PRIMARY PRODUCERS'
ASSOCIATION AND 911 E GOVERN-
MENT-

Mr. MCCALLUM asked the Premier: 1,
Hare Mr. Colebatch and Mr. George been
second and third senior membors respectively
of the Cabinet siic his Goverwoient was
formed in Jane, 1010? 2, Is it a fact that
the executive of the Primary Producers' As-
sociation subsequent to their confereiwe held
in August made it demand that a Mfinister
representing their association be0 appmointed
setond senior mnenmber of the Cabinet? 3, Is
the announcement correct which appears in
Tuesday's '"West Australian,' altei lag the
order of precedence, which disrates the 'Min-
ister for Education and the 'Minister for
Works and makes the Minister for Agriculture
their senior?

The PREMTIER. replied: 1, 2, and 3, The
whole matter has already been mnade -public,
and there is no further information to give.

QUESTION-MABLE CASE.
Mr. HARRISON\ (for M.Nr. .Johnston) asked

the Premier: 1, What action has been taken
by the Government to give effect to the re-
solution of the House (carried at the instatir'
of the preseot Colonial Secretary) in regard
to an adequate compassionate allowance lor
MJr. Thomas Mfable? 2t wllit amount has
been offered to Mr. lMable? 2, What amolut

was claimed by him in his action against the
Crown in thle Supreme Court? 4, Was Mr.
lMable 'a claim exclusive of the value of his
fire years' labour on his farm? 5, Does the
claimn similarly exclude compensation for his
five years' illegal detention in the Claremont
Asylunm? 0, Will the Goverment mike a hill
statement of their intentions in this matteri

The PREMIER replied: 1, The matter ih
tinder consideration. 2, £E100. 3, £2,710 s.
.M., 1p1u1 (a) allowance for fire years' work
on farm; (b) interest on capital inrested in
farm; (c) allowancee for each of five years'
dt-tenition at thle asylum. (4 andt 5, Answeredl
by No. 3. 6, Yes.

QJUESTION-LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT BELL.

Alleged reflection on Parliament.

('apt. CARTER asked the Premier. 1, Has
his attention been drawn to the followving
statemient appearinig over the name of Mr
Jas. )father in Monday'a ''Daily News'':-
''Had hie (Archbishop Riley) been in thc
gal1leries of the Assembly dnring the past
four weeks, when the Licensing Act Amend,
menit Bill was being considered and seer
hLOW the liquor interests from the Speaker'I
gallery controlled Parliament, be Would ao01
have held the above opinion, 'That Parlia
mueat wishes to do what is right' ''f 2
What action does hie contemplate taking ti
protect Parliament from suich mnalicious an
unfounded statements?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Th4
matter has been referred to the Solicitoi
G-eneral for advice.

RETURN-URDES, EXPORT.
On, moclion by 'Mr. 'MANN, Ordered-

That a return he laidh upon the Table of th
Hfouse showing:-1, The number of ship
nients of hides from Wyndham to London

2,The nulmber of hides in each shipmentl
3, The price per lb. fob. Wyndham. 4, Th
price per lb. and the number sold lanidei
weights London,. 5, The number sent OnL con
sigumleat. G, The not price pLer lb. realissi
for the latter after dvducting all expenses a
transport from Western Australia to LotQ

don1.

RETUR-N-N ORTH -WEST, ASSETS,
REVEN-UE, ETC,.

Mr. DUTIACK (Kimberley) £4.401I
move-

That a return be laid upon the' Tab]
of the House showinig-i, The value o
all assets belonging to the State, in tha
portion of the State North of 26t!
parallel of South Latitude, standing i
the Government records at the 30th 3cmt
1921, 2, The reserve, by way of depreels
tion and sinking fund against the cost o
these assets, if any, and the amount.
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The amount of depreciation and sinking
fund so provided for, if any, allowed for
in valuation of assets as per No. 1. 4,
The total revenue derived by the State
from all sources in that portion of the
State North of 26th parallel of South
Latitude for the ten years ended 30th
June, 1921. 5, The revenue derived in
the two years ended 30th June, 1921. 6,
The cost of upkeep, working expenses,
cost of collection of revenue, and all other
revenue expenditure for the ten years
ended 30th June, 1921.

My object in mioving this motion is to find
out what our position is with respect to the
NVorth-West.

Mr. Harrison: Do you want a new State
thiere?

Mr. DURACK: The Motion may lead up
to that point. There was a conference held
in Albury on the 51h July last of representa-
tives of the New States movement. In the
proceedings of that conference as published in
the ''Age,'' there appeared a telegram from
Carnarvon, which practically commits the pee-,
pie there to the new States movement. Before
we, however, bind ourselves to any, proposi-
tion we want to know where we are. The
New States movement is growing and becomn-
ing stronger and more pronounced each day.
That is evidenced by Mr. Hughes in his speech
published in this morning's paper, wherein
he makes reference to the growing desire on
the part of people for smaller States in
order that they may control their own areas.

Mr. Marshall: There is an election coming
on.

Ifr. DURACK: The telegram from Carnar-
von to which I have referred reads as fol-
lows--

The supporters of the New States move-
ment in the North-West of Australia wish
best success to the All-Australia New
States conference in their endeavour to
formulate a workable scheme to bring about
the subdivision of the large areas of the
present States, which they are satisfied is
essential in the task of developing and popu-
lating Australia. North-West Australians
are labouring uinder particularly great disa-
bilities through being governed by South-
erners, whose outlook and interests are
Southern and metropolitan. Our isolation

-from the seat of Government aggravates
the disabilities which all country districts
in large States necessarily suffer.

The telegram is a long one and concludes as
follows-

Amongst many of those who favour sub-
division, however, there is a fear that it is
practically impossible of realisation. We
erpact the Albury conference to dispel that
idea, and to give a new stimulus to the
movement here and throughout Australia.

We talk about the potentialities of the great
North-West, but we often talk in platitudes.
If it is a great North-West, we should estab-

-lish its greatness. It may be great in the
immensity of its area, but it has not a great

population. If it is great, and possesses the
resources to make it even greater, we should
take steps to have more money spent there in
order to bring this about. Before committing
ourselves to the New States policy we should
know where we stand. This movement is not
at novel one, anad to some extent is contemt-
plated tinder our present Constitution. Sca-
tion 63 of the Constitution Act (Part VI.,
Financial) says-

Whenever any portion of the colony is
about to be separated therefrom the Lords
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury
mar, it' requested by the Governor-in-Coun-
c-il on report and accounts furnished by him,
declare w-hat portion of the public debt of
the Colony has been expended within the
territory about to be separated, and the
interest and sinking fund, if any, upon the
portion of the public debt mentioned in ny
such declaration shall be a reserved charge
payahle to the Government of Western
Australia by the Government of the separ-
ated territory, and due provision for such
reserved charge shall be made in any Act
regulating the Constitutioa of the separated
territory. Provided always that nothing
herein contained, and no declaration or pro-
vision as aforesaid, shall in any way pre-
indic or affect the security of any deben-
tores which may have been issued by the
Government of Western Australia before
the separation of any such territory.

Tf we are to become a separate State in the
North, we shall have to carry out certain re-
spomsiilitics. The policy of the Country
Party to which I have the honour to belong
means that we are practically committed to
the new State movement.

.Mr. Underwood: Do you call it an honour?
.%r. DURACK: Certainly.
Mr. Hlarrison: We are not pledged to the

.smaller State movement in this State.
Mr. DURACK: I will not say we are corn-

initted to it, but the principle has been af-
firmed.

Mr. Harrison: In the Comnmonwealth9!
Mr. DURACK: No, in this State. I think

it was decided at our last conference.
'Mr. Underwood: Your conference decides

these questions!
Mr. DUBACK: Some time ago an

attempt was made to get out a return of this
nature, but it was put aside, as more important
matters were pressing at that juncture. This
is an important question and we are entitled to
fid out our position. A lot of figures regard-
ing Government assistance in the North-West
were prepared by the Under Treasurer when
lie was attempting to get out the return to
which I have already referred. I will not
deal with the figures in detail, but I will draw
attention to the statement to show that it
sets out that the Government have spent in 10
years on public works in the North-West in-
cluding hospitals, buildings, police quarters,
and so bn, but not including jetties, about
S.1.230,000. The assets or profis derived by
private companies and trading companies in
the North-West have been set down at about
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£1,000,000. 1 do not know what taxation
would be necessary, but I presume it would be
about 2s. 6d. in the pound, which would mean
a return to the State of about £120,000,
representing the taxation that comes an-
nually from the North. When we ask for
the expenditure in the North- West, wre are
told that money is not available. Possibly
that mnoney is not available, but if we are
providing more revenue than is being ex-
pended in the North-West, we are entitled to
ask for that increased expenditure. We are
entitled to ask for this return.

Hon. P. Collier:. This return "ill take
more revenue to get it out than you have
paid in during the last 10 years.

Mrt. DURACK: If that i-', so, I think we
are talking in platitudes when we refer to the
great po!-sibilities of the North-West. If that
is true, we must pursue some other policy. We
are entitled to know what our position is. We
should know what we have to face. That in-
formation would be required b3y ani ordinaryv
business concern. We must look around and
see ii hether we cannot introduce some better
system, if the North represents a losing pro-
position.

Hion. T. Walker: The Leader of the Op-
position did not say it was a losing pro-
poeition.

lion. P. Collier: I did not say anything to
indicate that,

Mr. DIJRACK: The Leader of the Op-
position led mec to Conclude from his re-
marks that we were not getting anything out
of it.

lion. P. Collier: I said this return would
cost . more than you have paid in to the
Treasury.

Mr. Underwood: Yes, during the last 10
years.

'Mr. DURACK: We hear a lot about the
wonderful possibilities ahead of us in the
North-West. The New States movement is corn-
ig to the fore, and before we consider that

aspect we 6wnt to know where we stand and
whether we can meet our responsibilities. For
that reason, I suibmit the motion to the House.

On motion byy the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Dairy Industry.
2, Oeraldton Racecourse.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

IB]LL-DAUVY CATTLE IMPROVE'MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-PERTH MARKETS.

Second reading.

Debaxte r-n.-med from the 5th October.

Mr. UNXDERWOOD (Pilbara) I'51
hanve not inth to say ro~parding the Hill. 1

hiave been convinced for many years past, that
we require better marketing facilities than
we have at present. I am not agreeing with
all the clauses in the Bill.

Mr. Harrison: I should think not.
Mr, UNDERWOOD: There are mnany

clauses with which I disagree, but at the
samec time I recognise that what is most re-
quired ii' Perth, and I think also in Fre-
mantle, are open marketR. I have travelled
round the country recently as a member of a
select committee. I have also travelled round4
the country previously, andl uMerever one
meets growers of fruit and vegetables, one
finds those persons have great difficulty ini
marketing their produce. We find that the
producer or grower gets very little for his
produce, yet thme consumer has to pay reas-on-
ably high prices for that produce.

Mr. Harrison: More than reasonably highb
prices.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I agree with that,
too. In my opinion, we would remedy that
position to a great extent boy establishing
open markets in Perth, which is the only
capital city in Australia that has not open
markets for the disposal of produce of that
description. From my experience of Mel-
bourne and to a more limited extent, of Syd-
ney, I am) convinced that by means of open
markets the producer gets nearer to the con-
surner, and somne of the middle men and comn-
mission agents are cut out. When it comes to
a question as to who is to be in charge of
those markets, I am convinced that the best
people to look after them, are the representa-
tives of the city or tme area which is to be
served.

Mr. A. Thomson: What about thme pro-
ducers being represented?

'Mr. UNDERWOOD: That i-3 a matter for
the Committee. I do not know that the qimes-
tion of the producers being represented on the
body controlling the markets-, has ever arisen
in connection with the Melbourne establish-
mient, yet they are the best in Australia.
They are managed by the 'Melbourne City
Council. I know of no one else who could
manage them better. I hare always held the
opinion that this is not a question for toe
Government nor one that affects outside coun-
try centres, such as Northam or Kellerberrin,
for instance. It affects only the people of
the metropolitan area who, consume the pro-
duce and those who grow it.

Mr. Harrison: You must not forget the
latter.

Mr. ULTNDERWOOD: Whatever may be in
the Bill, I am convinced that the best people
to run the markets are to be found in the
city Council. We have heard something
about impossible and incompetent bumbles. I
have heard a great deal and rend a great deal
about incmenpetent Parliamentarians. I have
never considered that that criticism was quite
correct. As a matter of fact, there is a tend-
ency appenreut in the British race to have a
!rafety valve, ndu it seems to be a right to
abuse public men. It is not so mnuch that the
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public mn are wroug; it is a safety valve
through which dyspeptic people can blow off.

The Minister for Agriculture: Cannibal-
istic.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It is more a question
of digestion. Those people speak about pub-
lie men and criticise them, and call them in-
competent bumbles-they call Parliamentari-
ans worse than that. 'It is purely a question
of digestion.

The Premier: It is a fair exchange, any-
how.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The food those people
consume turns sour in the stomach and they
hove to blow off that sourness oin somebody.
Whea we consider the proposition as to who
shall run the markets, the people who are
producing the material and those who con-
sume it are concerned. The people of Marble
Bar, however, arc not concerned in the con-
(]net of markets in Perth. It is the people of
Perth who should be interested, amid when I
speak of the people of Perth, T speak of those
whom we have elected to represent us. There
are some complications with regard to the
position as to where these markets shall be
situated. A previous Government resumned
land, and in iny opinion that land was re-
stimed in the right place for the building of
markets. The City Council offered to take
that land front the Government and build
markets there, and take all the responsibility
of paying. I an' of the opinion they should
have been allowed to do so. If we can amend
the Bill in Committee to bring about the es-
tablishiment of markets, and provide that the
Government shall lose no money, while the
markets are situated in as convenient a plne
as possible, then I see no reason whatever
why the House should object to the Bill.

Mr. MeCALLUM (South Fremantle) [.3.5]:
If the Bill becomes lan- the only alteration
that I can see that will be effected On exist-
ing Conditions is that the City Council will
erect buildings in Which the marketing will
be, done, instead of, as is the case at the pre-
sent time, ifl premises that are privately
o wned.

Mir. Mann:- And scattered all over the
place.

3Mr. McCALLUM: I cannot see how it can
be argued that the Bill will have the effect
of bringing the producer and consumer closer-
together. The only difference will be that
the City Council will erect premises and they,
will allot spaces to the different firms aad
auctioneers, and business will be conducted
tinder one root instead of in various parts of
the city.

MNr. 'Manni: There will be spaces to which
the producer can take lisa goods and sell them
direct to the consumer.

Mr. McCAILLUM: The producer now has
thait opportunity in premises of his own in
the city-. But tinder the Bill, ins9tead of hav-
ing prenises of his own, he xviii lease theta
from the City Council. So, how can it be
argued that the Bill will bring the producer
and consumer closer togethier?

Mr. Mann: Have you seea the system in
the Victoria markets, Melbourne?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes, aad in Adelaide.
The Adelaide system is entirely different
fromt that which is proposed under the Bill.
The Victoria markets are practically deserted.

The Prenmier: Not the Eastern markets.
'Mr. 'McCALL 113: The markets at North

Melbourne. I have two other objections to
the Bill going through, and the first is onr
account of the manner in which this august
body, tho City Council, have carried out the
functions that are already theirs. Conse-
quently, I do not favour giving extended
powers to this or any other local governing
body unless the franchise is considerably
democratised, and those local bodies are made
mote representative of the people than is the
case ta-day. If the City Council are to be
entrusted with wider powers, if they are to
be given authority to deal with matters such
as are contained in the Bill, it is right that
we should inquire into their existing powers.
If we want to see a monument of the inca-
pacity of the City Council, we have only to look
around. Nature has been very kind to the city
of Perth and its surroundings, but the City
Council have absolutely defaced nature. In-
stead of benefiting by the mistakes made in
the older cities of Australia, they have fol-
lowed the worst examples set by those older
cities. In Perth we are reproducing slums,
which, in a few years'I time, will equal those
to be found in older citiis elsewhere. Perth
is the last of the Australian capitals to be
developed, and yet it lias fewer parks and
fewer greens, open spaces and playgrounds
than any other city in the Commonwealth.
The reserves which the City Council now
t-ossess it is suggested should be disposed of.
Proposals have been submitted to the muni-
cipal authorities for building on the reserves.

Hon. P. Cllier: And they have decided on
that too.

Mr. MeCALLUM: What have the muni-
cipal people done to make the city beautiful,
and one that the citizens might be proud of?
They talk glibly about ''the city beautiful,''
and that is the end of it. Look at the state
of the roads and footpaths, not only the by-
ways but the main streets. In fact where-
ever one goes hie will find monuments of in-
capacity. As to the business side of the
undertakings they control, how have they
treated the taxpayers? We need only in-
stance the manner in which they hare handled
the disposal of electric current.

Mr. Mann: In a very business-like way.
Mr. MeCALLUM: I will give one or two

instances to show the business-like way in
which they have dealt with this trading con-
cern. It is here that we fiad disgraceful pro-
fiteering.

Hon. P. Collier: Their profiteering is the
very acme of business.

Mr. eCALUM:We find thtcurrent
which they purchased from the Government for
£29,000 was sold to consumers for £134,000.
On that £29,000 purchase they made a profit
on the year's transaction, after charging up
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all legitimante and imaginary costs, of over
£E40,000,

TPho Premier: 'What do you mean by im-
aginary costs?

Mr.1 cCALbUM:- Costs that should not
he a legitimate charge against tile concern.
They debited everything they could possibly
imagine to try to reduce the figures, until
they could not possibly charge up anything
else. And yet they showed a profit on the
year of £40,000. Jf we go out of the City
Council's boundary, say Subiuco, we can
get current much cheaper titan in Perth.
Even at Kalamnunda it can be purchased at
a third the pice it costs in Perth. Yet this
middleman, the City Council, tomes in and
levies a huge toll. Although thle current is
produced and used within the city boundary,
the City Council come in and declare that
they will collect their dividend out of it.

',%r. MIanin: You are forgetting what they
spent in buying out the old company.

'%r. MeCALLU.M: That is all allowed for,
and yet they make a profit of £C40,000 in
the year. They say they are going to insist
on being the middlemen, and by the profits
that they have made it is clear that they
are not reLpreseuting the people. Australia
is now, I believe, the one and only country
on earth which has retained plural voting
in connection with municipal government.
I do not think there is another country out-
side Australia where that prevails. In
Perth one individuhit has as many as six
votes.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : No, four is the
maximum.

Mfr. MefCALLUM.% : Well, four is high
enough. Four votes to another man's one,
and yet thle peopile who support that plural
system are the same people who go outside
and say that proportiontely there are more
Australians who own their homes than. any-
one else in any other part of the world, If
that argument is right there is less reason
for plural voting in Australia, and yet Aus-
tralia is the one country that has stuck to
the system.

ROn, W. C. Ang-win: Only a portion of
Australia; it has been abolished in Sydney.

.Ur. '.&CALLUM: Yes, and in Brisbane.
It is obvious why it is retained here; it is
because they are able to use a business con-
cern like that for supplying electric current
to all property owners to permit those
property owners in the main street to avoid
carrying their fair share of taxation. No
Nvonder it is desired that the sysitemt shall
continue, amid that every little cottage shall
be made to pay more than its full share.
The City Council are levying an unfair tar
on every industry within the city bound-
aries. The factories have to pay a heavy
tax in order that the proprietors of city
property with their four votes9 may dodge
their fair proportion of taxation.

M1r. Mann: YOU are not justified in sayr-
ing that.

M1%r. 31cC "'ALLUM: it is done for the per-
pose I have stated. If the lion. member

wvants further proof let hit read the appeal
wiade by the Mlayor of Perth to the
residents of North Perth In opposition to
their declared intention to poll out from
Greater Perth. He said to those people,
''We are goiag to get the right to run a
tramway to North Beach and We shall later
be able to run the city without any taxation
at all. " It is his intention to tax the
people through other channels so that the
big land owners salal escape. Those are in
effett his actual words8. Now they want to
say not only to the citizens of Perth, but
to the producers and consumeis from one
end of the country to the other, that every
article sent into the city of Perth must
pay toll. Thtey want to say to the market
gardenuers of Spent-wood, to the producers
in thte wheat belt and the fruitgrowors of
the South-West, that every pound's worth
of produce vcat to the city for sale must
hear a tax before it can reach the consumer.
The City Council will extract its pound of
'fesh.

The Premier: They can go to the con-
sumer direct

Hll. W. C. Angwin: -Not under this Bill.
M-Nr. MeCALLUI . 'it is questionable

whether a truck of chaff sent to flunbury
from Not-tham would not be levied upon
in the same way.

Mt-. Mann IV This applies to produce
comi.ng in for sale.

Mr. ldeCALLUME: That would be for sale.
The Prenier: It would be sold direct.
Mr. MeGALLUM: Is there any reason

why producers in my district or in any 4s-
trit-t outside the city of Perth should pay
toll to the City Council? Why should tile
fruirgrowera or market gardeners of my dis-
trict who do a great deal of business in the
city, be asked to relieve the big property
holders of Hay-street of their taxation?
'Why should the fruitgrowers of Bridgetown
or thle wheat growers in the wheat belt be
asked to dt) liltewisel Why should people
outside the city of Perth be asked to relieve
these people of the share of taxration they
should rightly hear? The City Council want
the same right over the food supplies of the
people that they are now exercising over
the electricity supply. Let me mention
another point in connection with the
electricity supply to indicate what a
profiteering concern thle City Council arc.
Wh~n the chnngc-os'er from the direct to the
alternating current was effected, the City
('ounc4il gave anl LUndrtking to the citizens
thalt they would supply now globes free of coit.
They hought 120,000 globes for a shade over
is. eachl. Then the-y sold them for Is% 9d.
to the agent who imports them, and the ng'nt
retailed them to the people at 2s. 6d.

Mr. I'ickering: That is what they call giv-
bug.

MNr. 'McCALLUM:f Yes, and inl order to
dodjge their rpoihiythey had the cur-
rent raiod gradually so that all the gloh~ls
would not blow out at once, hut would !zrad-
unlly wear out. By7 these means they avoided
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a public outcry and the possibility of a crowd
ot people assefibling outside their offices one
morning and asking for new globes. That is
an example of the profiteering methods of t'he
City Council.

Mr, Marshall: Direct sabotage.
M r. NItCALLUM: Yes, absolutely.
The 'Minister for Mines: They ought to hie

cAled upon to disgorge.
.1.r. MtCALLUM: There is no doubt abaut.

that. I am not prepared to give another
nmonopoly to a hotly who have acted towards
rhe citizens like that in connection with a
monopoly they already hold. Where would
the producers and consumers of this country
be it tine City Council hod a monopoly of tine
mnarkets? It would be a poor look out for
both producers and consunmers if this Bilt were
passed.

Mr. -Mann: You do not suggest that markets
are not necessary?I

Mr. MeCALLUM: No,' but I havec never
heard of such a cheeky proposition as is eon-
tamued iii this Bill.-

Mr. 'Mann: You can amend it.
Air. _McCALLUM: It is up to the House

to teach the City Council that they must not
pitllip Muilelkn outrageous proposition and ask
f or su~h outrageous powers and then Suggest
that the Motise should amend their proposnls.
We should tell the city Council to pot up a
reasonable proposal first and not send down
stIch -n unreasoahle proposition as thiis, re-
lying on Parlinnient to knock it into shape.
We should reject this measure on the seetndn
reading and teach thne council to put up some-
thing r easonable.

Mr. A. Thou son: Thne City Concil are evi-
dently satisfied with it. They do not want it
knocked into shape.

lon. P. Collier: In their mninds it is per-
fection itself.

Mr. MnGALLiUM: I hesitate to believe that
tren the City Counc-il ior a moment expected
to get such a Bill passed. Notwithstanding
dictionaries, notwithstanding ordinary trade
custom and all thne learned interpretations
since timne immemorial, the 'City Council pro-
pose to reserve to themselves thle right to say
what is mierchandise, and their decision will
be final. Fancy asking Parliament to agree
to that. The member for Perthn says we c-an
knockr it into shape, There is to he o limit
as to the charges to he imposed in respect to
certain space, and the interpretation of what
is m~erchandise is to be left to this most sug-
last body to determineL.

Hon. P. Collier: They hare been watching
for years for an unsophisticated mtember to
come along and the member for Perth fell
right in. For years they have been trying to
get this Rill in.

Mr. 'McCALLL'M: In stead of giving the
City Council new powers, we should examine
the powers they have. Their action over the
electric. light globes is a scandal and should
not be pntrnittced to countinue.

The Minister for M.%ines: We are examining
that.

Mr. MrCALLL'M: I hope some action will
be taken as a result of the exannination. We

are asked to hand over the control of market-
lug so that the City Council may levy taxation
on practically every article sold for consump-
tion in the city. The City Council will be
muiddleen. Instead of bringing the producer
and consumer closer together we are to drift
hack to thne dlark ages when one could not use a
road, bridge or footpath without payingy a
toll, Talk about this Bill being something
new or advanced! Why it is a reversion to
a system whidh has become discredited in the
oldest country in the world.

Mr. Man ii: Do not you pay a toll in all
innrk eta?

Mr. Mec'CALIUMI: ft is not even suggested
that there should be any limit to the charges
to he imposed. The Council can charge hay-
: thing they like, and the toll must be paid
before the goods are delivered. There is only
one good feature in the Bill and that is it is
not proposed to prevent markets being shifte-l
out of the city boundaries into one of the
suburbs. There would be nothing to prevent
the Subiaeo Counctil setting Up markets and
dodging the toll. That is the only good fea-
ture of the Bill. It. is a wonder the CJity
Council did not ask for control over a radlius
of 20 iniles fronm the Town Hall, but they
have been modest to that extent. However,
they have gone so far as to suggest declaring
that the City of Perth shall he the metropoli-
tant area. Within that there is to be no limit
if Parliamntet is foolish enough to give them
these powers. Instead of listening to any ap-
peals to redraft the Bill or refer it to a select
*'oinittee-

Hoic. P. Collier: That is an impudent sug-
gestion.

Mr. MeCALLUM: 'We should tell the City
Council that their action in putting up such a
Bill warrants for it one fate and that is to
jia the measure out on thne second rending.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [5.231: Dur-
ing my remarks on the Ad dress-in -reply I
referred to this Bill which I knew at that
time was coming forward. While I agree in
the main with what the previous speaker has
said, it has been my lot, in common with
every othner citizen of Perth, to suffer many
disabilities, the blame for which I think might
he, largely laid at the door of the City Council
on account of the policy they have adopted.
On the other hand, all of us agree that any-
thing Which Means a betterment of the mar-
keting system should lhe encouraged. I go so
far as to say that in the main principle of
dIrawing all our marketing into the one area,
this Bill is a good one, hut I canniot say it is
a good one in any other respect. It has been
my priv-ilege with other members of this
Chamber onl two or three occasions to confer
with the markects comnmittee of the City Coun-
cil' at their invitation, and] it has struck me
thai the whole attitude of the council has
been one of end eavouring to draw a blind
over the eyes of meumbers who hnave a perfect
right to he interested in the Bill. They have
not been frank, arid this Bill is an indication
that they think their bluff is going to carry
theta to the extent of getting thle Bill pass;ed
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aw least partially in its present form; or else
tie City Council have some idea which I can-
not fathom. There is a saying tbat if one
aims at a star he nmiglit hit a tree. Probably
the City Council have asked for these mono-
polistic powers in the hope of getting one or
seone of them. If the House considers the
Bill. I hope members will keep in mind the
fact that there is a great and clamant need
fur the centralisation of all produce in one
market. Members while working on a select
committee from this Chamber recently
came across fresh evidence of the need
for a better marketing system. That evi-
dence is minifested wheroier producers
are gathered. It has been made ap-
parent in my own district where tho
major part of the vegetables consuned in
the city are produced. The growers would
welcome some system which would better the
conditions, but with the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. McCallunm), I fail to see how
the conditions will be greatly improved under
the arrangements the City Coun ell have be-
gun to make. Nothing is said in the Bill re-
garding the site, but I want to inform the
House that the site of the proposed markets
has already been fixed. A large area of land,
which the City Council consider necessary,
has already been resumed. To my knowledge
there has been no reference of the matter to
the ratepayers, but many thousands of pounds
-how many I was unable to ascertain, a0-
though I asked the question-have been spent
on valuable city property in East Perth, with
the idea of establishing markets on the other
side of the bottle-neck formed by thelleaufort-
street bridge. I was interested in a deputa-
tion which waited on the works ioemmittee on
the questiun of the site. I wish to point
this out as a further illustration of what the
member for South Premantle has tried to
prove, namely the incompetency of the City
Council in handling business propositions.
At the present time three sites have been
suggested. Over a period of years there have
be-en various reports sent forward by enein-
eering authorities. Members will recollect
the reservation of the area running as far as
the West Perth station from the present
goods assembling yards in Melbourne-road,
and the surveying of them as a site for pro-
spective markets. On the other side of the
West Perth area, there is site No. 2 which at
the present time is a big open space not being
used, but which engineers have placed in the
category of desirable sites as No. 2, the Mar-
quis-street site being easily No. I and the
nmost preferable from every point of view.
The third and very bad last of the sites is
the East Perth site and I wish to draw special
attention to this. To adopt the East -Perth
site would mean that every truck-load of pro-
duce which comes through the Beaufort-street
bottle-neck into the distributing yards would
have to be again shunted across the main
PerthK-Freman tle line on to the up line and
through thle bottle-neck to East Perth or
some other new assembling yard which the
City Council presume the Government are go-

ig to build, shunted across thle l'erthl-Midlan4
Junction main passenger line as a goods train
and brought into their particular inarket area
That, in my opinion, condemns the whole o:
their scheme, for this very reason, that ti
whole trend of business in the city of Perti
is gradually coming westward, In view 0:
the natural features of our city, the tren
cannot very well be eastward for man,
years to conic. The great majority of thos4
who cart their vegetables by road comi
from the north-west portion of the city
from Osborne Park, Njoukcnboroo, an(
other parts of the Leederville srea. There
fore, it is only reasonable to suggest to 04t
gentlemen who have this project in hani
that they should adopt the nearest possibli
site for those growers to cart their produe4
to. It is most desirable tbat those heavij
laden carts should be kept out of the cit'
area as much as possible. If the Hensi
passes the second reading of the Bill, I shal
move that the measure be referred to
select committee, because it contains mani
novelties which should be considered vcr]
carefully.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [5.32]: 1 agrei
with most of what has been said by i
member for South Fremntle (Mr. MeCal
lum). It seems to me that by this Bill ti
Perth City Council are trying to get
monopoly of marketing all the products tha-
come into the city. After they have go-
this Bill, if they get it, they will most likelj
want to put a toll on export wheat going ti
Frenmantle. Since I have been in this Chain
ber I have never known a Bill anything ik4
so avaricious in character as this one. Th4
thousands of truck loads of chaff that cout.
annually to Perth to various agents ani
representatives are then distributed to thi
timber mills and elsewhere outside thi
metropolitan area; but everyone of thoin
truck loads would have to pay toll to thn
Perth City Council, according to my reading
of the measure. Not only that, but thn
council also take in hay and straw, ani
wheat for poultry farmers. Again, as re
gards nearly all our perishable lines we an
in a different position from either Adelaide
Melbourne or Sydney. A large proportioi
of thle perishable products, such as veget
ables: and fruit, used by those Eastern Stab
capitals are grown in their vicinity; and
believe the same thing applies to Sydney
There the produce is distributed in marke
centres. Members who have recently visite
the Eastern States speak of the 'Victoriai
Market in Elizabeth -street, 'Melbourne.

'Mr. Mfann: The selling there is done earl2
in the morning.

Hon. W. C. Angwiu): It is duone all da:
long.

Mr. Mann: Only the retail portion.
Mr. HARRISON: The Perth City Gounci

want everything to pay toll to them, evei
if it does not go near their market. As thn
member for Leederville (Capt. Canter) ha:
said, all the shunting charges and othe-

1204



[25 OCToBER, 1921.] 12S

disabilities which are juvolved in the site
where the council propose to place their
markets are bound eventually to comne off
the return to the producer. It is the pro-
'lucer who wvill he niulet in those extra costs
every time.

Capt. Carter: And the site is declared to
be impracticable.

Mr. HARRISON: Even were it practicable,
the extra charges would eventually come
back on the producing public. The result
must be to increase heavily the present cost
of living. The Bill, instead of helping
us to attain our objective of a better
position as between the metropolitan con.
sumer and the outside producer, would tend
to make things very much worse. I shall
vote against the second rending of the Bill.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Aft. Magnet) [5.37):
I als0 propose to vote against the second read-
ing of the Bill, and I do hope the House will
not reter it to a select committee. We have
had too many select committees. Let us accept
the responsibility so far as this measure is
concerned. I have one great objection to
the Bill, and that is the impertinent proviso
Mhich insists that the producer shall send into
this market controlled by the Perth City Coun-
all every port of his produce which exceeds
in value 91 sterling. It means that by' this
Bill we are asked to put on the shoulders of
the producer and on those of the consumer an
agdditional burden. That is all the benefit to
be derived from the Bill. In addition to the
.csts which the producer now pays, he will
nuder this measure have to pay additional
c-osts to the Perth City Council and that
body's officers. The purpose of the Bill is
to enable this cormorant council to have fur-
them opportunities for fattening and batten-
ing on the people of this country.

Mr. M.%ann: I think that is unjust.

Ilon. K.1 F. TROY: It is absolutely true.
'The Bill gives the Perth City Council power
to impose a toll on every article of produce
exceeding the value of ll that comes into
Perth from any part of Western Australia.
Ninety per cent, of the produce of this State
is sent into Perth.

Mr. Harrison: And by the truck, too.
lion. Al. F. TRO: Yes. There is no sea-

board communication here as in the Eastern
States, New South Wales and Queensland par-
ticularly, where the produce can come in from
the ports. Ninety per cent, of the produce
here goes into the city. Under this Bill, even
the inferior wheat which comes in to feed the
poultry farmers' fowls and the pig farmers'
stock will be subject to a toll in order to
fatten up the city of Perth, which is already
existing on the country community. That is
my great objection to the Bill, and I do not
think this Parliament should make the sli~ht-
cat attempt to amend it in Committee. The
member for Perth (Mr. Mann) has intro-
duced some extraordinary legislation into
-this Chamber, and it will be a lesson to him

if we throw out this Bill on the second read-
ing.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [5.40]: We have beard a good
deal about the marketing facilities of the city
of Perth for some years. I believe the last
two or three Governments have discussed the
subject. It tias been generally agreed that
the establishment of suitable markets on a
suitable site in Perth would be of advantage
both to the producer and the consumer. It
being common round that markets are neces-
sary, I think they should be established by
the municipality. In a small way there are
the kerbstone markets, which have done a
great deal of good.

The Minister for Mines: They are only
retail. This will be a wholesale market.

The PREMIER: Not necessarily. At the
kerbstone markets the consumer gets his fresh
vegetables at a reasonable price, and the
grower of the vegetables receives a return
that satisfies him. I was once there, and 4aw
the market ia operation. H9owever, this Bill
goes too far altogether. Under it, every-
thing coming into Perth would have to pay
toll.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes; -wheat, chaff, fire-
wood, and everything ekse.

The PREMIER: Produce that never went
into the market would have to pay toll. The
ifo.,se wvould never agree to such a proposal.
When the Perth City Council first produced
their Bill, I told thenm that it would never
become law.

lion. Al. F. Troy: The producer has no con-
trol over the officers of the Perth City Coun-
cil.

Hion. P. Collier: Ile has not even the privi-
lege of voting them out if they do wrong.

The PREMIER: We could protect the
producer under this Bill. The producter is
not by any means satisfied to-day. He is
getting far too little for much of his stuff.
If bon. members heard the complaints, as I
have heard them, of the producers of perish-
able stuff, they would know something about
the matter. I believe markets would be a
decided advantage to the producer.

lon. NJ!. P. Troy: The advantage of an
additional burden.

The PREMIER: No. Re must to-day pay
for marketing; and, more thina that, he pays
to-day for cartage, which would be saved
if the markets were in a properly equipped
situation. There should be a siding to carry
the produce into the market. Surely it is
more desirable to concentrate the sales than
to spread them over a large area. We have
to consider the expenditure of money by
people who are doing the work of marketing
to-day, and we have to consider them before
the Bill becomes law. If wre pass the second
reading and submit the measure to a select
committee, all parties would be heard, in.
eluding the producers; and then Parliament
could make such amendments in the Bill as
are necessary in order to meet every interest
that is concerned. I cannot understand that
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there should be any objection to a market
properly run and imposing only reasonable
charges, But the Bill betore us is entirely
another 'matter. Under that Bill everything
coming into the city, unless it be sent direct
to the consumer, would have to pay toll. That
is asking far too much. There is no justi-
fication for levying a charge against produce
sent direct to the retailer. Every member
knows full well how vast a volume of trade
there is between the wheatg-rowver and the
citizens of Perth. Then there are the chaff
merchants of Perth, who purchase that com-
modity and also oats from the grower. There
are the potato growers and others. Their pro-
ducts now do not go through markets, and
occupy no market space, and mean no cost to
anybody in that respect. At present there
is every facility for direct trading. If I sold
my chaff at Northam at so much per ton
and were told that for every ton coming to
Perth there would be a deduction of, say, Is.
per ton as a marketing charge, I should
very strongly object. On the other hand, of
course, I should have no objection at
all to paying for services actually
rendered. And I dq not think the
great body of producers would object either.
In such a market there would be control over
the sellers, and the interests of the producers
would be watched.

Hon. M. P. Troy: Bly whom?
The PREMIER: By inspectors appointed

by the City Council. After all, the local au-
thority ought to be able to do the work very
well. I cannot see any great difference in
control by the City Council and control by
the Government, except that the Government
are elected by the people of the State, where-
as the City Council are elected by the people
of the metropolitan area.

Hon. Mf. F. Troy: But there can be no
cheek on the City Council.

The PREMIER: Oh, yes there is.
Mr. Munsic: The people in the country

have not any check over them.
The PREIMIER: Of course the people in

the country have not votes for the City Coun-
cil, but they would have the right to make
themselves heard on questions relating to the
market. Of Course, wye should never give any
authority power to do more than charge fo~r
the produce that goes through the markets.
The grower eduld protect himself. If the
House would pass the second reading and
refer the Bill to a select committee, it ought
to he possible to get a satisfactory measure. 1.
will vote for the second reading.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.47): 1 do
not propose to waste time in adding to the
expressions of general scorn which have met
the Bill, except to say I agree with every
word of condemnation uttered in respect of it.
T should not have spoken were it not that
there appears to be in the minds of some
members a feeling that, while the House is
strongly opposed to the Bill in its present
form, it would be advisable to pass the second
reading with the object of referring the Bill

to a select committee in order that it might
he moulded closer to the desires of hon. mem-
bers. I hope the House will do nothing of
the kind. In the first place, this is a private
Hill introduced by a private member. It is
not a junction of the House to take a private
Bill and knock it into shape, to re-cast it to
meet the wishes of the House. When a pri-
vate Hill is introduced xno are entitled to as-
sume that the persons behind it know what
they wvant, and know that the measure con-
tains the provisions which they think it ought
to contain, and nothing else. If it contains
anything more, if it has provisions which are
not really desired, but have been put in as a
try on, then the Bill and the motives behind
it are entitled to no consideration at all. We
are assuming that the people responsible for
the Hill knowv what they want. Therefore,
seeing that it does not meet with the all.
proval of any member of the House, there is
only one thing to do with it, namely, throw
it out. Then let those who desire a Market-
ing Bill recast it and hring it to the Mouse
in a more acceptable form. It is not for the
House to appoint a select committee to draft
a Bill for some outside body who apparently
do not know what they want.

The Premier: They hnow only too well,
I think.

The Minister for Mines: So do we know.
Hon. P. COLLIER: And if we were to

waste time in referring the Bill to a select
committee and get it recast, in all prob-
ability the City Council would say, ''That
Bill is no good to us. We are not going on
with it," and so our time would be wasted.
If we bia an assurance from the City Coun-
cil that they would accept such a Bill as
might be recommended by the select commit-
tee, we might be justified in spending time
dealing with it. But we have not that ah-
surance; in fact we have every assurance that
the City Council would say, 'You can throw
it in the waste paper basket. It is no longer
of any use to us.' IThere is only one thing
to do with the Hill, namely, reject it and let
the City Council reconsider their attitude in
the light of the debate which has taken place.
Let them spend a few profitable hours read-
ig ''fansard" and getting a correct idea of

the views of hon. members. Having done that,
they ought to be prepared to come down with
a Bill which, from their pcrusnial of mem-
bers' speeches, they would know to be ac-
ceptable to the House. Let them set to work
and draft another Hill, or better still, de-
vote their talents to a more worthy object, I
hope the House will not entertain the idea
of referring the Bill to a select committee,
but will simply put it in the waste paper
basket, where it ought to go.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.501: The
is no doubt that central markets pre absolutely
necessary. In considering this astounding
measure placed before us, it occirs to wre there
are others besides the City Council who are
desirous of having markets. There seem to
be only two courses open, namely either to
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establish municipal. markets or to pin our
faith to Government markets. Municipal mar-
kets mean what is expressed in the Dill, where-
as Government markets would mean, control by
representatives of the producers and the con-
sumners, of the agents and of the Government.
Under the Bill the only interests represented
are those of the city, The tPriaxary Pro-
dlucers' Association have had several confer-
ences 'with the City Council, the object being
to get a Bill that would be acceptable to all
interests. However, the ideas put forward by
the representatives of the primary producers
find no place in the Bill. I cannot agree with
those clauses dealing with the toll on the pro-
duce. Also I am opposed to the powet- to he
vested in the City Council, power to make
regulations which must be inimical to the best
interests of the people this party is represent-
ing. Then again, the site adopted is unsuit-
able, that submitted by the Government being
very much better. What with one thing and
another, I cannot support the second reading.
The reeni-il of the Council's operations in
other directions is not calculated to instil con-
fidence in the primary producers. It should
be one of the conditions of the proposed mar-
kets that the interests operating in that mar-
ket should have proper representation on the
board of control. Under the Bill the City
Council are to have power to raise certain
moneys for the construction of the markets.
Of course, the Council should have a voice in
tho running of the markets for the cost of
which they are responsible, hut they should ho
prepared to allow other interests full repres-
entation.

Mr. Mann: The Council find the money, and
the others control the markets.

Mrr. PICKEPING: No. I agree that the
Ccuncil should hare some representation, but
,at the same time they should not refuse re-
presentation to the interests in the markets.
They have never shown in the conduct of their
on-n affairs that efficiency which Would induce
primary producers to repose confidence in
them. *On the board of control there must be
representation of the primary producers, of
tile agents and of the consumers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: From the view point
of the City Council, that is a ridiculous pro-
position.

-Mr. PICKERTNG: That may be so, but
the City Council's proposition, as put to us,
is equally ridiculous.

The MINISTER FOR M.T.NES (Hlon. .
Seaddars-Albany) [5.551: One phase of the
matter which ought not to be forgotten is
the site. Any member who has given thought
to the subject will at once admit that we arc
long past the timie when central markets
,should have been established in the metropoli-
tan area. The site, of course, is the 'first es-
sential. The next is suitable control. Markets
are required for two definite purposes: one
to serve the producer -who has to rail his pro-
duets beyond his control for sale, and the
other to serve the consumer. Both those in-
terests, not the interests of the landlord, nmst
be paramount. In existing conditions the pro-

[47]

ducer in the country is largely at the mercy of
individual auctioneers and agents, and is not
getting that just treatment to which he is
entitled.

Hon. WV. 0. Angwin: The markets will not
alter that.

The MINISTER FOR MfINES: Yes, they
will, so long as they are under satisfactory
control. In) existing conditions we hare small
markets scattered about all over Perth. It is
impossible for a producer to forward his goods
in such quantities to each of those different
centres as to obtain a price according to the
demand of the moment. One auction room
may he over-supplied, while another is under-
supplied. As a result u-e have the spectacle
of one auctioneer, Who is acting as agent for
country prod ucers, going along to another auc-
tioneer 's establishment and bidding against
consumers for supplies, not for his own eon-
stimption, but to pass throuigh his owe estab-
lishment! That condition is ascribable to the
number of small markets, or apologies for
markets, which we have. But we ought not
to mix up w-holesale ope rations with retail
operations. Small retail moa rkets, such

athe ehtoemarkets established in
Perth, are very necessary and desirable-
Many of those who are selling on the kerb-
stone markets to-day are producers selling
direct to the consumer. These arc mostly com-
mnodities that could be retailed direct to the
people at any time. Central markets are
not essential for the purpose of enabling the
suburban producer to get rid of his produce,
or for the consumer to get proper treatment
in regard to that class of goods. The man
who is producing, say, 300 miles from the
centre of distribution, is unable tn follow up
his goods, and he finds that many others
are sending in for sale goods of a similar
nature and he is frequently landed in the
position of having to pay something more in
order to make good the commission and other
charges involved in the disposal of his pro-
ducts, instead of heing able to make a profit.
That amounts to a waste, and is a hardship
upon the producer. It is largely due to the
fact that wve have not central wholesale mar-
kets established side by side with storage
accommodation. T-he essential thing is to
establish storage accommodation for perish-
able or other goods at or immediately in the
vicinity of central wholesale markets. If it
will then suit for at certain number to conduct
retail operations on the same premises, they
can be so csaried on there, That1 however,
would not be entirely desirable. Goods ought
to go to a central point of distribution, nd
supplies should be drawn as the demand has
to be met. I want to know whether the Bill
will heln, in any one of these directions.

Mr. Munsin:, It will not.
The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: Will the

producer be benefited by the establishment of
a suitable mnarket? While the site chosen,
the old gas works site, and the land adjacent,
may be suitable from the point of view of a
retail or kerbstone market, or an ordinary
retail market, such as is seen in other capital
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cities of Australia, it is entirely unsuitable
for wholesale markets and storage accomnmo-
dation.

Hon. M. F. Tray: The acceommodation is
Dot there.

The MTNISTER FOR MINES: Everyone,
particularly the producer, has been clamouring
tar these markets, not the markets that have
been suggested here, but markets adjacent
to proper and up-to-date storage accommo-
dation. Many of the goods submitted are
to-day being bought under what might be
termed a forced sale. They cannot be satis-
factorily held. They have to be re-handled
if they are to be taken to satisfactory stor-
age. In order to avoid any additional ex-
peuse or risk, the agent puts the goods under
the hammner and says to the public ''Take
them."I In this way a great amount of the
produce is sold for very much less than the
cost of production, and often less than the
cost of handling. Someone must pay f or
this. We must establish things on a dif-
ferent basis. We Must commen1ce on the
wholesale principle and the retail operations
will follow later. The City Council, through
tine member for Perth in 1916-1 re-fer to the
present Agent General, Sir JTames Connolly-
approached the Commissioner of Railways
with a view to obtaining certain information.
It is interesting to know what the then mem-
hier for Perth put up on behalf of the City
Council. On the 16th October, 1916,' the
then member for Perth wrote to the Com-
missioner of Railways as follows-

Re City Mfarkets-It is mooted that the
City Council are thinking of making appli-
cation to take over the control of the city
markets and cool storage.

The member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) should listen to this, because
he said something about the Marquis-street
site not having been made available for the
purpose of a market. The letter continues--

They seem to hare an objection to the site
that was resumed for the purpose, namely,
at Havelock -street.

This matter was submitted to the Commis-
sioner of Railways -for his opinion.

It has been suggested that the JTames-street
are-where certain private markets are

now situated-would be a more central site
for markets. It has also been suggested
that the 'Roc-flreet market, between Wil-
liam and Lake-streets, be closed, so that
sidings may he run into this area for mar-
ket purposes. It is further suggested that
the gas and electric light works in Welling-
ton-strret could he used for the purpose
of markets as both the gas and the electric
light works will bie removed from there
very shortl 'Y. Will you please let me know
briefly whether you think either of the pro-
positirns is feasible from a railway Point
of view, and whether a siding could be
1 ut in at either site.

At the outset the City Council were doing
nothing exe-'pt to -avoid the site that had
hu'cn ehns-n for the purpose of ant merely
establishing a retail market but a wi olesale

market with proper and up-to-date storagi
accommodation. The matter was submitted tc
the Engineer for Existing Lines, and on tin
31st October, 191.6, 'Mr. Light wrote as fol

lows-
Yours of 18th inst. In regard to pats

graph No. 1-
That is the question of taking over control
of the markets and cool store.

if this applies to the market at corner oJ
Wellington and Will iam-streets, this is all
required for the extension of the goods yard
accommodation.

Some members will recollect that when the
Marquis-street site was purchased for a Cen-
tral market, the railways were pressing fo'r
additional accommodation at the goods yard.
It was said that a market at the corner of
Wellington- street and the cool storage estab-
lished there would have to be removed and
nnother site made available. Marquis-street
was accepted, as the Wellington-Williema-
street corner was required for the extension
of the goods yard accommnodation,

Pa2ragraph 3-Not any site on the north
side of station can he supplied with a
siding as all trucks will have to be shunted
across the main line.
Paragraph 4-The gas works site will not
he available for a market siding as all
trucks will require to be run through Perth
passenger station.

After going through the Perth passenger sta-
tion. the traffic would have to be again run
out through the station to the bottom end.

Paragraph .5--The only suitable sites are
at Havelock-street-

This is what w'e term the 'Marquis-street site.
as referred to in No, 2 paragraph, or at
East Perth in the ground north of
'Kensington-street between Claisebrook-
road and the Swan River. The former
can be easily worked from the goods yard
direct, and the latter from East Perth
goods yard where trucks can be put off
both the main eastern and south-western
liner, without coin into Perth station.

The City Council were advised of the rail-
way point of view in 1916. Eventually
we received a communication from the City
Council, after the death of the Engineer for
Existing Lines (Mr. Light), advising us
that Mfr. Light had informed them that he
could very well work the goods on to the
siding they had selected, knoen as the gas
and electric light works siding. We wrote
to them two or three times asking them to
give is evidence to that effect, seeing that
we had no information on the subject. The
only evidoee we had was that which I have
read, and which is contrary to the views of
Mr. Light as expressed on the official
recordls. Following that a number of can-
ferences wvere held. I believe the City
Council conferred with some of the produce
merchants. They said they had been
obliged to confer with all and sundlry. They
had evidently made up their minds that
they would not accept the 'Marquis-street
site and were determined to force the site
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they had selected, unknown to us, and in comn-
plete opposition to the advice tendered by
the railway expert in regard to the suitable
working of the traffic, namely the gas and
electric light works site. The Commissioner
of Railways advised me on the 17th of this
month that before the City Council pro-
ceeded with this site as a market site, they
should know that it was unsuitable from
every paint of view, and that the Marquis-
street site was the most acceptable for rail-
way working, for convenience, and for the
speedy handling of perishables required to
go into store. I am asked to make that
clear before the Bill is passed giving the
City Council power to establish markets
upon a site which, fromt the railway point
of view, is entirely unsuitable. Quite a
number of producers in my own electorate,
who have to depend entirely upon the
handling of their produce by agents, are at
one on the point that central wholesale
markets, with suitable storage accommoda-
tion ought to be provided, and should have
been provided years ago.

Mr. Pickering: That is so.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: They coni-

plain further about the possibility of hand-
ing over the control of their produce to
an authority over whom they have no bold,
and over whom, under this Bill, no one else
would have any control. Thoy therefore ask
that, if markets are to be established, they
should be established on the basis that any
action taken by the authority controlling
them should be subject to the approval or
disapproval of those who represent the pro-
ducers, as well as the sections living in the
metropolitan area. One thing thnt strnek
me on first perusing the Bill was that in
the interpretation clause the boundaries of,
the metropolitan area are given as the
boundaries of the city of Perth. As a mat-
ter of fact, the city boundaries do not coni-
prise onie-tenthi of the nmctropiolitan area.
The bulk of tire produce that would go
through a mrark-et established within the
boundary of the city of Perth would be
taken for the use or consumption of those
outside of the boundary of the city muni-
cipality. To use the ternh metropolitan area,
therefore, as meaning thre boundaries of the
City Council is absurd, and shows an en-
deavour to usurp something to which the
City Council is not entitled.

Mr. McCallum: It is to make themn appear
big.

The MINISTER FOR MIHNES: I believe
it is necessary to establish markets, not
from the point of view of the ratepayers of
Perth, but from the point of view of the
consumers of the metropolitan area and the
producers in the country. These are the
two essentials, and the only interests which
ought to be considered. If an authority such
as the Perth City Council is requested and
feels disposed to provide the capital neces-
sary to establish such markets for the con-
venience of these two bodies, the producer
and the consumer, they must of necessity

recover the cost of such inarkets from those
who make use of them. The astonishing
thing is that the objection raised is not so
much to the charges that are levied but to
the waste that occurs owing to the con-
centrated community of markets in the
metropolitan area. These places levy a
sufficient toll upon the producer, not only to
pay any capital cost that may be incurred
by the provision of necessary buildings for
markets, but to pay a sum that would repre-
sent a good living for the producers. I re-
fer to the money that is extracted from the
producers by the way of commissions and
tolls such as are proposed to be levied by
the City Council, I am sure if we can get
the wholesale marketing of produce in the
metropolitan area, plus suitable control,
which might involve a monopoly in the dis-
posal of such goods as are required to be
submitted to auction, a nd if the auction of
the goods were controlled by a proper
authority, and suitable and up-to-date
storage accommodation were made avail-
able, not only the producer but the consumer
would benefit.

lon. W. CI. Angwin: How can you control
the auetioacers7

Theo MINISTER FOR MINES: How is
that done in other parts of the world? They
are c:ontrolled by direct alpointmeut.

Hon. -%%. C. Angwin: The City Council
canunot make their own appointments.

The MINISTER FOR MLINES: We could
give them power to do so if that wore desir-
able.

Mr. 'McCallunm: They do not wvant it; they
do not propose to do busittess in that way.

The MNIINISTER FOR MaUNES: That is
one of the weaknesses of the Bill. Any
goods that are sent in to be auctioned ought
to be auctioned as the Government conduct
their auctioneering to-day. The Govern-
nient have one auctioneer. At nil events
the aunctioneer should be able to deal with
each of the particular linies of commodities
lie has to liandlr'. To-day we hiaia all and
sundry comning in and handling the produce
of the mien who canuot follow it up as it
passes through the various channels, i
rnny c-ases the producer is called upon to
pay out mnore than lie receives.

Sitting sUspended fromi 6.15 to 7.50 pmt,

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: I had
practi-ally concluded iny remarks at the tea
adjournment, and I now desire only to bring
before the- attention of lion, members the
ques9tion whether it is not desirable that at
an opportunity of this kind, %ith a Bill be-
fore us treating of the questioal of central
markets, we should endeavour to obtain some
additional information on the subject fromt
those who are able to supply it, in order that
Parliament may decide whether this form of
control should be permitted, or whether some
other kind of control, better in the opinion
of hon. members, can be devised. I do not
know that it matters very much whether this
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is a private mienmber-'s Bill. The present sys-
tern of marketing is unquestionably bad.

Bon. P. Collier: The best thing would be
for the Perth City Council to confer with.L
Cabinet and try to agree on a Bill.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: The City
Council arc not alone concerned. They are
only something in the nature of a middleman.

lion. 1'. Collier: They are concerned be-
cause you cannot get thle markets without
them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I admit
that. But if the present position is bad, as
it is admitted to be, and if members take the
view that thle Bill as now submitted is equally
bad-

Mr. Corhoy: It is worse.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then we

are not going to get any further forward by
permitting the existing bad conditions to pre-
vail, and merely throwing out a Bill which
tries to improve those conditions. In my
opinion, the better course would be to let the
second reading pass and send the Bill to a
select committee to inquire into the conditions
prevniling, and into the intentions of those
desiring a change, With a View to arriving at
a satisfactory proposal. Then nt least somne-
thing can come before the House which will
enable us to redraft the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: Wblen the House refers ank
ordinary Bill to a select committee, we prac-
tielilly agree to accepit the select committee's
recommendations; but upon a lprivate Bill
the Hfouse canl waive aside the select cons-
mnittee 'a recommendations.

The MTINISTER FOR 'MINES: That is
so. If the House rejects the select commnit-
tee's recommendations, we are in no worse
position than at present. It is certain that
Ire cannot allow existing conditions to con-
tinue indefinitely, and this Bill affords at
least a basis for havitig the matter thoroughly
investigated, all sections heard, and something
recommended to the House that may be ac-
ceptable to the City Council and also to those
inure directly concerned, namely the prodneer
and tme consumer who will use the market.

Hen. P. Collier; The City Council would
refuse to have anything to do with your Bill.

Mr. Underwood: The City Council do what
the citizens tell them to do.

The MINISTER FOR M1INES: But the
City Council boundaries do not include the
whole of the metropolitan arsa.

'Mr. MfeCallum: The City Council say so in
this Bill.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
to that I take strong exception. What we as
representatives of the consumers and the pro-
ducer8 are coucerned about is to see that the
whole of the metropolitan area, which must
depend upon central wholesale markets, is
preperly served as regards each of its various
interestsH. I am afraid that inder this Bill
such would not be the ease. Memnbers on the
cross benches directly represent the prodncers.
Take my own case: I repreevat the fruit-
growers of the MNt. Barker district, and also
vegetable growers who send their produce to

the nmetropolitan area. In the circumstances
1. say those sections of the people should be
heard.

lHon. P. Collier: The final say is with the
City Council. Time City Council will throw
y-our Bill into the waste paper basket.

Thle MINISTER FOR MINES: The pre-
sent position is that the City Council have
submitted a Bill and that we say it shall go
inito the waste paper basket. Let us have an
inquiry amongst the sections of the com-
imlualty most nearly concerned, and then let
us draft a Bill. I do not know exactly what
is the position as regards the City Council,
bnt I know it is in our power to have anl in-
quiry.

Ron. P. Collier: And it is in the power of
the City Council to ignore the result.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: If they do,
so, then it is iii our power to establish other
markets, and to place them under entirely'
different control. The present position is as
bad as it can be. Therefore let us have an
inquiry for thme purpose of arriving at a more
satisfactory and more definite basis.

Mr. A.. THO.\ISON (Katanning) (7.38]:
I moive-

That the debate be adjourned.
Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any seconder?

The motion lapses for want of a seconder.

Mr. MANN (Perth-in reply) [7.39]:z
When I introduced the Bill, I dlid so fairly.
1 shall 'now reply fairly to the criticisms
levelled at the measure. Every member who
has spoken on it has adlmitted that markets
are necessary, and has also admitted that
markets cannot he operated without sonic aul-
thority controlling them. Mfost of the
speakers on the Bill have admitted that no,
authority is better fitted to control the mar-
kets than the Perth City Council.

Mr. Liitey: No.
Mr. MANN- Most members have admit-

ted that that is practically the function of
the City Council. The only bone of conten-
tion is that certain clauses of the Bill do not
meet with the approval of certain members.
This is not the first Bill which it has beems
folud necessary to amend in Conmnittee or by
referee to a select conmmittee; and I fall to
understand why members adopt such stren-
uous views against the measure passing its
second reading in order that it may be fur-
ther dealt with, either in Committee here, or
by reference to a select committee. The Perth
City Council are sincere in their desire to ca-
tablish. marktets for the betterment of the
growers and for the betterment of the pro-
ducers. In proof of that, I may refer to the
fact that the City Council of their own voli-
tiomn established kerbstone mnarkets.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot permit 'he lion.
member to break new ground in his reply.

*Mr. MtANN:, I merely wish to show, Sir,
that the Perth City Counicil are sincere, and
so I refer to the establishznent of the kerb-
stone markets. The toll there-and much
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has been made of the matter of tolls under
this Bill-is in the form of a rent, which has
been reasonable, and with regard to which
there has been no conmplaint. Most of the
criticisml here has been directed at Clause 6.
But under Section 856 of the Municipal Cor-
porations Act tile City Council have powers
almost parallel to those asked for under
Clause G.

Mir. A. Thomson:. But not quite.
Mr. 'MANN: That is just the point I was

coming to. If hon, members s-ay, "4We are
prepared to let the City Council bave the)
poxters they already have under Section 356
of the Municipal Corporations Act," Clause
6 could be amended in keeping with that. The
City Council would be prepared to let the
Govereor-in-Council fix the regulations con-
trolling the charges.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: The council have to
do0 that in any case.

Mr. MANN. If that is so, what need for
anxiety?

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: The Governor-in-
Council has the right to accept or reject.

The Premier: But not under the Bill.
Mr. MANN: If the Governor-in -Council has

that right, what cause is there for anxiety?
I am advised that the City Council are
willing that the Oovernor-in-Couacil should
fix the scale of charges. The Bill contains
siome things which should not he there, and
sonic things which should be there. What are
iie here for if it is not to amend errors in the
drawing up of a Bill-! I fail to ouderstand
the universal hostility displayed towards the
measure. The member for M3t. Magnet (Hon.
Mi. P. Troy) was so severe i his criticism as
to attack ma for bringing forward the Bill,
and eid that every measure I have introduced
here was of a similar character. This is the
first Bill Y have introduced.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: Then the member for
M.%t. Magnet was right.

Mr. MANN: I do not wish to weary the
House by reading out the powers conferred
by the Municipal Corporations Act. I will
only say that the City Council have, with only
two exceptions, under that Act the powers
asked for in this Hill. One exception is that
the City Council desire to secure a monopoly
of marketing within the municipality of
Perth before they lay out a quarter of a mil-
lion in prodiding market facilities. Surely
that is reassonable.

'Mr. Harrison: Both wholesale and retail?
Mr. MIANN: Yes, certainly.
The Colonial Svecetary: They do not ask

for the retail rights?
Mr. MIANN: They are asking for markets

to control the sale of produce. The member
for South Fremntle referred to the use of
the term "merchandise.'' If that is offensive,
the Bill can be amended.

Mr. 'McCallumu: I want to pass the whole
mecasure out.

'Mr. M.%ANN:- That is not in keeping with
the hon. member's usual foresight. I have
knoRn the hon. member to tackle bigger prob-
lems than' this and tackle them with success.
I am surprised that he should adopt such an

attitude. If he applied his ability to the
consideration of the bill, he would help to
make it a success.

M6r. McCallum: That is a job for the
City Council. 1 am not going to do their
work.

Mr. 'MANN: It is part of the hen. mem.-
ber's duty toD assist in making the Bill such
as will be of service to the City Council and
to the country.

Hon. P. ollier: Decapitation is the only
remedy.

-Mr. MANN: The hon. member is not sin-
cere in that interjection. Another authority
asked for by the City Council that is not
contained in the Municipal Corporations Act
is the right to float a lon.

Mr. Munsie: No, the right to float a loan
without consulting the ratepayers.

Mr. MIANN: That can be explained.
11r. SPEAKER: I think the hon. member

should have explaned th at in moving the
second rending of the Bill. I have allowed
the lion. member a lot of latitude.

Mr. MANN: All that I have to say in re-
ply is that the City Council have brought
forward the Bill in the sincere hope of doing
good to the producer and to the consumer. If
the Bill does not meet with the desires of
hon. members, it can be amended in Com-
mittee or referred to a select commnittee. I
appeal to hon. members not to oppose the
secnd reading of the Bill.

Question put and negatived.
Bill thus defeated.

M.NOTEON-NARROG IN-%TDWARDAk
RAILWAY.

To inquire by Selec-t Committee.

Debate resumed front the :5th October ont
thle following motion by Mr. Hiclurot-

That a select committee be appointed to,
inquire into the advisability of constructing
the Narrogin-Dwarda railway and that alt
work on that line be suspendied pending
the report of the committee.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [7.50]: I support
thle motion because I think that all capital ex-
1 enditure in connection wvith railway construc-
tion should he governed in Western Australia
by the greatest good to be served by the rail-
way facilities afforded, by the largest area
from which traffic can be provided for the
railways and the greatest number of settlers
already on the land who are to be served. I
wish to place before the House some figures
in support of niy contention. They hare been
taken from two recent reports submitted hy
railway advisory board; each report having
heen signed by the sante members. No. 1. re-
port reters to the Narrogin-Dwarda railway,
in connection with which the area to be served
represents 130,000 acres. No 2 report refers:
to the Ucarty-Yorkrakiae-Nortb Bandee rail-
way which will serve an area of 448.500 acres.
The occupied area referred to by -No. I re-
port is 86,800 acres, while the area alienated
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or in process of alienation referred to in No.
- report represents 2S99,900 acres. The area
rcserved and vacant in the Narrogin-Dwarda
area is 43,700 acres, as against Crown lands
available in the llearty-flanudce country of
158,600 acres. The urea of cleared land !nd
uncleared land respectively in the Narrogin-
])warda area totals 20,816 acres and 31,625,
veres, whereas similar areas in connection with
thle Ucarty-Boandee line are: cleared, 126,529
acres, and uncleared 96,584 acres. In the area
to ble served by the Narrogin-Dwarda railway
there are 48 land holders who have railed pro-
duace aggregating 2,000 toqps up to the pros-at
time. As against that, the bags of wheat
.and oats already forwarded from the Ucarty-
lanmdee area number 192,502. The settlers
in the Narrogia-Dwarda district total 78 as
against 226 settlers in the ITearty-llaandee
di~triet. The estimated cost of building the
Narrogin-Dwarda line is £4,000 per mile,'whereas, according to the advisory board, the
cost of the Ucarty-Boandee line will not reach
£2,000 per mile.

Eon. W. C. Angwin: That line has nothi,,
to do with this motion.

Mr. HARRISON: I am aware of that, but
I wish to back up my statement that the
capital outlay involved fin railway construction
should be where that capital will have the
greater earning power, where it will deal with
the larger number of people and where it will
benefit a larger area to be served.

iron. W. C. Angwia: The Uearty-Yorkra-
kinn-North Baiandee line has not been patsed
by Parliament yet.

M\r. HARRSON: I an, aware of that. It
.,honld have been passed by Parliament at thre
,an'o time as the Narrogin-Divarda project.
It is needed just as mirth as that line, and it
%, as needed just as much when that line wa
:greced to byv Parliament. I am surprised that
rhen the L~abour Giovernmient were in powver,
this was not one of the lines authorised by
that Administration, especially seeing that oil-,
of the then Cabinet Ministers knew the von.
ditiolis obtaining there, what the landl ra ,rud what it was capable of Ireducing. Since
the reports I have referred to were issued, a
large nurber of additional settlers have gone
Io the ltearty-itaandee areas, while repnir-
chased estates there h~ave resulted in a iluin-
her of soldier settlers being placed onl the
land.

Ron. WV. C. Angwin: You are taking up a
dlog in the manger'' attitude.
Mr. HARRISON: I am doing nothing, of'

the kind. I 5l1o~t' about certain resolutions
that were before Parliament sonmc time ago.
I pointed out that the amendment moved by
the member for Willianu-Narrogin (M1r. John-
stall) was not carried, hut was actually' de-
feated by a large majority on that occasion.
and thus the principle of railways being con-
structed in accordance with the order of their
authorisation, has not been approved by this
Chamsber. I am supporting the motion on the
ground that whatever capital we spend in
-onnedtion with railway construction at !he
presenit juncture should be such that every
sovereign spent should do the greatest good

for the particular district to be served. These
are facts wvlich should carry weight with this

Igaguler, hence mny support for the onotion.
Onl motion by 'Mr. I lekering, debate ad-

j t riued.

13[LL-STATE TRAD)[NG CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Heading.
iMr. A. ThOM-NSON (flatanning) [7.56] in

nmoving the second reading said: The Bill is
a short one.

Iron. P. Collier: You have jumped my place.
'-%r. A. T [fONISON: I wish to express my

sincere thanks to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion for moving the adjournment of the con-
sideration of the Bill when it was before the
House last.

Hor. P. Collier: I want to go on with it.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I will give the bell.

member an opportunity later on. I regret
that I was absent when the Bill was last
before the (liamber. I thought I had made
arrangements with, other memibers to look
after the measure- in my absence, but unfor-
tunately they, too, were a..sent. There have
bicen s; Inh agricultural shows lately that
it has bee,, difficult for country members to hle
in their plates in this Chamber. The Bill does
not deal with State trading concerns. It does
not go into the merits of the question as to
whether State trading concerns are good for
the State or otherwise. It merely provides anl
amendmecnt, formulated by a ,nembher in an-
other place, to give the right to the Govern-
Iliclt to sell an)- of the trading concerns
should they so desire. The House will be
well advised to pass this small Bill. It is
absolutely absurd to expect any Government
to sell State trading concerns in the face of
.such a provision as Section 25 of the State
Trading Concerns Act, 1916. That section
sts out that, subject to prvisins mentioned
in the Act, the Minister may sell or lease
tiny State tradin? concerns fo~r such amount
airl ion such terms andt conditions as may he
IJIJIC'ed by the Governor-in-Council. Par-

lianment inserted a proviso, however, which
r-ead-'' Provided that possession shall not he
given, to tlhe intending purchaser or lessees
uinder a e atract of sale or agreement or lease
until the approval of Parlianment has been
oltained.'' That is the proviso which the
Blill s-vhs to remove. The Bill merely seeks
to amend the Act by onmittin g that proviso.
Meruil-ers, will agree that it is a reasonable
st-ggestion. Parliament sits only from four
to six months in the year, and during the
remaining six months the Government of the
State is excelusively in the hands of Cabi-
net. Most of our trading concerns were
brought intq existence, not by a vote of Par-
liament, but at the wish of the Government
then in power. That Government were justi-
fled in initiating the trading concerns, be-
eatse they had a mandate rron the country.
But no matter what Government may be in
power when an advantageous offer comes for
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any oi the trading concerns, the Government
should be in a position to accept it. Past
Governments who initiated trading concerns
without consulting Parliament had to accept
on the floor of the Rouse thi responsibility
for their action. So, too, if Cabinet were to
do anything wrong in disposing of a trading
concern, such as selling it for les than its
value, the House would haie its reinedy.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:- That is very lame.
Mr. Corboy: Locking the stable door after

the steed has gone.
M r. A. THOMSON : To-day we are in the

unfortunate position of shutting the door
after the horse has gone; there is that 6usi-
ness over the I'IKangaroo."I

'Mr. MeCallum: That is the fault of the
present G overnment,

Air. A. THOMVSON: Quite so. The present
Government will not always be in power.
Future Governments way wish to dispose ot
the trading concerns. As a general rule, I
do not believe in trading concerns. At the
saime thac, I do not believe in the Government
b.eing tied to them. I move

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

MOTION-OILA PROSPECTING.
Order of the Day read for the resumption

fronm 12th October of the debate on the fol-
lowing motion by 'Mr. Underwood-

That in order to encourage prospecting
for mineral oil, this House is of opinion
that the Minister for Mines, in pursuance
of the powers conferred upon him by Sec-
tion 7 of ''The Mining Act Amendment
Act, 1920," should cancel all prospecting
licenses which are not being efficiently
worked, and that in future no prospecting
license shall be granted for on area greater
titan 1,00G square miles.

On motion by Hon. P. Cohllier, debate
adjourned.

MOTION-1MIDLA ND RAILWAY COM-
PAN'Y.

Acquisition of Concession.

Order of the flay rend for the resumption
from 12th October of the debate on the fol-
lowing motion by Lieut.-Colonel Denton--

That in the opinion of this House, if an
equitable arrangement can he made, the
lands and railway of the Midland Railway
Company should be acquired by the Gov-
ermnent of this State, and that a valua-
tion of both the railway and the un-
alienated and partly alienated lands be
made as soon as possible.
On motion by Mr. Mc~allum, debate Ad-

journed.

BILL -TM F PERPETUAL TRUSTEES,
EXECUTORS, AND AGENCY COM-
PANY (W.A.), LIMITED (PRIVATE).

Second Reading.
Mfr. MANN (Perth) [8.8] in mioving the

second reading said: The report of the
select committee, to whom the Bill was
referred, has been presented to the House.
That report is unanimously in favour of the
provisions of the Bill, with the exception of
Clause 29 which, when in Committee, will
be the subject of a motion for deletion.
Clause 29 was the only contentious provision
in the measure. The Bill aska for no powers
other than those granted to a similar com-
pany in Perth to-day. The new company
merely asks for the necessary authority to
establish itself. It has complied with all
the requirements. I nmove--

That the Bill be now read a second time.
On mnotion by Hon. 1L1. FTroy, dlebate

adjourned.

BILL-CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from 18th October; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair, the Premnier in charge of the
Bill.

Postponed Clause 7-Acquisition of land:
The PREMIER: I postponed the clause

because I found it would not be workable.
If we were to take the whole of a man's
land, the clause would serve; but it is not

proposed to take the whole of any property.
For taxation purposes land is valued on the
average, and not by specified sections of a
property. The Midland Railway Company
first brought up this point for consid ora-
tion. They have a large area of land. We
do not require to take the whole of it, but
if we desired to take a portion, the unim-
provide value could not be fixed, and so the
clause would not operate. The same diffi-
culty will obtain in respect of many other
estates. Therefore the clause, as printed,
would be scarcely workable. I have con-
sulted the Solicitor General, and he suggests
that we strike out the reference to the un-
improved value. I do not see what else we
can do. I am anxious only to acquire such
lend as is not beiog worked. I propose to
strike out paragraph (a) of Suhelanse 3
and insert "on the unimproved value of the
land. I Paragraph (h) would stand and
then I propose to add "Provided that the
amount at which the unimproved vaine is
assessed for the time being under the Land
and Income Tax Assessment Act, 1907, with
10 per cent, added thereto, shall be prima
facie evidence of the unimproved value of
the laud.'' I more an amendment-

That paragraph (a) of Subelause 3 be
struck out.
Ilon. P. COLLIER: I have been unable

to follow the Premier's statement. Seeing
that this clause has been postponed for more

12 1 *1
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thain a week in order that the Premier might
have an amendment prepared, I regret that
the amendment has not been placed on the
Notice Paper. We are really in no better
position to deal with the clause to-night
than when it was last before the Committee.
It is not possible for members to grasp the
purport of the amendment merely from the
reading of it. The elapse is an important
one, and it would be only fair to place the
amendment on the Notice Paper and give
members an opportunity to study it.

The PIRE%fIFER: I have no objection to
giving members an opportunity to study the
amendment. This clause is the most im-
portant in the Bill.

Progress reported.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.

In Committee of Supply.

Rlesumed from the 18th October; Mr
Stubbs in the Chair.

Premier's Department (Hlon. Sir Jaynes
Mitchell, Minister).

Vote--Publie Service Commissioner, £2,718.:

['Mr. A. Thomson bad moved an amend.
ment-" That the vote be reduced by £12']

lion. P. COLLIER: The proposal to re-
duce the vote, I take it, will not preclude
discussion of the items.

The CHAIRMAN: No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: if thd member for

Katanning 'will withdraw his amendment,
allow the Committee to discuss the items and
then move his amendment, we shall be fol-
lowing the practice which has been laid down.
I. understand the amendment precludes dis.
eussion of the items.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Shall I be in order
if, after the discussion of the items, I move
for a reductiont

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, you can move to
reduce the total vote without speaking to it.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is the trouble.
Hon. P. Collier: Well, you have spoken.
The CHAIRMNAN; Until the hon, member

withdraws his amendmnent, the discussion
must be confined to the amendment to reduce
the vote by £1.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But I should like to
say a little more.

Mr. Corboy: You can say it on the item.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I want to say it on

the general discussion.
HIon. P. Collier; You cannot speak any

more. You have already spoken on the gen-
emat discussion.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I understood I could
speak as often as I liked in Committee.

The CHA3IRMANX: You can speak only
once on the general discussion.

Mr. A. THOMSON: There was no general
discussion. The only two members who spoke
were the Premier and the Leader of the Op.
position.

Ron. P. Collier: I am referring to the
general discussion on the division.

Mr. -Underwood: There was none,
Hon, P. Collier: There was; I spoke on it.
Mr. A. TPHUMSON: 'If Nwe were dealing with

one section of the Premier's department, the
general discussion would have taken place on
division No. 7 when the whole of the ramifi-
cntions of the Premier's department could
have been dealt with.

Hon. P. Collier: There has always been a
general discussion on each division.

RMr. A. THOMSON; Since I spoke last
Week, the report of the Public Service Com-
missioner has been placed before us, and it
contains quite a number of things upon which
I would like to touch. If we now go en to
items, shall I be debarred I
* Hon. W. C. Angwin: I am in the same
position; I have spoken.

Mr, A. THOMSON: The only way to get
over the difficulty will be to move for a reduc-
tion of item No. I "'Assistant Public Service
Commissioner.'" I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Itemi-Assistant Public Service Gomnis-
siner, £850:.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Committee should
have a thorough and complete understanding
a% to the nature of the duties performed by
the Assistant Public Service Commissioner.
In addition to assisting the Public Service
Commissioner in the classificntion of the ser-
vice and other duties incidental to that office,
the principal work of the Assistant Comnmis-
siner consists of dealing with the wages and
working conditions of a large number of Gov-
ernnment employee;, principally those who
may be considered to be casual employees.
The question of fixing the wages nd work-
ing conditions of thousanids of men is not the
function of a man who himself is a servant
of the public. It has been the policy of the
Government to delegate to Mr. Hunt the
whole question of dealing -with a large num-
ber of Government employees outside the op-
erations of the Public Service Act. If a de-
putation Nvaits on a 'Minister or requests are
made to Ministers regarding conditions of
employment of this section of employees, the
party is referred to 'Mr. Hunt. The actual
living conditions of thousands of the citizens
of this State involve a question too important
to be left in the hands of any Government
official who is not elected, and who is not
responsible to anyone except the Minister.

The Premier: He was appointed under the
Act.

Hon. P. COLLIER: As Assistant Public
Service Comnissioner.

Mr. Underwood: Which Act?
Hon. P. COLLIER:- Hle was not appointed

un-der any Act to deal with the wages and
conditions of employees outside the Public
Service Act. Mr. Meat has been a very con-
veniient officer for Ministers. When I mention
Mr. Munt, I wish it to be clearly understood
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that I am not dealing with Mr. Munt as
an individual. As an officer I believe he is
very capable, conscientious and hard working.
I ant not dealing with the position in any
personal way, but merely with the office of
Assistant Public Service Commissioner. when
the Premier was away a notification was is-
stied by the Assistant Public Service Commis-
sioner to the effect that the wages of a cons-
siderable section of Governmeat employees
would be reduced in order to bring them into
line with a recent award of the Arbitration
Court, and it was also announced that the
hours of labour would be increased from 44
to 48 per week. A notice of 24 hours was
given. The question of hours and wages is
one for the Government to decide, and yet
we find a Government official, a servant cf
the people whose wages he is seeking to re-
due, is left to make the announcement. I
believe the decision to increase the working
hours was arrived at by the Government some
seven or eight days before the announcement
was made. It appeared that Ministers had
not the courage to make a public statement
themselves. It may be urged that they have
not the time to devote to deciding the wages
and working conditions of a large number of
Government employees. I do not think there
is any duty of greater importance upon which
they can be engaged than that of dealing with
the living conditions of the people of the
State.

Mr. MeCallum; They always have time to
open bazaars.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I object to such im-
portant questions being delegated to a Govern-
ment official. What kind of a democracy is
it whlen wages and the conditions of employ-
ment can be fixed by Governmnent officials? I
want the assurance of the Premier that in
future this officer will play a less important
role in this respect thtan heretofore. If peo-
ple desire to approach a Minister upon ques-
tions of this kind the 'Minister should deal
with them and accept the full responsibility.

The Premier: I do not think they have re-
fused to do so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The case in point was
.a shocking instance of evasion of responsi-
bil ity on the part of Ministers.

Mr. A. Thomson: No doubt Mr. Munt acted
under instructions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course he did, hut
the Government should have made the a-
nouncement, It created so much] consternation
that for several weeks afterwards there was
nothing but a series of deputations and inter-
views between the organisations concerned and
the officer in question. It was only when the
officials of the Trades Hall pointed out to
Mr. Mfunt and to 'Ministers how far fhey could

legallyv go that the proposal was dropped, and
it is still pending. I object to a civil servant

being given power to determine the living
conditions of thousands of citizens of this
State. It is work which Ministers are paid
to do, and I hope the Premier will inform the
Committee that in future they will take this
responsibility upon their own shoulders. At
present it is a difficult thing to get behind Mr.

Munt, for Ministers, having appointed him,
naturally feet they must support him.
It is almost impossible to persuade a Minister
to depart from the decision given by this
officer. Of course it would be idle to suggest
that Ministers could examine in detail all the
conditions of labour and all the circumstances
surrounding the employment of a large num-
ber of men. There must, therefore, be some
officer who can prepare a case and supply full
information upon it, but it is then the duty
of Ministers themselves to decide as to the
hours of labour and take the full responsi-
bility.

The PREMIER: I hope the Leader of the
Opposition will not imagine that Mr. Munt
is engaged in reducing wvages.

.Hon. P. Collier: I said he was dealing with
thenm.

The PREMIER: The House agreed with
mue last year that it was Impossible for any
Minister to follow the various awards made
by the courts, and that some official was
neceded to deal with the questions generally.
Members 'are constantly seeing me on the
question of employment, but there must be
an official to follow these awards and note
the conditions to which they are made to ap)-
ply. There are about 5,000 men in Gov-
ernment employment who would be dealt with
by this officer. These are working f rae
Wyndham to Eucla on varying rates and an-
decr different awards. So much has to be Paid
for men working within a certain radius of
Perth, and so much more in other parts of
the State. All this has to be worked out.
The railway award was adapted to- others
working in Government employment with
considerable advantage to them. It was,
therefore, easy for the Assistant Public Ser-
vice Commissioner to imagine that the men
would come under the second railway award.
Wages are fixed by awards.

Hon. P. Collier: Many agreements are also
made.

The PREMIER: If an agreement has to be
inade this official is the right n to negotiate
it. Representatives of the Then must argue
their case with someone, and they find it con-
venient to do so with, Mr. Mtunt instead of
half a dozen Ministers employing ,na in
various departments. Mr. Munt 's duty is to
see that the awards are applied and that the
men are treated fairly.

Hon. P. Collier: it is not to fix the rate
of wages.

The PREMIER: He does not fix them in
any arbitrary fashion.

Hlon. P. Collier: I know of a ease where
his word was final as to the rate of wage.
That is not right.

The PREM.NIER: I do not know of Pny
ease where that has happened. I know,
of course, that he has negotiated with re-
presentatives of the men. It will be agreed
that someone should negotiate, and an official
of this kind is the right mnin to do it. I know
of no recommendation of Mr. Munt that has
not been otherwise titan fair, and in accor-
dance wuh an existing award.
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11ir. Underwood: If it is in accordance
-wvith on existing award, what necessity is
there for it?

The PREM LEN: Government employees
are spread all over the State, and adjust-
ments lire neesi-ry on account of extra cost
of living, time required in getting to work.,
and so on. Every member who had to do with
the question knew what the position was be-
fore Mr. Mfunt 'a present appointment; there
were arguments as regards a few men em-
ployed by the Lands Department, u few em-
ployed by the Works Department, a few em-
ployed by the Agricultural Department, aonl
oo forth: 'Ministers are aot shirking their
duty in the slightest. Mr. Munt has very
little to do as regards fixing wiages.

Mr. MfeCalloni: Who is challenging the
piresent wages?

The PRflITER: The Governmnt take the
responsibility of challenging wages. I said
Fo previously in connection with the railway
awards. 3r. M.%unt protects the interests not
only of the Government, but also of the men
employed under various awards. The Coin-
inittee should understand that the action
taken by 'Mr. Munt is in accordance with th--
desire of the Government. It is the duty of
Ministers to see that awards are observed andI
that the mcli are fairly treated, and Mr.
Munt has been appointed for those purposes.

Mr. USI: The Premier was not in
the State wihen the trouble arose. During the
sitting of the Labour Congress the employees
of the Government received a notice that "as
from to-morrow" wages would be sueh and
such and the hours 48 instead of 44. 1 was
not a member of the deputation which there-
upon interviewed Mr. Muat, but I believe that
deputation convinced Mr. Mnnt that he wan
doing something illegal by giving that notice,
rnd that although the awards had practically
expired it was still compulsory to observe
their conditions in the ab-ence of a month's
notice of termination from one side or the
other. It took a deputation to the Acting
Premier to get that month's notice. I was
a member of af the deputations except the
first- Our position was very awkward. As
representatives of the men we were asked by
'Mr. Munt, "'Have you drafted the schedule
of wages that you require"? We had to ad-
mit that that had not been done so far. How-
ever, the men were not going to deviate from
the then existing conditions until they had
drafted a schedule. Mr. Mfunt gave us to
understand that he could only discuss wages
and conditions of work. On our pointing out
to him that the hours were the chief question,
he said, -I cannot discuss with the repre-
sentatives of the unions the hours the mein
have-to be employed. That is a matter of
G(overnment policy. You will have to see the
Acting Premier as to that.'' When we got
before the Acting Premier, he said that he
could not discuss wages and conditions with
LIi', and that the hours had been fixed by the
Government ais a matter of Government po-

lv- Huw many people realise that it is Gov.
e,-r.i.tiht imoliev- in this State to-day to in-

crease the hours from 44 to 48? As regards
the railway awards, to which the Premier
frequently refers, I have to point out that the
last ralwa-y award did not increase hours.
But the Government, as a result of that
award, want the men to accept not only re-
ILlet ion in wages, but also an increase of four
hours per week to be worked for nothing. The
court did not decide that. The court lef t
all the railmay meni on 44 hours. Naturally,
aill the other men want the same hours. I
agree with the Leader of the Opposition that
as regards employees of the Public Works De-
partmient the Minister for Works should take
the responsibility. If an agreement can ho
negotiated w'ith him, well and good; if not,
there is a tribunal to appeal to. If the Min-
ister for Works wants the employees of the
Works Department to accept reduced wages
a1n d increased hours, the Minister for Works is
the inan to make that announcement. I want
the people to note that the Government take
the responsibility for increasing hours in
thin State, and that the responsibility is not
Mr. Munt Is. The Government employees have
lnt had such an intimation.

The Premier: We take the responsibility
of every action of Mr. Munt, and of evry
other official.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not object to Mr.
Munt, but I do object to the dual control now
existing. The Minister for Works was pre-
viously prepared to negotiate with us as to
employees under his jurisdiction. Now he
wrants us to go to Mr. Munt, and before we
go to 'Mr. .Munt he wants to tie that gentle-
mna's hands regarding hours. Such a state
of affairs is very unsatisfactory. I happened
to he in the Chamber when this matter was
previously discussed; otherwise I wonld have
had a good deal to say about the strike that
is on. To talk about the men refusing to
obey ain award which has been made a com-
icon rule by the Federal Arbitration Court
is absurd, because the Federal Arbitration
Court has no power to make a common rule.
'For shout a fortnight or three weeks we had
a deputation almost daily to either Nit. Munt
or the Acting Premier, and eventually we got
the Acting Premier to agree that the whole
matter should be referred to the court for
decision. That was all we asked, and that
is all we ask now for the engineers, concern-
ing whom Ruch a fuss was made here the
other night. Ink that connection the Perth
Municipal Council endeavoured to shirk their
resiponsibility by handing the matter over to
the Employers' Federation. I am a Perth
ratepayer, and the Perth City Council are
u~intr onw money to bring about reduction of
the wares of men for whom I am seeking an
invrease. What right have the City Council
as an elneted body to be represented
on the Employers' Federation at All
And the Go(vernment have no More risaht
to throw their responsibility on Mr.ont than
the City Couincil have to throw their
rp(p.-ihiilitv on the Employers' Federation.
Parliament is an elective body and the Gov-
ernment are elected by the party representa-
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tive of a section of this Cbnber. The Gov-
ernmnent are elected to accept responsibility
and they should not pass that responsibility
on to anyone else.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not desire to
c-uter into a discussion of any existing dis-
pute. T have come to the conclusion that
if Mr. BMunt's position is one only to fix
wages-

The Premier: No, that is not the only
thing he has to do.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I have Come to the
conelusion that he is only the fifth wheel
ia the coach.

Eon. P. Collier: Mr. Must is mainly doing
that work.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Premier said
that Mr. Moant had to go from Wyndham to
Eucla in connection with this work. Take
the ease of Wyndhami to start with. Who
fixes the wages in connection with the
Wyndham Meat WorksI

The Premier : Mr. MeGhie fixes them
after negotiations have been completed.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Exactly. Mr, Munt is
not consulted in the matter. When it comes
to a question of fixing the wages for work
on the jetty at Wyadhamn or Carnarvon,
who fixes those? The Harbour and Light
Department! Mr. Munt again is not con-
suited. Who fixes the wages of an engine-
driver at Pilbaral The Arbitration Court
fixes the award for a driver of a locomotive.
If that engine-river works, roughly, about
36 hours per week, he draws £10 a week.
The driver at a State Battery, wrho works
48 hours a week,-if he does not work half
a day, he does not draw any pay for it-
gets £5 l0s. a week. The Arbitration Court
has fixed the rate for the engine-driver and
the Mines Department fixes the rate for the
driver at the State battery.

'Mr. Wfllcock: That is not the driver's
fault.

Mr. UNDlERWOOD: I am not saying it
is anyone'7s fault. I am simply pointing out
that Mr. Munt is not doing this work, He
does ijot come into much of it at all. I
cannot make out what Mr. NLant is there
for. The eases referred to by the member
for Hannans arise under an award of the
Arbitration Court..

The Premier: Absolutely.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Then why does Mr.
Mont come into the question at alt, if it is
only an Arbitration Court mattert I sup-
ported the member for Katanning (Mi. A.
Thomson) when hie moved a reduction in
the vote, because I recognise Mr. Munt as
an officer who should not be required in this
position. It may be possible be is being
employed by Ministers as a buffer, but in
the general working of the department he
is not required.

Hon. P. Collier: That is what he is-a
buffer!

The Premier: Not at all.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I move an amend-
niet-

That the item be reduced by f1.
When I last spoke on this matter I pointed
out that fin my opinion we were not getting
service for the nmoney we were expending. In
srpport of that contention I drew the atten-
tion of hon. members to the report of the
Public Service Commissioner which has j ust
been issued. On page 5 they will see the Eel-
lowing paragraph:-

The classification of the service was
wade by three commissioners each of
whom had an intimate knowledge of one
section of the service,-oither clerical,
accountancy, or professional. These
officials were -given an excellent oppor-
tunity of gaining a complete knowledge
of their particular section of the work
applying right through the service, and
were able, after investigating all depart-
meats and examining the work done by
officers, to relatively fit in and adjust the
various values.

There is a second paragraph wvhich contains
what I might call a considerable kick
against the board appointed by this Cham-
ber. The Commissioner states-

After having gained this intimate and
complete knowledge, these officials are
overruled by a board, the members of
which have not had an opportunity 'if
studying the service as a whole, but who,
nevertheless, on verbal evidence, alter and
amend opinions based on s~fh knowledge.

Later on he says-
Broadly speaking, a number of the deci-
sions of the board have made satisfied
officers discontented with their lot because
other Officers, Onl the principle of ''some-
thing to gain and nothing to lose" have
appealed, and to the surprise of their
fellow officers have succeeded in securing
increased classification or- salary, or both.
Air. 0 'Loghlen: They were well up on the

top too.
Mr. A. THOMSON: That mnay be so. The

Public Service Commissioner continues-
One of the *liffieultics to be contended
with, is the irresponsibility of evidence
given by some witnesses called frtom out-
side the service. My representative may
obtain excellent evidence as to salaries
paid outside the service to place before
the board, but is met with a refusal to
allow information given to 1im to be used
publicl 'Y, whereas appellants brought wit-
nesses who had no hesitatioa-sowetimes
with very scanty knowledge of the offi-
cer's work-in expressing the opinion that
the officer appealing was considerably
under-paid. . . .The question is a difficult
one and I do not desire it to be imagined
that I am antagonistic to the right of
appeal. In my opinion, however, the
Public Service Appeal Board Act goes too
far in this direction, and an effort should
be made on the conclusion of the hearing
of appeals against the recent classification
of the service, to have the whole matter
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of appeal thoroughly considered and pro-
posals made either for the repeal of the
Act or a revision of some of its provisions.

We find this particular department is ex-
pected to look after the service and classify
the positions of 1,600 employees, drawing
salaries totalling £E403,780. Yet this report
shows that the two expert cGoninissioners,
who were appointed to carry out this weork,
after putting up certain recommendations
were over-ruled and their work was nulli-
fied.

The Premier: Those were appeals against
the classification.

Mr. A. TIHOMSON: I admit that, but I
would like an expression of opinion from
the Premier as to whether he will con-
sider the recommendations broughlt forward
by the Public Service Commissioner. It
the whole of the appeals have been
dealt with and the Civil Service has been
put on a firmner basis, then the Public
'Service Appeal Board Act should be re-
pealed. In moving for the reduction in
this officer's salary, I have nothing what-
ever to say against the individual officer
occupying the position. We have it on the
evidence of the Premier himself and members
of the Opposition tha-t practically the whole
of Mr. Munt's time is taken up with fixing
and adjusting wages.

The Premier: T dlid not say anything of
the sort. I said it was his duty to do that,
but he deals with other questions as well in
his capacity as Assistant Public Service Comt-
missioner.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is so, but prac-
tically the whole of his time so far has been
taken up in dealing with these mtatters. I
do not say tlint that constitutes the whole of
the duties lie has been appointed to carry out.
The general powers and duties of the Public
Service Commissioner are set out in Section 9
of the Public Service Act. I wish to draw
the attention of the Govenment to the man-
nier in which f consider we cani get better
value for the money we are paying in cone-
tion with the Public Service Commissioner 'a
department. The Public Service Coinmis-
siouer, in his report, says--

In this connection I would point out that
good salaries should only be paid when
there is good and efficient service. It will
be readily realised that it is quite an in-
possibility for the Commissioner to be cog-
nisant of the details of every branch of
each department. It is imperative, there-
fore, that the heads of departments anti
branches should really be the '"eves'" of
the Government and the Commissioner....
The Premier: That is so. They should be

the managers of their departments.
M1r, A. THOMSON: We will admit that,

lint those of us who have anything to do with
the Government department- know that there
ii not th-it co-ordiniation and co-operation be-
tween the various departumeats that there
shiouil he, anid the consequence is that the
tlepnrtinentg are probably costing a consider-
aidle aniount of money more than should be

the case. Probably there are duplications.
The Comamnissioner should be in the position
of an inspector, with the righit to enter any
department inil see for himself that the
Stt is getting value.

Mr- IfeCALLUM: While I agree that it is
necessary that M1inisters should have the ad-
vice of an officer who will make himself ac-
quninted with the different awards in order
that lie may arrive at a sound judgment in
dealing with employees of the department, I
cannot agree with the Premier that the ap-
pointment of 'Mr. 'Munt is not a. delegation
of the responsihilities of Ministers to Gov-
erninent officials. I can quote instances.
When the declaration was madie that the
hours of Government employees were to be
increased front 44 to 48, the first intimation
the employees received was by letter from
Mr, Mtint to the officials of the union. It
was decided to send a deputation to the Gov-
ermnent and 1 hadl to make the arrangements.
r went to the Minister for Works. His reply
to me wras, ''Thank God T have nothing to
do with this. It has to be dealt with by
Mr. Munt''

Hon. P, (ollier: A shirking of respoasi-
Lility.

Mr. 'McCALLI'M: It shows that although
the Governmen10t had declared iin favour of in-
creased hours fur their employees, MNinisters.
%icre not to deal with it. It was to he dele-
gated to a public official. Another instance:
During the discussion that arose between the
un1ion. officials and Mr. Mnnt, one of the
points raised n-its that after notice of retire-
incut front an agreemnut was; given, the Gov-
erment n-cre at liberty to enforce any wages
or w orking tonditiuns they~ chose, that there
as no obligation eon the Government to ap-

ply to thne court. That declaration was made
1-v Mfr. Mont. In the House the other night,
the 'Minister for Mines said hie did not agree
with that, and that Cabinet also was not in
agreement with it. Yet here is a public official
intilmatig that that is the condition which
Umist prevail. Clearly the public official is
overriding the Government.

lion. P. Collier: Acting Linder instructions
from them.

Mr. MleCALLU'M: How- are the unions to
know where they stand, when they are told
byv the official that they have to submit to
altered hours and eonditians, yet when it
comes to facing piublie opinion, the Minister
says lie dloes not agree w-ith it? Clearly the
Governmentt ar-c shirking their responsibility
in this way. At election tinus Ministers and
membhers have to declare themnselves; but
he-re it is left to ant official to make the de-
ehirtation, and whenL the question is raised in
Parliamentt, tihe Minister says he does not
agree with the finding of the official. If that
h, not dlelegating Cabinet responsibility, I do
not know what is. Will the Premier agree to
any Government official receiving a deputa-
tioin and deciding on the expenditure of pub-
lic funids on any question other than wages?
If1 I want a new school or sonic other work
iii my district, I have to go to a Minister;
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but when it conmes to the fixing of wages for
working men, Ministers say they wvilt not deal
with it, that it has been handed to a public
Official. Why the distinction? 1"t appears to
me Ministers know it is unpopular to reduce
wages and increase hour;, and so, because it
will lose them votes at the poll, they give it
to some unfortunate public servant.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort. Mr.
Munt was engaged in applying anl award
which meant a considerable increase in wages.

'.%r. McCKLLUM: But I object to a public
official having the power to say what wages
shiall be paid to a man and what hours he
shall work. I do not agree, whether it means
increase or decrease; the principle is wrong.
When we met Mr. Colebatch onl this question
ho refused to discuss wages with us, declaring
that we would have to go to Mr. *.Muat.

lion. P. Collier: A nice attitude to adopt!
Mr. MeCALLU'M: The attitude of the Gov-

era mient wvas to force their decision on the
inen through Mr. ±Mnnt, who thus has the re-
sponsibility of saying how public funds are
to be expended. The Premier argues that be-
cause the railway award gave a reduction, it
was to be applied indiscriminately through-
out the departments.

The Premier: When the court gave an in-
crease, we made it apply without discrimdna-
tion.

Mr. MeCALLUM: But that was done as the
result of a previous understanding. When it
,comes to forcing reductions, the union is -not
approached until they get the intimation that
the reduction is to be made. Storekeepers in
the Education Deportment were reduced to
the amount provided under the railwayiman's
award. It brought them considerably under
the award for storekeepers among the shop
assistants.

The Premier: Bat they were under an out-
side award.

'Mr. MeCALLUM: Whon we go to the court
-we have to face all awards. At the State
Implement Works one does not approach Mr.

Shaw onl the question of wages, but has to
go to Mr. Munt, while Mr. MeGhie, who has
control of the mneat work-

The Premier: 'Mr. MeGhie's position is very
different.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The activities of Mr.
Muat are directed mainly to reducing men
and women on wages. Only yesterday, or the
dal- be-fore, we had in the "'West Austr-a-
lian"' an announcement that hleads of depasrt-
i nents were getting increases up to £200 per
aninum, while in another column in the same
issue 'Mr. Mfult was arguing about paying
school cleaners, widons, Is. 6id. per week.
Surely Cabinet u-ill not tolerate that, even
from Mr. Mfunt. Reductions should be ap-
plied all round, should not be confined to
those people on wages. We have a declara-
tion from the Premier to-nipht-made public
for the first time-that it is the Government 's
policy to increase working hours.

The Premier: No, I said we stand by what
has been dlone by public officials.

Mr. MeCALLUM: That is hardly facing
the position s~quarely. Are we to understand

that the dt!LibiOII was made by this officiat or
by Goveraneut decision'

The Premier: The Government must take
the responsibility.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM: Who did it?
The Premier: I tell you the Government;

must take the responsibility .
Mr, 'MeCALLUU: Who initiated the alter-

ation? Are we to understand that a paid set-
vant of the Government is to step in and
increase hours? The Premier says he will
stand b-y what this public servant has done.
Where do the G-overnmuent stanad?

The Premier: Where do you stand?
Mr, MeCALLUM:- 'Ihero is no doubt where

I stand. The public are entitled to know
where the Government stand. Was that a
Cahiact decision?

The Premier: We are not discussing that.
Mr. 'MeCALLUM:- The Premier stated

earlier in thle evening that it was a Govern-
ment decision. Now be is trying to get rotiad
it.

The Premier-: You know it is before the
court. Do you want to influence it?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes; efforts are made
by others to inrfluence the court.

The Premier:- Not by the Government.
Mr. McCA.LLUMN: There is propaganda by

the Press, by public mnen, and responsible citi-
vens, to create an atmosphere so that the court
will be prepared for it. What was done in
connection with the stacking of the Pederal
Couirt?

The Premnier: What has that to do with this
question?

Mr. MeCALLUM: 'We are discussing the
salary of a public servant and we want to
know whother, if that office is continued, it
will be used by the Government to dodge mak-
ing a declaration on such an important ques-
tion as the workinrg hours of their employcs.

The Premier: What has the question before
the court to do with Mr. -Munt?

'Mr. 'MeCALLUM: Everything, becauss! it
is on his initiation that the case is before
the court. It is the result of a letter seat
to all unions having men working for the
Government. Du the Government stand be-
hind what is being dlone or has the public
servant himself dlone it?

The Premier: The case is before the court
and you know it.

Mr. 'MeCALLUMA: It is idle for the Pre-
msier to say that he is following what the court
has done. The Government have endeavouredi
to introduce something which the court re-
fused. In the miners' and railway eases thle
court was risked to increase the hours fronm
44 to 48, and in both cases the court re-
f used. Those who were on 44 hours were
ordered to be continued on 44 hours. Now
the Government arc attemipting to force 'I8
hours. 'Was this a decision of Cabinet or of
a public servant? If we are to lock to a
public official on these matters, should not we
strike out this item an~d insist on the Gov-
ernmnent c-arry-ing their responsibilities? The
thousands of employees of the Government ari-e
entitled to know the position.
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The Premier: They are all trying to get
into the Government service, anyhow.

Mr. MeCXALLUX: Whether they are de-
sirous of getting in or out, they are entitled
to know the position. The Government gave
private employers the lend in increasing hoors,
andi see wherte they have landled us. One in-
dustry is in a very parlous position, and mighit
hold tip thousands of employees. This arises
from thle lead given by the Government.

The Premier: That is unfair. You know
it is wrong. There is not an atom of truth
i ii it.

Mr. MeC'ALLUjM: I challenge the Premier
to point to anyone who gave the lead to in-
crease hours before the Government. Let the
Premnier name anyone. Hle cannot. The Glov-
ernment took the lend.

The Premier: You are juaking political uise
of it.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I ant statipig facts.
The Premier: It is pure polities.
Mr. MeCALLUM: It is my duty to point

nut where the action of the Government is
likely to lead.

The Premier: If we reduc-ed the hours to
20 a weak there would still be trouble.

Mr. Me(JALLIUM: If the position as do-
elared by Mr. Munt had remained-

The Premier: It did not remain.
Mr. MeCALLUM: It was only after con-

siderablo discussion that we secured an alter-
ation; if the position had remained there
would have been chaos in every industry in
the State. The Government were telling emr-
ployers that they merely had to retire from
an award or agreement and they could then
do anything they liked.

The Premier: We did not tell them any-
thing of the sort,

Mr. M.%eCALLU'M: You did. It cannot ho
denied. I had to take tip the discussioti with
the acting Premier in the columns of tho
''West Australian"! I discussed it with the
Solicitor General who pig-headedly supported
the attitude of the acting Pretrier. Fortun-
ately the President of the court has reversed
that and told them they were absolutely
wroug. If emiployers generally had followed
tIn- lend girten them, there would have been
turmoil.

The Premnier: They have not.
Mr. MvrCALLUMI: The Government should

take the revitoumibility and not hide behind
the skirts of a public offlcer.

The Proinir: We do not hide behind the-
skirts of- anyone.

'Mr. 'McCALLI'M: Since I have been speak-
ing the Premier hag shif ted from the answer
hev gave the Leader of the Opposition. He
said the Government were responsible for the'
dt-vlqation of hours andi now he says he will
s-and by what a public servant says. If the
Premier persists in that attitude and a public
official line to shoulder the responsibility, our
1 est course would be to strike out the it~em.

lon. W. C. ANGWJ'N: I intend to vote
against the amndmnent. The officer is more
to he pitied than blamed. lHe is carrying out
the instructions of the Government.

lion. P. Collier: Of course he is.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The officer should
not be coudemned for carrying out instruc-
tions issued to hint The u'.ember for liannans
put the position clearly. He was told by the
astiag Premier that the mnatter had been set-
tled by the Government. It was the duty
of the officer to carry out instructions. There
is no necessity to refuse to pass his salary
because of some act of the lovernment. The
ollicer i3 in a difficult position. Higher paid
oflicers hare received salary increasges daring
the last few months, and naturally the others
wvant to know why their pay is likely to be
iedueed and their hours extended. This sort
of thing tends to cause dissatisfaction. The
Appeal Board decision will ocasion more
dilsatisfaction than would have resulted if
the board had never been appointed.

Hon. P. Collier: Certainly it will.
Hon. W. C, ANOTWIN:, The member for

Katanining wanted to know the attitude of the
Government regarding the Appeal Board and
whether they were going to carry out the ad-
v-icc of the Public Service Commissioner. When
the Appeal Board B~ill was before the House,
the hon. memiber had nothing to say on it.

-Mr. A. Thomson: It was a promise by the
Government.

lRon. WV. C. ANOWFN: I admit it was a
promnise to settle the strike, Prior to that
Parliament decided the question of salaries.
This question has now been entirely removed
from Parliament.

Mr. A. Thomnson: There is flu reasbon, itr
that they have done their work, why the board
s-hould not be abolished.

lUna. W. C. ANCWIN: If action is takeu
ini respect to the Public Service generally,
similar to that taken in the case of the wages
staff, the Appeal Board will shortly hava2 to
recommnence their work.

Mr. A. Thomson: WVhat is sauce for the
goose is sauce for the gander.

lion. W. C. ANOWVJX: Eighty to 90 per
cent. ot the in creases graiuted by the Appeal
Board barLe gone to officers d~rawing higher
salaries, and those drawing lower salaries have
b-cit put on one side.

The Premier: N, they all got some-f 12.
ion. WV. U. ANOWIN: That was a grade

ineretac.
The Premier: No, they were rnis3-d from

£252 to £284.
Ron. P. Collier: The Appeal 'Board did 67t

grant that.
The Preuier: Yes, the hoard gave them

£12.
leu. "W. C. AtWN:It is about time t0e

actual wage was fixed, not the grade, and then
there might he seine conitinuity. The Arbitr-a-
tion Court fixes the minimum wage but an-
flt unately the mnimumn becomes the maxi-
itna. We hav- duaql control at present. The
.\-si~tant Public Sen-ice Commnissioner's time
Ila. been taken up with the Appeal Board.
le lhas not had time to varry cut the work
which the member for Xatanuing says ho
winld. do.

Mr. A. Thomson: But you think it should
be (lone?
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Hon. XV. C. ANGW~iN It is the duty of
the Public Service Commissioner to ascertain
what is being done in the offices, and he has
to be guided to a large extent by the heads
of departments.

Mr. Pickering: Both officers?

lIon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yea. This officer
has boon carrying out duties imposed upon
him by the Governmeut, and we should not
reduce his salary, which would amount to a
vote of censure upon him.

Mr. A. Thomson: That was never in-
tended.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I cannot vote for the
amendment.

Mr. A. Thomson: I would get a shock it
you did,

Hon, P. COLLIER: It would be much
better if the hon. member would move to re-
duce the total vote. The Public Service Coin-
missioner in his annual report makes the fol-
lowing references to the duties allotted to his
assistant:

(a) Investigating all wages matters to
ensure that similar rates of pay prevail in
all depart-ments for same class of work.

That is very essential. There is often a great
difference in the conditions of employment of
men, say-, in the Public Works Deportment
and those in the Water Supply Department.
Discrepancies of this kind lead to dissatis-
faction, and it is desirable that uniformity
should he obtained.

(b) Dealing with all industrial matters re-
garding claims for amended wages or
working conditions. .
ec) Representing the Commissioner before
the Arbitration Court, the Public Service
Appeal Board, or on a wages board.
The new position was designed to afford
assistance to myself and to relieve Mi n-
isters; of all detail work in relation to in-
dustrial affairs, and to secure uniformity.
A large number of industrial matters have
been dealt with during the year, and it is
anticipated that the current year will be a
particularly strenuous, one in this regard.

Soi long as Mr. Munt's work is confined to
thisj he will be performing a useful function.
All matters of principle, increasing or re-
ducing wages, or hours of labour, should rest
entirely with the Government. If I want to
consult a Minister as to certain rates of
wages I object to going to i Government
servant and placing my case before him. I
should refuse to do so, and would advise the
unions to do the same. We are entitled to go
to a Minister direct.

The Premier: They all do that.
Hon. P. COLLIER: When a deputation

representing the organised labour of this
State required to discuss a question of wages
they were told by the Acting Premier that
he was tnt going to discuss a subject of that
nature with them, and that they must see Mr.
Ihint. That was a wretched evasion of dluty
and -responsibility. Deputations have the
right to deniatad the attention of a Minister
on a question of this sort.

The Premier: They get it, 1 assure you.
Hon. P. COLLIER: They did not get it

I roan the Acting Premier. On the other hand,1Nlr. \lJunt says, "I cannot discuss wages with
you, because I have instructions from Cab-
inet.'' It is, therefore, waste of time to
go to him upon such a matter. For the last
nine months I have been trying to get a
settlement regarding some women cleaners; in
my district, but at the present rate of pro-
gress the refusal of a miserable is. 6d. per
week for these women will have cost in cor-
respondence more than the total amount in-
volved. I refuse to see Mr. Munt on a ques-
tion of this nature. Sonmc line of demarcation
should he drawn between the general prin-
ciple of the working conditions, and the de-
tails which the assistant public service comn-
missioner is required to go into in order to
secure uniformnity. It was never intended that
a government official should be set up as an
arbitration tribunal to fix the rates of wages.
2\U1insters should receive -all deputations,
though it is qnite right that this officer
should advise them and prepare cases for
them. If I ant ever concerned in any wages
dispute, I shall insist upon my rights ais a
member to see the Minister controlling the
depar-tament in iihich the employees concerned
a re enagaged.

The Premtier: No member has over been
- denied thiat right.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Acting Premier
did so.

Thle Premier: I ant Sure he did not do
that in the way you suggest.

Il-on. P. COLLIER: He said, "You must
diseus"s the question of wages with My
Munt.?' If this question is not put right at
onace Ministers will continue to evade their
responsibilities and the power (if the holder
of this office -will increase froin year to year.
That would be wrong. Mr. Hut's work
should be confined to that which legitimately-
comes withint his sphere and function. He
shouldl not undertake the duties which pro-
perly and legitimately belong to a. Minister.

Thle PREMIER: I have already explained
that almost all our Government einployees
work under arbitration awards. I have been
approached More than once in connection

Twith questions of emnploynent, andi my
reply has always been, "You must have
y-our wages fixed by the Arbitration Court."
I have never negotiated a rate of pay with
men employed by the Government in any ca-
pacity, nor varied such a rate. Questions of
that kind are before the court now. We have
adopted the award given in the railway case,
and applied it to our other men. Wages were
on the increase, and wages were always based
on the cost of living, which was bound to
lead to trouble. A umn is entitled to be
paid on the results of his work, not merely
on the actual living cost. The Federal Arbi-
tration Court has increased the hours, When
the cost of living conies down, the employers,
having in mind arguments for increase of
w ages based on the cosrt of living, apply to
the court for wages to be fixed accordingly.

1921



1222 ASSE&MBLY.)

non. W. C. Angwin: If the cost of living
is coining down, why did the Appeal Board
put up salaries?

The PREMIER: I do not know. In re-
ply to the Leader of the Opposition I wish to
pay that no member of Parliament has ever
so fat as I know, been refused the right to
discuss any question with any Minister. I
know I have been interviewed two or three
times in the course of a week by union re-
presentatives.

Mr. Munpie: That was not in connection
with Government employees.

The PREMIER: I have had such a de-
putation at midnight. 'Mr. Munt cannot do
more than rteomnid. There must be uni-
formnity, and the- awards must be applied
fairly to at] time men. In many cases Mr.
Muat 's inquiries regardi ng wages have been of
advantage to amen. Mfr. INunt is not there with
power to increase or reduce wages, but to
make the awards fit in as regards all the de-
partmnents. If six Ministers fixed wages for
six departments, we would have the same
tangle again as we hand some years ago. The
Chamber need not fear that the Government
will shirk their responsibilities. The ease
which has been dealt with to-night at such
length is now before the Arbitration Court,
and should be left to thme decision of the
court.

Mr. PICKERING: I made sonic inquiry
previously as to the nature of the work fall-
ing on the shoulders of this officer. I said I
could see no provision for such an appoint-
mieat. On referring to time Public Service
Conimissioner 'a report of last year, however,'I find the following under the beading "'In-
dustrialt Matters':-

In view of the increasing responsibilities
placed on the office of Public Service Corn-
missioner, I have for sonmc tints felt the
need of 'assistance in order to carry out the
functions of my office satisfactorily. This
assistance became absolutely essential when
the responsibility of inrestigatiag and re-
porting upon industrial matters was placed
on my shoulders. My views were accepted
by the Government, and Mfr. C. A. Munt,
Under Secretary for Public Works and
Trading Concerns, who had obtained valu-
able informiation 'while acting as Assistant
Commissioner in connection with the re-
classification, was on my recommendation
promoted to the new office of Assistant
Public Service Commissioner created nder
Section 37 of the Public. Servive Act. M.%r.
Munt 's duties include such matters as (a)
being responsible for investigating all
wages matters, and seeing that similar
rates of pay prevail in all departments for
the samne class of work; (b) dealing with
all industrial unions regarding claims or re-
arrangements of wages and working condi-
tions; (e) representing the Commissioner
before the Arbitration Court, Public Ser-
rice Appeal Board, or on a wages board.

It seems to me that the very duties to which
the Leader of the Opposition' and the member
for Sooth Fremuantle have taken exception

are those to which this gentleman was speci-
ally appointed. The report for the year
ended on the 30th June, 1922, states-

In nmy last report I referred to the ap-
peintument of Mr. C. A. MIuot (late Under
Secretary of Works and Trading Concerns)
as Assistant Public Service Commissioner,
with functions as wider - ,

Paragraphs (a), (b) and (c), which I have
already quoted, are here repeated, and the
report proceeds--

The new position was designed to afford
assistance to myself, and to relieve 'Minis-
ters of all detail work in relation to indus-
trial affairs, and to secure uniformity, A
large number of industrial matters have
been dealt with dluring the year, and it is
anticipated that time current year will be a
particularly streuuous one in this regard.
Mr. MAunt reports that the majority of the
aw-ards or agreements applicable to Gov-
eranment workers having expired some con-
siderable time, the Government decided,
towards the end of thme year now under re-
view, that the time was opportune for re-
version to thme 48-hour week. Under the
railway award delivered by the State Arbi-
tramtion Court in May last, the basic wage
was reduced front 80s. to 77s. per week,
and it was therefore also decided to frame
the. 48-hour week schedules on the new
basis.

It seems to ime clear that the intention is
that this officer shall have the duty of de-
ciding on labour questions. From the report
it appears that his duties are likely to be Cven
greater this year than in the previous year.
In view of that, I fail to see how it is pos-
sible for 'Mr. 'Munt, to act on the lines indi-
cated by the member for Katanning. it
seems to me, however, that the Public Service
Comnmnissi oner, having been relieved of all
those duties and responsibilities, should find
tinme to make the inquiries suggested by the
nmember for Katanning.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He does.
'Mr. A. Thomson: In his report he says it

is impossible.
'Mr. PICKERING:t The Public Service

Conmmissioner says-
During the past 12 amonths comparatively

little has been done in the way of reorgan-
isation, owing to the demands of the appeal
board and the necessity for devoting a
large proportion of the time at my disposal
to ordinary administrative duties requiring
iiiy attention.

I hope that instead of giving his attention to
extraneous matters, the Public Service Comn-
missioner will henceforth perform the duties
for which he was specially appointed, rather
than trust to the Under Secretaries.

The Premier: They must umaxnge their de-
partments.

Mfr. PICKERING: There has been evi-
dence of lack of manageament by the Under
Secretaries.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Public Service
Commissioner must be guided] by the Under
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Secretaries, who are tine managers ot the de-
partments.

The Premier: Apparently they have no re-
sponsibility at alt.

Mr. PICKERING: From his last two re-
ports it appears that the Public Service Com-
missioner's attention has been devoted not to
the Public Service but to the wages section
of Government employees.

Amendment put and negatived.
Vote put and passed.
Vote- Government Motor Car Service,

£1l,164:

Mr. A. THOM.SON: Cannot the Premier
give any explanation of this vote? Surely
there are some particulars.

The Premier: 'What particulars do yeu
,want?

Air. A, THOMSON: We have here large
expenditure.

Mr, Davies: But less than last year.
Mr. A. THOMSON: Still, there is no harm

in knowving how the money is spent.
The PREMIER: There is no harm in ask-

ing for that information. The member for
Katanning knows as well as anybody else
how the money is expended. He knows that
in connection with his own business motor
ears must be used. The same thing applies
to the Government service. We have quite
a number of departments using tine cars and
involving trips of inspection and so forth.

Mr. A. Thomson: Are they all out of
this?

The PREMIFR: Yes.
Mr. A. Thomson: That is useful informa-

tion.
The PRE-MIER: Where else could it come

from?
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Cannot the member

for Katanning see that there are recoups
from the other departmental

Mr. LUTEY: Are reports received from
the various departments as to the distance
travelled, expenses and so forth?

The Premier: Yes.
Mr. LUTEY: Are the police department

ears separate from this listi
The Premier: Yes, they are separate.
Vote put and passed.
Vote-Printing, £7,584-agreed to,.

Vote-Tourist and Publicity Bureau,
£1,597:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would like some in-
formation regarding the activities of this
department. Judging from the advertise-
ments in the newspapers this department is
branching out in a most liberal and, I
should say, expensive method of promoting
its work. I Suppose it is right that there
should be a director. Every State devotes
a considerable amount of publicity to its
tourist resorts, and there is the desire to
make out resorts attractive, not only to
visitors but to our own people as well, I
am nut too sure that this department is not
attempting to get ahead of itself. It would

appear that there is an attempt to force
tours upon p~eople. Many towns have been
visited by the director during the year and
their beauties and attractions have been
emphasised.

Mr. Davies: Very often those visits have
been at the request of time various towns.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Na doubt the towns
will request anything that me-ans Govern-
ient expenditure and no expense to them-
selves. Seine towns in Western Australia
live by robbing people for about three
mUonths in the year. The only source of
income they have is derived from robbing
visitors during the holiday season.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: That is done nll the
world over.

lion. P. COLLIER : There i3 no doubt
about that, I do not like to mention any
towns, but I have one or two in mind. I
do not know that the finaneiai position at
present warrants tine spending of any money
in scouring round looking for hills and dales,
lakes or rivers that imay be attractive to
people during the holiday season.

Mr. A. Thomson: It is better to keep the
money in thne State than to allow people
to go to the East.

The Premier:, Wt~ have mixed bathing at
South Premantlel

Hon. P. COLLIER: W%% have heard a lot
about what are described as triangle tours.

The Minister for Agriculture: Four days
for a "ie"

Rion. P. COLLIER: They are organised
by the Tourist Departuient and we some-
times see that after advertising them for a
fortnight, they have been abandoned as the
patronage was not sufficient.

Mr. Davies: There was good reason for
the abandonment of the last tour.

H~on. M. F. Troy: What was the reason?
Mr. Davies: A dry season in the 'North

for one thing.
Hon. 31. F. Troy: Why not let the people

see what a dry season is like in the North?
H-on. P. COLLIER: We might pay atten-

tion to those holiday resorts that -are
necepted by the people as desirable places
for holiday puirposes, but I do not know that
we should increase our expenditure in an
endeavour to open up new holiday resorts
that may be costly. I want to be assured
that the expenditure in connection with
this department is justified.

The PREKItER: I think the money ic-
volved is well spent and that people should
know more of the advantages and beauty
qf their State. It is astonishing that people
do not know of those beauties, Very few
people knowv how beautiful some parts of
the district surrounding Fremantle really
are. The Swan River is attractive and pro-
vides a great deal of pleasure for very many
people but all cannot be accommodated
there. The money expended by the ,depart-
meat is more than recoupled by the
additional railway revenue, derived not only
from visitors but from our own people.
There are many beauty spots iii Western

W
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Austrlija that are worth visiting and .
think the people should realise the advant-
ages this State possesses. They should be
encouraged to spend their money in West-
ern Australia instead of going elsewhere.

Mr. PICKERING: I wish to devote a
word of praise to the officer controlling the
Tourist Department. I am satisfied he is
fully seized with the beauties of the elec-
torates of Sussex and the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition apply in no way
to B~usselton.

Ron. P. Collier: Oh, no!
Mr. PICKERING: The yearly increase in

the number of visitors to that resort is a
sufficient refutation of such a statement. If
the townspeople of Busselton acted as the
Leader of the Opposition indicated, we
would not h-ave our accommodation over-
taxed. In developing the beauty spots of
our State, we are keeping in line with the
Eastern States and New, Zealand. The
Tourist Department is warranted by the
increased revenue brought to the railways
and other public conveniences.

A-r. M1JUNSIE: I have no fault to find
with the officers of the Tourist Department.
In Western Australia we have some of the
finest pleasure resorts to be found in the Comn-
monwealth, but we have some of our best re-
sorts that are absolutely neglected. Has the
Premier any information to give the Com-
mittee regarding extra accommodation to be
provided at the Cave Mfouse, where, as soon
as the warm weather sets in, the manager has
to refuse applications for accommodation.

The Premier: That will always he so.
Mr. MUNSIE: Two years ago, we discussed

this matter and promises were made that al-
terations would be effected at the Cave House.
Can the Premier inform the Committee
whether anything has been done? It seems
to me that the officers of the Tourist Depart-
ment are trying to popularise unpopular trips
as against doing something to popularise
further the more popular resorts that we
have.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I should like to
-s know if this department is responsible for

defacing the railway carriages with a lot of
cheap advertisemnents.

The Premier: No, that is done by the Rail-
way Department.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Well, the placards,
or some of them, are advertisig the Tourist
Department. Railway carriages ought not
to be disfigured in that way.

Hon. P. Collier: It displays the tnste or
an aborigine. They have somebody's beer
advertised all over the dining care.

The PREMIER: I agree that it amounts
to a defacement, but the responsibility is with
the Railway Department. I will mention it to
the Commisioner of Railways.

Mfr. A. THOM1SON: There is one direction
in which the department might extend its jr-
tivities. A large number of passenger steama-
ers come to Fremantle, and people getting off
those boats for a few hours know not where to
go for a little trip. I have had the leasure
of directing sonme of theni to Point Walte r

and other agreeable places. If a little tourist
literature were distributed on those boats, it
would be an advantage. The expenditure in-
cut-red in printing would be more than re-
couped in railw'ay and tramway fares

Vote put and passed.
Vote, Literary and Scientific Grants,

£:9,250-agreed to.
Progress reported.

l'APH'EBS-AUDITQR GENERAL'S RE -
POUT, PUBLIC ACCOUNSTS.

lioni. P'. COLLIER: I1 should like to know
when the report of the Auditor General will
he made available. I think we ought to have
it before we proceed very far with the discus-
dion of the Estimates. Also, the Premier
might tell us -when thle Public Accounts, us-
ually presented with the Estimates, wHi be
inatlde available.

The PHEMIER: 1 will inquire, and will let
thle hon. n-,ember know.

ifomc adjournaed at 10.36 p.m.

tegietativc Council,
Thursday, ;,6th October, 1959g.
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'The l'RESII)ENT took the Chair at 4.30
put., and read prayers.

QUESTION- 0ERAILDTO-N BOAT SLIP.

Hon. J1. W. HICKEY asked thle Minister for
Education: 1, In view of the fact that the
answers given to the questions asked by the
Hon. 3. Mills in enanetion with the Geraidton
boat slip are in direct opposition to the state-
meats made by local residents, wvill he stae
the source fromi which he received his infer-
niation? 2, Is he -aware that two or more
boat,, are abreintely prohibuited front going
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