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Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—MARRIED WOMEN'S
PROTECTION.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [66]: I
have perused the Bill carefully and I must
congratulate the Government on having in-
troduced it. The measure, it appears to me,
will have a beneficial effect 80 far as women
are concerned.

Question put and passed.

Bill read n seecond time.

In Committee.
Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause 4——Constitution of court:

Hon. A. IOVEKIN: Clause 12 makes pro-
vision for a special magistrate fo vary or
discharge an order and it would be wise to
provide for a special magistrate as well as
a police or resident magistrate in this in-
stance. I move an amendment-—

That in line 3 ‘‘or’’ be struck out and
after ‘‘resident’’ the words ‘‘or speeial®’
be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clanses 5 to 11—agreed to.

Clauge 12—Special magistrate may vary or
discharge order.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: 1 consider this a
very necessary and much-required Bill. Clause
12 creates alnost a new departure in that it
allows the same court to re-hear a case. This
can be dene under the State Children’s Aet
and it has proved a very useful provision.

Progress reported.

BIILS (2)—FIRST READING.
1. Dairy Industry.
2. Geraldton Racecourse.

Raceived from the Assembly.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.
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p.m,, anl read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor reeeived
and read notifying assent to the Supply Bill
{No. 2), £650,000.

QUESTION—ART UNIONS AND LOT-
TERIES,

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that a decision has been ar-
rived at by Cabinet with regard to the privil-
cges of art unions and lotteries? If so, will
he state the nature of sueh decision¥ 2, Has
a distinction been made between churches and
racing clubg in favour of the former? 3, If
80, how does he justify such distinetion in
view of the fact that the former stands for
condemnation of the practice whilst the lat-
ter constantly endorses it?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, raffles,
sweeps, and art unions which are held in aid
of charitable and other worthy objects with
the approval and support of a large section
of the public are being permitted, as it was
considered if they were entirely suppressed it
would mean the closing of many channels of
benevolence and departing from a rule fol-
lowerd by previous Governments, 2, It is not
considered racing clubs come within the scope
of charitable objects, nor yet arc they an
ohject for benevolence. 3, Answered by Nos.
1 and 2.
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QUESTION—GROUP SETTLERS, DE-
LAYS IN TRANSPORT.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that there has been considerable
delay and expense has been imposed upon
group settlers by failure in transport to con-
vey wives, families, furniture, and personal
effects from Busselton to the groups? 2, Is
he aware that in consequence settlcrs have
been compelled to go into debt to defray such
expenses? 3, Does he propose te rccoup set-
tlers for such expenses?

The PREMIER replied: There has been
some delay and possibly a little expense, but
the department are not aware of any consid-
erable amount, further, field assistance has
been provided to enable improvement of
transport organisation. Group settlers receive
mreh more assistance in this direction than
ordinary sclectors. 2, No. 3, Answered by
(1) and (2).

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST SHIPPING
SERVICE.

Mr, MeCALLUM asked the Premier: Ts it
a fact that the State Government have agreed
to o private shipping company running a
vessel on the North-West coast and that such
vessel is to be manned by coloured labour?

The PREMILER replicd: This is a Federal
matter, but the Government supported the
running of another boat on the coast for pas-
sengers, eargo, and cattle,

QUESTION — PRIMARY PRODUCERS'
ASSOCIATION AND THE GOVERN-
MENT.

Mr, MeCALLUM asked the Premier: 1,
Have Mr. Colebatch and Mr. George been
second and third senior memboers respectively
of the Cabinet since his Govermment was
formed in June, 19197 8, Is it a fact that
the executive of the Primary Prodncers’ As
sociation subsequent to their confereiee held
in August made a demand that a MMinister
representing their association be appointed
second senior member of the Cabinet? 3, Is
the announcement correct which appears in
Tuesday’s ** West Australian,”’ altering the
order of precedence, which disrates the Min-
ister for Education and fthe Minister for
Works and makes the Minister for Agricolture
their senior?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2, and 3, The
whole matter has already been made  publie,
and there is no further information to give.

QUESTION—MADLE CASE.

Mr. HARRTSON {(for Mr. Johnston) asked
the Premier: 1, What action has been taken
by the Government to give effect to the re-
solution of the House (carried at the instance
of the present Colonial Seeretary) in regard
to an ndequate compassionate allowanee for
Mr, Thomas Mable? 2, What amount hus
been offered to Mr. Mable? 2, What amount
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was claimed by him ju his action against the
Crown in the Supreme Court? 4, Was Mr
Mable’s elaim exclusive of the value of his
five years’ labour on his farm% &, Does the
elaim similarly exclude compensation for his
five years’ illegal detention in the Claremont
Asylum? 6 Will the Government make a full
statement of their intentions in this matterl

The PREMIER replied: 1, The matfer is
under consideration. 2, £100. 3, £2.710 55,
3., plus (a) allowance for five years’ work
on farm; (b) interest on capital invested in
farm; (c) allowance for cach of five years’
dotention at the asylum. (4 and 5, Answered
hy No. 3. 6, Yes.

QUESTION—LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MEXT RILL.

Alleged reflection on FParliamcent.

(‘apt, CARTER asked the Premier: 1, Has
bis attention been drawn to the following
statement appearing over the mame of Mr
Jas. Mather in Monday’s ¢“Daily News’’:—
'*Had he (Archbishop Riley) been in the
galleries of the Assembly during the pasi
four weeks, when the Licensing Act Amend
ment Bill was being considered and seer
how the liquor interests from the Speaker’:
gallery controlled Parliament, he would nod
have held the above opinion, ‘That Parlia
ment wisbes to do what is right’ 't 2
What action does he contemplate taking t«
proteet Parliament from such malicious and
unfounded statements?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Th«
matter has been referred to the Solicitor
General for adrice.

RETURN—HOIDES, EXPORT.

On motion by Mr. MANN, ordered—
That a return he laid upon the Table of th
House showing;—1, The number of ship
ments of hides from Wyndham to Londox
2, The number of hides in cach shipment
3, The priee per 1b, f.0.b. Wyndham. 4, Th
price per Ib. and the number sold lande
weights London. 5, The number sent on con
sigument. G, The net price per b, realise
for the latter after deducting all expenses o
transport from Western Anstralia to Lon
don.

RETURN—NORTH-WEST, ASSETS,
REVENTE, ETC.

M:, DURACK (Kimberley) {[4.40]:

move—

That & return be Iaid upon the Tabl
of the House showing—1, The value o
all assets belonging to the State, in tha
portion of the Htate North of 260
parallel of South Latitude, standing i
the Government records at the 30th June
1921, 2, The reserve, by way of deprecis
tion and sinking fund against the cost o

P

these assets, if any, and the amount. &
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The amount of depreciation and sinking
fund so provided for, if any, allowed for
in valnation of assets as per No. 1, 4,
The total revenue derived by the State
from all sources in tbat portion of the
State North of 26th parallel of South
Latitude for the ten years ended 30th
June, 1921. 5, The revenuc derived in
the two years ended 3uth June, 1921, 4,
The cost of upkcep, working expenses,
cost of collection of revenue, and alt other
revenue expenditure for the ten years
ended 30th June, 1921,

My objeet in moving this motion is to find
out what our position is with respeet to the
North-West.

Mr. Harrison: Do you want a new State
there?

Mr. DURACK: The motion may lead up
to that point. There wns a conference held
in Albury on the 5th July last of representa-
tives of the New States movement. Im the
proceedings of that conference as published in
the ‘‘Age,”” there appeared a telegram from
Carnarvon, which practically commits the peo-
ple there to the new States movement. Before
we, however, bind ourselves to any proposi-
tion we want to know where we are. The
New States movement is growing and becoin-
ing stronger and more pronoumeed each day.
That is evidenced by Mr. Hughes in his speech
published in this morning’s paper, wherein
he makes referenee to the growing desire on
the part of people for smaller States in
order that they may control their own areas.

Mr., Marshall: There is an election coming
on.

Mr. DOURACK: The telegram from Carnar-
von to which I have referred reads as fol-
lowsg—

The supporters of the New States move-
ment in the North-West of Australia wish
best suceess to the Al-Australia New
Btates conference in their endeavour to
formulate a workable scheme to bring about
the subdivision of the large areas of the
present States, which they are satisfied is
esgential in the task of developing and popu-
lating Australia, North-West Australians
are labouring under particularly great disa-
bilities through being governed by South-
ernets, whose outlook and interests are
Southern and metropolitan. QOur isolation
from the seat of Government agpravates
the disabilities which all country districts
in large States necessarily suffer,

The telegram is a leng one and concludes as

follows—
Amongst many of those who favour sub-
division, however, there is a fear that it is
practieally impossible of realisation. We
erpect the Albury conference to dispel that
idea, and to give a mew stimulus to the
movement here and throughout Australia.

‘We talk about the potentialities of the great
North-West, but we often talk in platitudes.
If it ig a great North-West, we should estab-
- lish its greatnmess. It may be great in the
immensity of its area, but it has not a great
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population. If it is great, and possesses tho
resources to make it even greater, we shonld
take steps to have more money spent there in
order to bring thig about. Before committing
ourselves to the New States policy we should
know where we stand. This movement is not
a2 novel onc, and to some extent is contem-
plated under our present Constitution. See-
tion 63 of the Constitution Aet (Part VL,
Financial) says—

Whenever any portion of the colony is
about to be separated therefrom the Lords
Commigsioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury
may, if requested by the Governor-in-Coun-
¢il on repert and accounts Furnished by him,
declare what portion of the public debt of
the Colony has been expended within the
territory ahbout to be separated, and the
intercst and sinking fund, if any, upon the
portion of the public debt mentioned in any
such declaration shall be a reserved charge
prayable to the Government of Western
Australia by the Government of the separ-
ated territory, and due provision for such
reservedl charge shall be made in any Aet
regulating the Constitution of the separaled
territory. Provided always that nothing
herein contained, and no declaration or pro-
vision as aforesaid, shall in any way pre-
jndice or affect the security of any dehen-
tures which may have been issued by the
Government of Western Australia befare
the separation of any such territory.

If we arc to become a separate State in the
North, we shall have to carry out certain re-
sponsihilitiecs.  The policy of the Couniry
Party to which I have the honour to belong
means that we are practically commitied to
the new State movement.

Mr. Underwood: Do you eall it an honcur?

Mr. DURACK : Certainly.

Myr. Harrison: We are not pledged to the
smaller State mavement in this State.

My, DURACK: T will not say we are ecom-
mitted to it, but the principle has been af-
firmed.

Mr. Harrison: In the Commonwealth?

Mr. DURACK: No, in this State. I think
it was decided at our iaat conference,

Mr. Underwood: Your conference decides
these questions!

Mr, DURACK: Some time ago an
attempt was made to get out a return of this
nature, but it was put aside, as more important
matters were presging at that jumeture. This
is an important question and we are entitled to
find out our position. A lot of figurea regard-
ing Government assistance in the North-West
were prepared by the Under Treasurer when
he was attempting to get out the return to
which I have already referred. I will not
deal with the figures in detail, but I will draw
attention to the statement to show that it
sets out that the Government have spent in 10
years on publiec works in the North-West in-
cluding hospitals, buildings, police quarters,
and so on, but not including jetties, about
£1,230,000. The assets or profits derived by
private companies and trading companies in
the North-West have been set down at about
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£1,000,000. 1 do not know what taxation
would be necessary, but I presume it would be
about 2s. 6d. in the pound, which would mean
a return to the State of aboui £125,000,
representing the taxation that comes an-
nually from the North. When we ask for
the expenditure in the North-West, we are
told that money is mnot available. Possibly
that money is mot available, but if we are
providing more revenue than is being ex-
pended in the North-West, we are entitled to

ask for that increased expenditure. We are
entitled to ask for this return.
Hon, P. Collier: This return will fake

more revenue to get it out than you have
paid in during the last 10 years.

Mr. DURACK: I that i+ so, T think we
are talking in platitudes when we refer to the
great possibilities of the North-West. If that
is true, we must pursue some other policy. We
are entitled to know what our pogition is. We
should know what we have to face. That in-
formation would be required by an ordinary
businesgs concern. We must look around and
see whether we cannot introduce some better
system, if the North represents a losing pro-
position,

Hon. T. Walker: The Leader of the Op-
position did not say it was a losing pro-
porition,

Hon. P. Coilier:
indicate that.

Mr. DURACK: The Leader of the Op-
position led me fo conclude from his re-
marks that we were not getting anything out
of it.

Hon. P. Collier: I said this return would
cost . more than you have paid in to the
Treasury.

Mr. Underwood:
years.

Mr. DURACK: We hear a lot about the
wonderful possibilities ahead of us in the
Worth-West. The New States movement, iy eom-
ing to the fore, and before we consider that
aspeet we want to know where we stand and
whether we can meet our responsibilities, For
that reason, I submit the motion to the House,

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

T did not say anything to

Yes, during the last 10

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Dairy Industry.
2, Geraldton Racceourse.

Read a third time and transmiited to the
Council.

RILL—DAIRY CATTLE IMPROVEMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—PERTH MARKETS,
Sceond reading.
Dobate rosamed from the 5th October.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [+53]:
fiave not mueh to say romarding the Bill. 1

-
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have been convinced for many years past, that
we require better marketing faeilities than
we have at present, I am not agreeing with
all the clavses in the Bill.

Mr. Harrison: I should think not.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: There are many
clauses with which I disagree, but at the
same time I recognise that what is most re-
quired in Perth, and I think alse in Fre-
mantle, are open markets. 1 have travelled
round the country recently as a member of a
select committee. [ have also travelled round
the country previously, aml wherever one
meets growers of fruit and vegetables, one
finds those persons have great diffieulty in
marketing their produce. We find that the
producer or grower gets very little for his
produce, yet the consumer has to pay rcasen-
ably high prices for that produce.

Mr, Harrison: More than rcasonably high

prices.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1 agree with that,
too. In my opinion, we would remedy that

posifion to a great extent hy establishing
open markets in Perth, which is the only
capital eity in Australin that has not open
markets for the disposal of produce of that
deseription.  From my cxperience of Mel-
bourne and to a more limited extent, of Syd-
ney, I am convinced that by means of open
markets the producer gets nearer to the con-
sumer, and some of the middle men and com-
mission agents are cut out. When it comes to
a question as to who is to be in charge of
those markets, I am convinced that the best
people to look after them, are the representa-
tives of the ecity or the area which is to be
served.

Mr. A, Thomson: What about the pro-
ducers being represented ¥

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: That is a matter for
the Gommittee. I do not know that the ques-
tion of the producers being represented on the
body controlling the markets, has ever arisen
in connection with the Melbourne establish-
ment, yet they are the best in Australia.
They are managed by the Melbourne City
Council. T know of mo onc clse who could
manage them better. I have always held the
opinion that this is not a question for the
Government nor one that affects vutside coun-
try centres, such as Northam or Kellerberrin,
for instance. Tt affeects only the people of
the metropolitan area who consume the pro-
duec and those who grow it.

Mr. Harrison: You must not forget the
latter.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Whatever may be in
the Bill, I am convinced that the best people
to rzn the markets are to be found in the
City Council. 'We have heard something
about impoessible and incompetent bumbles, 1
bave heard a great deal and read a great deal
about incompetent Parliamentarians. I have
never congidered that that eritieism was quite
corrcet.  As a matter of fact, there is a tend-
eney apparent in the British race to have a
safety valve, and it seems to be a right to
abuse puliie men. Tt is not so much that the
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public men are wrong; it is a safety valve
through which dyspeptic people can blow off.

The Minister for Agriculture: Cannibal-
istie.

Mr, GNDERWOOD: It is more a question
of digestion. Those pcople speak about pub-
lic men and criticise them, and call them in-
competent bumbles—they call Parliamentari-
ans worse than that. Tt is purely a question
of digestion.

The Premicr:
how,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The food those peaple
consume turns sour in the stomach and they
have to blow off that sourness on somebody.
When we consider the proposition as to who
shall run the markets, tbe people who are
producing the material and those who con-
sume it are concerned. The pcople of Marble
Bar, however, arc not concerned in the eon-
duet of markets in Perth. It is the people of
Ferth who should bhe interested, and when I
speak of the people of Perth, I speak of those
whom we have elected to represent ua, There
are some complications with regard to the
position as to where these markets shall be
situated. A previous Government resumed
land, and in my opinion that land was re-
snmed in the right place for the building of
markets. The City Council offered to take
that land from the Government and build
markets there, and take all the responsibility
of paying. T am of the opinion they should
have been allowed to do so. If we can amend
the Bill in Committee to bring abount the es-
tablishment of markets, and provide that the
Government shall lose no money, while the
markets are situated in as convenient a place
as possible, then [ sec no reason whatever
why the House should object to the Bill

It is a fair exchange, any-

Mr. McCALLUM (South Fremantle) [5.5]:
1{ the Bill becomes law the only alteration
that I can sec that will be effected on exist-
ing conditions is that the City Couneil will
erect buildings in which the marketing will
be done, instead of, as is the case at the pre-
sent time, in premises that are privately
owned.

Mr.
place,

Mr. MeCALLUM: I cannot sce how it can
be argued that the Bill will have the effect
of bringing the producer and eonsumer closer
together.  The only difference will be that
the City Council will ereet premises and they
will allot spaces to the Qiffcrent firms and
auctioneers, and buginess will be conducted
under one roof instead of in various parts of
the eity.

Mr. Manun: There will he spaces to which
the producer can take his goods and sell them
direet to the consumer.

Mr. McCATLLUM: The producer now has
that opportunity in premises of his own in
the eity. PBut under the Bill, instead of hav.
ing premises of his own, he will lease them
from the City Couneil. So, how can it be
argued that the Bill will bring the producer
and consemer closer together?

Mann: And seattered all over the
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Mr. Mann: Have you seen the system in
the Vietoria markets, Melbourne?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes, and in Adelaide.
The Adelaide system is entirely different
from that which is proposed under the Bill
The Vigtoria markets are practically deserted.

The Premicer: Not the Eastern markets.

Mr. McCALLUM: The markets at North
Melbourne. I Have two other ohjections to
the Bill going through, and the first is on
account of the manner in which this august
body, the City Council, have carried ont the
functions that are already theirs. Conse-
quently, I do not favoer giving ecxtended
powers to this or any other loeal governing
body unless the franchise is comsiderably
democratised, nnd those loeal bodies are made
more representative of the people than is the
casc to-day. If the City Council are to be
entrusted with wider powers, if they are to
ba given authority to deal with matters such
as are contained in the Bill, it is right that
we should inquire into their existing powers.
If we want f{o see a monument of the inea-
pacity of the City Council, we bave only to look
around. Nature has been very kind to the city
of Perth and its surroundings, but the City
Council have absolutely defaced nature. Im-
stead of bencfiting by the mistakes made in
the older cities of Australia, they have fol-
lowed the worst examples set by those older
cities, In Perth we are reproducing slums,
which, in a few years’ time, will equal those
to be found in older cities elsewhere. Perth
is the last of the Ausfralian capitals to be
developed, and yet it has fewer parks and
fewer greens, open spaces and playgrounds
than any other eity in the Cominonwealth.
The resérves which the City Council now
[-0ssess it is sugpested should be disposed of.
Propozals have been submitted to the muni-
c¢ipal authorities for building on the reserves.

Hon. P. Collier: And they have decided on
that too.

Mr. MeCALLUM: What have the muni-
cipal people done to make the city beautiful,
and one that the citizens might be proud of 7
They talk glibly about ‘‘the city beautiful,’’
and that is the end of it. Look at the state
of the roads and footpaths, not only the by-
ways but the main streets. In fact where-
ever one goes he will find monuments of in-
capacity. As to the business side of the
undertakings they control, how have they
treated the taxpayers? We need only in-
stance the manner in which they have haudled
the disposal of eleetric current.

Mr. Mann: In a very business-like way.

Mr. McCALLUM: I will give one or two
instances to show the buginess-like way in
which they have dealt with this trading con-
eern. It is here that we find disgraceful pro-
fiteering.

Hon. P. Collier: Their profiteering is the
very acme of business.

Mr., MeCALLUM: We find that eurrent
which they purehased from the Government for
£29,000 was sold to consumers for £134,000.
On that £29,000 purchase they made a profit
on the year's transaction, after charging wp
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all legitimate and imaginary costs, of over
£40,000,

‘The Premier: What do you mean by im-
aginary costs?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Costs that should not
be a legitimate charge against the concern.
They debited everything they could possibly
imagine to try to reduce the Rgures, until
they could not possibly c¢hatge up anything
else. And yet they showed a profit on the
Year of £40,000, If we go out of the City
Couneil’s boundary, ssy Subiaco, we can
get current much cheaper than in Perth.
Even at Kalamunda it can be purchased at
a third the price it vosts in Perth, Yet this
middleman, the City (ouncil, comes in and
levies a huge toll. Although the current is
produced and used within the city boundary,
the City Counecil come in and declare that
they will collect their dividend out of it.

Mr. Manu: You are forgetting what they
spent in buying out the old company.

Mr. MeCALLUM: That is all allowed for,
and yet they make a profit of £40,000 in
the year. They say they are going to insist
oh being the middlemen, and by the profits
that they have made it is clear that they
are not representing the people. Australia
is nrow, I believe, the onc and only couutry
on earth which has retained plural voting
in connection with mumieipal government.
I do not think there is another country out-
gide Australia where that prevails, In
Perth one individuhl bas as many as six
vofes.

Hon. W. . Angwin :
maximum,

Mr, McCALLUM : Well, four is high
enough., Four votes to another man’s one,
and yet the people who snpport that plural
system are the same people who go outside
and say that proportionately there are more
Australians whe own their homes than any-
one else in any other part of the world, If
that argument is right there is less reason
for plural voting in Anwstralia, and yet Aus-
tralia is the one country that has stuck to
the system.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: Ounly a portion of
Australia; it has been abolished in Sydney.

Mr, McCALLUM: Yes, and in Brisbane.
It is obvious why it is retained here; it is
because they are able to use a business con-
cern like that for supplying clectric eurrent
to all property owners to permit those
property owners in the main street to avoid
carrying their fair share of taxzation. No
svonder it is desired that the system shall
continne, and that every little cottage shall
be made to pay more than its full share.
The City Council are levying an unfair tax
on every industry within the city bound-
aries. The factories have to pay a heavy
tax in order that the proprielors of city
property with their four veotea may dedge
their fair proportion of taxation.

Ar. Mann: You are not justified in say-
ing that.

Mr, MeCALLUM: It is done for the pur-
pose I have stated. If the hon. member

No, four is the
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wants further proof let him read the appeal
made by the Mayor of Perth to the
residents of North Perth in opposition to
their declared intention to pull out from
Greater Perth, He said to those people,
‘““We are going to get the right to run a
tramway to North Beach and wa shall later
be able to run the c¢ity without any taxation
at all.” 1t jg lis inteation to tax the
people through other channels so that the
big land owners shall escape. Those are in
effert his actual words, Now they want to
say not only to the citizens of Perth, but
to the producers and cvonsumeis from one
end of the vountry to the other, that every
artivle sent info the ¢ity of DPerth must
pay toll. They want to say to the market
gardeners of Spearwood, to the producers
in the wheat belt and the fruitgrowers of
the South-West, that every pound’s worth
of produce sent to the city for sale must
bear a tax before it can reach the consumer.
The City Counecil will extraet its pound of
flesh.
The Premier:
sumer direct.
Hen. W, O, Angwin: Not under this Bill.
Mr., MeCALLUM : Tt is questionable
whether a truck of chaff sent to Bunbury
from Nortbam wounld not be levied upon
in the same way.
Mr. Manun: This
coming in for sale,
Mr, McCALLUM: That wonld be for sale.
The P'remier: It would be sold direct.

Mr., MeCALLUM: Is there any reason
why producers in my district or in any dis-
trict outside the city of Perth should pay
toll to the City Council? Why should tne
fruitgrowers or market gardeners of my dis-
trict who dv a great deal of business in the
city, be asked to relieve the big property
holders of Hay-street of their taxation?
Why should the fruitgrowers of Bridgetown
or the wheat growers in the wheat belt be
asked to do likewise? Why should people
outside the city of Perth be asked to relieve
these people of the share of taxation they
should rightly bear? The City Council want
the same right over the food supplies of the
people that they ure now exereising over
the electricity supply. Let me mention
another point in connection with the
electricity supply 1o indicate what a
prefiteering concern the City Council are,
When the change-over from the direct to the
alternating current was effected, the Oity
Couneil gave an undertaking to the citizens
that they would supply new globea free of cost.
They boupht 120,000 plohes for a shade over
1s. eacrh. Then they sold them for 1s, .
to the agent who imports them, and the ag nt
retailed them to the people at 2s. 6d.

AMr, Pickering: That is what they call pgiv-
ing.

Mr, MeCALLTM: Yes, and in order to
dodge their responsibility, they had the cor-
rent raisrd gradeally so that all the globes
wonlil not blow out at once, but would grad-
ually wear out. By these means they avoided

They ean go to the con-

applies to produce
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a publiec outery and the possibility of a erowd
ot people assembling outside their offices onc
morning and asking for new globes. That is
au example of the profiteering methods of the
City Couneil.

Mr, Marshall: Direct sabotage.

Mr. MuCALLUM: Yes, absolutely.

The Minister for Mines: They ought to he
cualled upon to disgorge.

My, MeCALLUM: There is no doubt abant
that, I am not prepared to give another
monopoly te a body who have acted towards
the citizens like that in conmection with a
monopoly they already hold. Where would
the producers and consumers of this country
be it the City Couneil had a monopoly of the
markets? It would be a poor look out for
hoth producers and consumers if this Bill were
passed,

Mr. Mann: You do not suggest that markets
-are not neecessary?

Mr. McCALLUM: XNo, but I have never
heard of awch a cheeky proposmon as is con-
tained in this Bill.

Mr. Mann: You can amend it.

Mr. MeCALLUM: 1t is up to the House
to teach the City Council that they must not
pul up auch an ontrageous proposition and ask
for such outrageous powers and then suggest
that the Houvse should amend their proposals,
We should tell the City Council to put up a
reasonable propesal first and not send down
stleh an unreasonable proposition as this, re-
Iying on Parliament to knock it into shape,
We should reject this measure on the secoml
reading 2nd teach the eouncil to put up some-
thing reagomable,

Mr, A. Thonson: The City Counecil are cvi-
dently satisfied with it. They do not want it
knocked into shape.

Hon, P. Collicr:
fection itself.

Mre. Mi CALLUM: I hesitate to believe that
cven the City Council ior a moment expeeted
to get such a Bill passed. Notwithstanding
dictionaries, notwithstanding ordinary trade
rustom and all the learned interpretations
sinee time immemorial, the City Counecil pro-
pose to reserve to themselves the right to say
what is merchandise, and their decision will
be final. Fancy asking Parliament to agree
to that, The member for Perth says we can
knock it into shape. There is to be no limit
ag to the charges to be imposed in respect to
certain space, and the interpretation of what
is merchandise is to be left to this most aug-
ust body to determine.

Hon, . Collier: They have been watching
for years for an unsophisticated member to
come along and the member for Perth fell
right in, For ycars they have been trying to
get this Bill in.

Mr, MeCALLUM: Instead of giving the
City Council new powers, we should examine
the powers they have, Their action over the
electric light globes is a seandal and should
not be permitted to continue.

The Minister for Mines: We are examining
that,

Mr, McCALLUM: T hope some action will
be taken as a result of the examination, We

In their minds it is per-
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are asked to hand over the coutrol of market-
ing so that the City Council may levy taxation
on practically every article sold for consump-
tion in the eity. The City Couneil will be
wmiddlemen. Instead of bringing the prodncer
and consuther closer together we are to (rift
hack to the dark ages when one could not use a
road, bridge or footpath without paying a
toll,  Talk about this Bill being something
wew or advaneed! Why it is a reversion to
a system which has become diseredited in the
oldest country in the world.

Mr. Maun: Do not you pay a toll in all
markets?

Mr, MeCALLUM: Tt is not even suggested
that there shounld be any limit to the charges
to h¢ imposed. The Council can charge any-

‘thing they like, and the toll must be naid

hefore the goods are delivered. There is only
one good feature in the Bill and that is it is
uet proposed to prevent markets being shifted
out of the city boundaries into one of the
auburbs, There would be nothing to prevent
the Subiace Couneil setting up marketz and
dodying the to. That is the only good fea-
ture of the Bill. [t is a wonder the Uity
Conneil did not ask for control over a raidius
of 20 miles from the Town Hall, but they
have been modest to that extent. However,
they have gone so far as to suggest declaring
that the City of Perth shall be the metropoli-
tan area. Within that there is to be no limit
if Parlinment i3 foolish enough to give them
these powers.  Instead of listening to any ap-
peals to redraft the Bill or refer it to a scleet
votnmittee——

Hon. P. Colker:
gestion.

Mr. MeCALLUM: We should tell the City
Couneil that their action in putting up such a
Bill warrants for it one fate aud that is to
prass the measure out on the second reading.

That is an impudent sug-

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [5.23): Dur-
ing my remarks on the Address-in-reply I
referred to this Bil whieh I knew at that
time was coming forward, While L agree in
the main with what the previous speaker has
said, it has been my lot, in common with
every other citizen of Perth, to suffer many
disabilities, the blame for which I think might
o largely laid at the door of the City Council
on account of the policy they have adopted.
On the other hanl, all of uz agree that any-
thing which means a betterment of the mar-
keting system should Le enconraged. I go so
far as to say that in the main prineciple of
Qrawing all our marketing into the one area,
this Rill is a good one, but 1 eannet say it is
a good one in any other respeet, It has been
my privilege with other members of this
Chamber on two or three occasions to eonfer
with the markets committee of the City Coun-
¢i} at their invitation, and it has struek me
thal the whole attitude of the council has
Leen one of endeaveuring to draw a blind
over the eyes of members who have a perfect
right to be intercsted in the Bill. They have
not been framk, and this Bill iz an indication
that they think their bluff is going to carry
them to the extent of getting the Bill passed
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ai least partially in its present form; or else
the City Covncil have some idea which I can-
uot fathom. There is a saying €hat if ome
aims at a star he might hit a tree. Probably
the City Council have asked for these mono-
polistic powers in the hope of getting one or
some of them. If the House considers the
Bill, T hope members will keep in mind the
fact that there is a great and clamant need
for the centralisation of all produce in one
market. Members while working on a select
committee from this Chamber recently
came across fresh evidence of the need
for a better marketing system. That evi-

dence is manifested wherever producers
are gathered. It has been made ap-
parent in my own district where the

major part of the vegetables consumed in
the city are produced. The growers would
weleome gome system which would better the
conditions, but with the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. McCallum), I fail to see how
the eonditiona will be greatly improved under
the arrangements the City Couneil have be-
gun to make. Nothing is said in the Bill re-
garding the site, but I want to inform the
House that the site of the proposed markets
has already been fixed. A large area of land,
which tbe City Council consider necessary,
has already been resumed. To my knowledge
there has been no reference of the matter to
the ratepayers, but many thousands of pounds
—how many I was unable to ascertain, al-
though I asked the question—have been spent
on valuable city property in East Perth, with
the idea of establishing marketa on the other
side of the bottle-neck formed by the Beaufort-
street bridge. I was interested in a deputa-
tion which waited on the works committee on
the question of the site. I wish to point
this out as a further illustration of what the
member for South Fremantle has tried to
prove, namely the incompetenecy of the City
Council in handling business propositions,
At the present time three sites have been
suggested. Over a period of years there have
been varions reports sent forward by engin-
eering authorities. Members will recollect
the reservation of the area running as far as
the West Perth station from the present
goods assembling yards in Melbourne-road,
and the surveying of them as a site for pro-
spective markets, On the other side of the
West Perth area, there is site No. 2 which at
the present time is a big open space not being
used, but which engineers bave placed in the
category of desirable sites as No, 2, the Mar-
quis-strect site being easily No. 1 and the
most preferable from every point of view.
The third and very bad last of the sites is
the Euast Perth site and T wish to draw special
attention to this. To adopt the East Perth
site would mean that every truck-load of pro-
duce which comes through the Beaufort-street
bottle-neck into the distributing yards would
have to he again shunted across the main
Perth-Fremantle line on to the up line and
through the bottle-neck to East Perth or
some other new assembling yard which the
City Couneil presume the Government are go-
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ing to build, shunted across the Perth-Midlane
Junction main passenger line as a goods train
and brought inte their particular imarket area
That, in my vpinion, condemna the whole o:
their scheme, for this very reason, that th
whole trend of business in the city of Pertl
18 gradually coming westward. In view o
the natural features of our city, the trent
cannot very well be eastward for man)
years to come. The great majority of thos
who eart their vegetables by road ecom:
from the north-west portion of the city
from Osborne Park, Njovkenboreo, an¢
other parts of the Leederville area. There
fore, it is only reascnable to snggest to th
gentlemen who have this projeet in han¢
that they should adopt the nearest possibli
site for those growers to cart their produe
to. It is most desirable that tkLose heavil)
laden earts should be kept out of the cit)
area a8 much as possible. If the Hous
passes the second reading of the Bill, I shal
move that the measure be referred to :
gelect committee, because it containg man
novelties which should be considered ver
carefully.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [5.32]: I agre
with most of what has been said by thi
member for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCal
lum). It seems to me that by this Bill th
Perth City Council are trying to get 1
monopoly of marketing all the produets tha:
come into the city. After they have go
thisg Bill, if they get it, they will most likely
want to put a toll on export wheat going t
Fremantle. Since I have been in this Cham
ber I have never known a Bill anything lik
#o avaricious in character as this one. Thi
thousands of truck loads of chaff that comu
annually to Perth to various ageata ans
representatives are then distributed to th
timber mills and elsewhere outside thy
metropolitan area; but everyone of thos
truck loads would have te pay toll to th
Perth City Council, according to my reading
of the measure. Not only that, but th
couneil also take in hay and straw, aaof
wheat for poultry farmers, Again, as re
gards nearly all onr perishable hnes we an
in a different position from ecither Adelaide
Melbourne or Sydoey. A large proportin
of the perishable produets, such as veget
ables and fruit, used by those Eastern Stats
eapitals are grown in their vicinity; and .
believe the same thing applies to Sydney
There the produce is distributed in marke
centres. Members who have recently visited
the Eastern States speak of the Victoriar
Market in Elizabeth-street, Melbourne.

Mr. Mann: The selling there is done earl
in the merning.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: It is done all da;
long.

Mr. Mann: Only the retail portion.

Mr. HARRISON: The Perth City Counci
want everything to pay toll to them, ever
if it does not go near their market. As th
member for Leederville (Capt. Carter) ha
said, all the shunting charges and othe
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disabilities which are involved in the site
where the courncil propose to place their
markets are bound eventually to come off
the retorn to the producer. It is the pro-
[dueer who will he mulet in those extra costs
every time.

Capt. Carter: And the site is declared to
be impracticable.

Mr. HARRIBOXN: Even were it practicable,
the extra charges would eventually come
back on the producing public. The result
must be to incrense heavily the present cost
of living. The Bill, instcad of helping
ug to attain our objective of a better
position as between the metropolitan con-
sumer and the outside producer, would tend
to make things very much worse, I shall
vote against the second reading of the Bill.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [537]:
T also propose to vete against the second read-
ing of the Bill, and I do hope the House will
not reYer it to a select committee, We have
had too many select ecommittees. Let us aceept
the respnnsibility so far as this measure is
concerned. T have one great objection to
. the Bill, and that is the impertinent proviso

whieh insists that the producer shall send into
this market eontrolled by the Perth City Coun-
vil every part of his produce which cxceeds
in value £1 aterling. It means that by this
Rill we are asked to put on the shoulders of
the produeer and on those of the consumer an
additiona) burden. That is all the benefit to
he dervived from the Bill. ¥n addition to the
vests whicrh the produneer now pays, he will
under this measure have to pay additional
vosts to the Perth City Council and that
bLody’s officers.  The purpose of the Bill is
to enable this cormorant council to have fur-
ther opportunities for fattening and hatten-
ing an the people of this eountry.

Mr. Mann: T think that is unjust.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Tt is absolutely truc.
The Bill gives the Perth City Couneil power
to impose a toll on every article of produce
exceeding the value of £1 that comes into
Perth from any part of Western Australia.
Ninety per cent. of the produce of this State
is gent inte Perth.

Mr, Harrison: And by the truck, too.

Hon. M, F. TROY: Yes, There is 1o gea-
board communication here as in the Eastern
Rtates, New South Wales and Queensland par-
ticularly, where the produce can come in from
the ports, Ninety per cent, of the produce
here goes into the eity. Under this Bill, even
the inferior wheat which comes in to feed the
poultry farmers’ fowls and the pig farmers’
stock will be subject to a toll in order to
fatten up the city of Perth, which is already
existing on the country community, That is
my great objection to the Bill, and Y do not
think this Parliament should make the slight-
est attempt to amend it in Committee. The
memher for Perth (Mr. Mann) has intro-
dnced some extraordinery legistation into
thig Chamber, and it will be a lesson to him
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if we throw out this Bill on ths second rcad-
ing.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitghell
—Northam) [5.407: We have heard a goed
deal about the marketing facilities of the city
of Perth for some years, I believe the last
two or three Governments have discussed the
subject. It has heen generally agreed that
the establishment of suitable markets on a
suitable site in Perth would be of advantage
both to the producer and the consumer. It
being common ground that markets are neces-
sary, I think they should be established by
the municipality. In a small way thers are
the kerbstone markets, which have done a
great deal or good.

The Minister for Mines: They are only
retail. This will be a wholesale market,

The PREMIER: XNot necessarily. At the
kerbstone markets the consumer gots his fresh
vegetables at a reasonable price, and the
grower of the vegetables receives a return
that satisflas him, I was onee thers, and saw
the market in operation. However, this Bill
goes too far altogether. TUnder it, every-
thing coming inte Perth would have to pay
toll.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes; wheat, chaff, fire-
wood, and everything else.

The PREMIER: Produce that never went
inte the market woulil have te pay toll. The
House would never agree to such a proposal.
When the Perth City Council first produced
their Bill, T told them that it wounld never
become law.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The producer has no con-
trol over the officers of the Perth City Coun-
eil.

Hon. P. Collier: IIe has not even the privi-
lege of voting them oot if they do wrong.

The PREMIER: We conld protect the
producer under this Bill. The producer is
not by any means satisfled to-day. He is
petting far too little for much of his stuff.
If hon. members heard the complaints, as I
have heard them, of the produneers of perish-
able stuff, they would know something about
the matter. I believe markets would be a
decided advantage to the producer.

ITon. M. F, Troy: The advastage of an
agdditional burden.

The PREMTER: No. He must to-day pay
for marketing; and, more than that, he pays
to-day for ecartage, which would be saved
if the markets were in a properly equipped
situation. There should be a siding to carry
the produce into the market. Burely it is
more desirable to concentrate the sales than
to spread them over a large area. We have
to consider the expenditure of money by
people whe are doing the work of marketing
to-day, and we have to consider them hefore
the Bill becomes law., If we pass the second
reading and submit the measure to a seleet
committee, all parties would be heard, in-
cluding the producers; and then Parliament
conld make sech amendments in the Bill aa
are necessary in order to meet every interest
that is concerned. I eannot understand that
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thers should be auny objection to a market
properly run and imposing only reascmnable
charges. DBut the Bill betore us is entirely
another matter. VUnder that Bill everything
eoming into the city, unlesa it be sent direct
to the consumer, would have to pay toll, That
is asking far too much. There is no justi-
fieation for levying a charge against preduco
sent direet to the retailer. Every member
knows {ull well how vast a volume of trade
there is between the wheatgrower and the
citizens of Perth. Then there are the chatt
merchants of Perth, who purchase that eom-
modity and also oats from the grower., There
are tire potato growers and others. Their pro-
ducts now do not go through markets, and
occupy no market space, and mean no cost to
anybody in that respect. At present there
is every facility for direet trading. If T sold
my chaff at Northam at so much per ton
and were told that for every ton coming to
Perth there would be a deduction of, say, 18
per ton as a narkeling charge, T should
very strongly objeet. On the other hand, of

ecourse, I should have mno objection at
all to paying for services actnally
rendered. And I dg nrot think the

great body of preducers would object either.
In such a market there would he control over
the sellers, and the interests of the producers
would be watched.

Hon, M. F. Troy: By whom?

The PREMIER: By inspectors appointed
by the City Council. After all, the local au-
thority ought to be able to do the work very
well. I cannot see any grcat differemce in
control by the City Council and control by
the Government, except that the Government
are elected by the people of the State, where-
as the City Council arc elected by the people
of the metropolitan arca.

Hon, M, F. Troy: But there can be no
check on the City Council.

The PREMIER: Oh, yes there is.

Mr. Munsie: The people in the ecountry
have not any check over them.

The PREMIER: Of course the pecple in
the country have not votes for the City Coun-
¢il, but they would have the right to make
themselves heard on questions relating to the
market. Of course, we Fhould never give any
authority power to do more than charge for
tha produce that goes through the markets.
The grower could protect himself. If the
House would pass the second reading and
refer the Bill to a seleet committee, it ought
to be possible to get a satisfactory measure, 1
will vote for the second reading.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.47]: I do
not propose to waste time in adding to the
expressions of general scorn which have met
the Bill, cxcept to say I agrce with every
word of condemnation uttered in respect of it.
T should not have spoken were it not that
there appears to bc in the minds of some
members & feeling that, while the Honse is
strongly opposed to the Bill in its present
form, it wounld be advisable to pass the second
reading with the object of referring the Bill
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to a select committee in order tbat it might
be moulded closer to the desires of hor. mem-
bers. I hope the House will do nothing of
the kind. In the first place, this is a private
Bill introduced by a private member. It i3
not a lunction of the House to take n private
Bill and knoek it into shape, to re-cast it to
meet the wishes of the House. When a pri-
vate Bill is introduced we are entitled to as-
sume that the persons behind it know what
they want, and know that the measure con-
tains the provisions which they think it ought
to contain, and nothing else. If it contains
enything more, if it has provisions which are
not really desired, but have been put in as a
try on, then the Bill and the motives hehind
it are entitled to no consideration at all. We
arc assuming that the people responsible for
the Bill know what they want, ‘Thercfore,
seeing that it does not meet with the ap-
proval of any member of the House, there is
only one thing to do with it, namely, throw
it cut. Then let thoss who desire a Market-
ing BEill recast it and bring it to the House
iu a more aceeptable form. It is not for the
House to appoint a select committee to draft
a Bill for some outside body who apparently
de not know what they want.

The Premier: They know only too well,
I think.

The Minister for Mines: So do we know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And if we were to
waste time in referring the Bill to a sclect
committee and get it recast, in all prob-
ability the City Council would =ay, ‘‘That
Bill is no good to us. We are not going on
with it,’’ and so our time would be wasted.
If we had an assurance from the City Coun-
cil that they would aceept such a Bill as
might be recommended by the sclect commit-
tee, we might be justified in spending time
dealing with it. But we have not that as-
surance; in fact we have every assurance that
the City Couneil would say, ‘' You can throw
it in the waste paper basket. It is no longer
of any use to us.’’ There is only one thing
to do with the Bill, namely, reject it and let
the City Council reconsider their attitude in
the light of the debate which bas taken place.
Let them spend a few profilable hours read-
ing ¢‘Hansard’’ and getting a correct idea of
the views of hon. members. Having done that,
they ought to be prepared to come down with
a Bill which, from their perusual of mem-
bers’ speeches, they would knmow to be ac-
ceptable to the House. T.et them set to work
and draft another Bill, or better still, de-
vote their talents to a more worthy object. 1
hope the House will not entertain the idea
of referring the Bill to a select committee,
but will simply put it in the waste paper
basket, where it ought to go.

Mr. PICKERING (Sustex) [55071: Thore
is no doubt that central markets nre absolutely
necegsary, In considering this astoundiog
meagure placed before us, it ocenrs to me thers
are others hesides the City Council who are
desirous of having markets. There seem to
br only two courses open, namely either to



[25 OcroBER, 1828.]

establish municipal markets or to pin our
taith to Government markets. Munieipal mar-
kets mean what is expressed in the Bill, where-
as Government markets would mean control hy
representatives of the producers and the com-
sumerg, of the agents and of the Government.
Under the Bill the only interests represented
are those of the city. The  Primary Pro-
dueers’ Assoeiation have had several confer-
ences with the City Couneil, the cobject being
to get a Bill that would be acceptable to all
interests. However, the ideas put forward hy
the representatives of the primary producers
find no place in the Bill. I cannot agree with

those clanses dealing with the toll on the pro-.

doce. Also 1 am opposed to the power to he
vested in the City Council, power to make
regulations whieh must be inimieal to the best
interests of the people this party is represent-
ing. Then again, the site adopted is unsuit-
able, that submitted by the Government being
very mueh better. What with one thing and
another, I cannot support the second reading.
The record of the Council’s operations in
other directions is not caleulated to instil con-
fidence in the primary producers. Ii should
be one of the conditiona of the proposed mar-
kets that the intcrests operating in that mar-
ket shounld have proper representation on the
board of contrel. Under the Bill the City
Couneil are to have power to raise certain
moneys for the construetion of the markets.
Of ecourse, the Council ghonld have a voice in
the running of the markets for the cost of
which they are responsible, but they shounld he
prepared to allow other interests full repres-
entation.

Mr, Manu: The Council find the money, and
the others control the markets.

Mr. PICKERING: No. I agree that tho
Ccuneil should have some representation, but
at the same time they should not refuse re-
presentation to the interests in the markets.
They have never shown in the conduct of their
own affaira that efficiency which would induce
primary producers to repose confidence in
them. On the board of control there must he
representation of the primary producers, of
the agents and of the consumers,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Irom the view peint
of the City Couneil, that is a ridiculous pro-
position.
~ Mr. PICKERING: That may be so, but
the City Council’s proposition, as put to us,
is equally ridiculous.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. T.
Seaddan—Albany)} [5.55]: One phase of the
matter which ought not to be forgotten is
the site. Any member who has given thought
t6 the subjeet will at once admit that we are
long past the time when central markets
should have been established in the metrepoli-
tan area. The site, of course, is the first es-
sential. The next is suitable eontrol. Markets
are required for two definite purposes: one
to serve the producer who has to rail his pro-
duets beyond his control for sale, and the
other to serve the consumer. Both those in-
terests, not the interests of the landlord, mmst
be paramount. In existing conditions the pro-
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ducer in the country is largely at the mercy of
individual auctioneers and agents, and is not
getting that just treatment to which he is
entitled,

Hon. W, C. Augwin: The markets will not
alter that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, they
will, so long as they are under satisfactory
control, 1n existing conditions we have small
markets scattered about all over Perth., It is
impossible for a producer to forward his gooda
in sueh quantities to each of thoss different
centres as to obtain a price according to the
demand of the moment. One auvection room
may be over-supplied, while another ig under-
supplied. As a result we have the speetacle
of one auctioneer, who is aeting as apgent for
conntry producers, going along to another aue-
tioneer's establishment aud bidding against
consumers for supplies, not for his own con-
somption, but to pass through his own estab-
lishment! That condition is ascribable to the
number of small markets, or apologies for
markets, which we have. But we ought not
to mix up wholesale operations with retail
operations.  Small retail warkets, such
as the kerbstone markets established in
Perth, are very necessary and desirable.
Many of those who are selling om the kerb-
stone markets to-day are producers selling
direct to the congumer, These are mostly com-
modities that could be retailed direct to the
people at any time. Central markets are
not essential for the purpose of enabling the
suburban producer to get rid of his produce,
or for the consumer to get proper treatment
in regard to that class of goods. The man
who is producing, say, 300 miles from the
centre of distribution, is unable to follow up
his goods, and he finds that many others
are sending in for sale goods of a similar
nature and he is frequently landed in the
position of having to pay something more in
order to make good the commission and other
charges involved in the disposal of his pro-
dnets, instead of being able to make a profit.
That amounts to a waste, and is a hardship
upon the producer. It is largely due to the
fact that we have not central wholesale mar-
kets established side by side with storage
accommodation. ‘The essential thing is to
establish storage accommeodation for perish-
able or other goods at ot immediately in the
vicinity of central wholesale markets. If it
will then suit for a certain number to conduct
retail operations on the same premises, they
ean be so carried on there, That, however,
would not be entircly desirable. Goods ought
to go to a central point of distribution, and
supplies shonld be drawn as the demand has
to be met. I want to know whether the Bill
will heln in any one of these directions.

Mr. Musnsic: It will not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Will the
producer be henefited by the establishment of
a suitable market? While the site chosen,
the old gas works site, and the land adjacent,
may be suitable from the point of view of a
retail or kerbstone market, or an ordinary
retail market, such as is seen in other capital
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cities of Australia, it is entirely unsuitable
for wholesale markets and storage aeccommo-
dation.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The accommodation is
not there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Everyone,
particularly the producer, has been clamouring
tor these markets, not the marketa that have
beer suggested here, but markets adjacent
to proper and up-to-date storage accommo-
dation. Many of the goods submitted are
to-day being bought under what might be
termed a forced sale. They cannot be satis-
factorily held. They have to be re-handled
if they are to be taken to satisfactery stor-
age. In order to avoid any additional ex-
pense or risk, the agent puts the goods under
the hammer and says to the public ‘‘Take
them.?’ In this way & great amount of the
produce is sold for very much less than the
cost of production, and often less than the
cost of handling. Someone must pay for
this, We must establish things on a dif-
ferent basis,. We must commence on the
wholesale principle and the retail operations
will follow later. The City Council, through
the member for Perth in 1916—1 refer to the
present Agent General, Sir James Connolly—
aprroached the Commissioner of Railways
with a view to ohtaining eertain information.
It is interesting to know what the then mem-
her for Perth put nmp on behzlf of the City
Couneil, On the 16th October, 1916, the
then member for Perth wrote to the Com-
migsioner of Railways as follows:—

Re City Markets.—Tt is mooted that the
City Council are thinking of making appli-
cation to take over the control of the eity
markets and c¢ool storage.

The member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) should listen to this, because
he snid something about the Marquis-street
gite not having been made available for the
purpose of a market. The letter continues—

They seem to have an objection to the site

that was resumed for the purpose, namely,

at Havelock-street.
This matter was submitted to the Commis-
gioner of Railways for his opinion,

Tt has been suggested that the James-street

area—where certain private markets are

now situated—wonld be a more central site
for markets. Tt has also been snggested
that the Roe-strect market, between Wil-

Liam and Take-strects, be closed, so that

sidings may be ron into this area for mar-

ket purposes. It is further seggested that
the gas and electric light works in Welling-
ton-strret could he used for the purpose
of markets as both the gas and the electric
light works will be removed from there
very shortly. Will you please let me know
briefly whether you think either of the pro-
positi~ns is feasible from a railway point
of view. and whether a siding could be
1ut in at cither site.
At the ontset the City Council were doing
nothing exe-pt to avoid the site that had
heen ehog'n for the purpose of nnt merely
establishing a retail market but a wholesale
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market with proper and up-to-date storage
accommeodation. The matter was submitted t«
the Engineer for Existing Lines, and on the
31st October, 1918, Mr. Light wrote as fol
lows:—
Yours of 18th inst,
graph No. 1—
That is the question of taking over control
of the markets and cool store.
if this applies to the market at cormer of
Wellington and William-atreets, this is all
required for the extension of the goods yard
aecommodation.
Home members will recollect that when the

In regard to para

 Marquis-street site was purchased for a cen

tral market, the railways were pressing for

additional aceommodation at the goods yard.

Tt was said that a market at the corner of

Wellington-street and the cool storage estab-

lished there would have to be removed and

another site made available. Marquis-street
wns accepted, as the Wellington-William-
street cormer was required for the extension
of the goods yard accommodation.
Paragraph 3—Not any aite on the north
side of station can he suppiied with a
siding as all trucks will have to be shunted
across the main line.
Parngraph 4—The gas works site will not
he available for a market siding as all
trucks will require to be run throuvgh Perth
passenger station.

After going through the Perth passenger sta-

tion, the traffic wonld have to be again run

out through the station to the bottom end.
Paragraph 5—The only snitable sites are
at Havelock-street—

This is what we term the Marquis-steeet site.
as referred to in No, 2 paragraph, or at
East Perth in the ground north of
Kensington-streect  between Claisebrook-
road and the Swan River. The former
can be easily worked from the goods yard
direct, and the latter from East Perth
goods yard where trucks can he put off
both the main eastern and south-western
lines without coming into Perth station.

The City Council were advised of the rail-

way point of view in 1916. Eventually

we received a communication from the City

Council, after the death of the Engineer for

Existing Lines (Mr. Light), advising us

that Mr. Light had informed them that he

could very well work the goods on to the
siding they had selected, known as the gas
and electric light works siding. We wrote
to them two or three times asking them to
give us ovidence to that effect, seeing that
we had no information on the subject, The
only evidence we had was that which I have
read, and which is contrary to the views of

Mr. Light as expressed on the official

records. Following that a number of con-

ferences were held. I believe the City

Council conferred with some of the produce

merchants. They said they had been

obliged to confer with all and sundry. They
had evidently made up their minds that
they would not aecept the Marquis-street
site and were determined to foree the site
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‘they had selected, unknown to us, and in com-

plete opposition to the advice tendered by
the railway expert in regard to the suitable
working of the traffic, namely the gas and
electric light works site. The Commiassioner
of Railways advised me on the 17th of this
month that before the City Couneil pro-
ceeded with this site as a market site, they
should know that it was unsuitable from
aevery point of view, and that the Marquis-
street site was the moat aceeptable for rail-
way working, for convenience, and for the
speedy bandling of perishables required to
go into store. I am asked to make that
elear before the Bill is passed giving the
City Council power to establish markets
upon a site which, from the railway point
of view, is entirely unsuitable. Quite a
number of producers in my own electorate,
who have to depend entirely upon the
handling of their produce by agents, are at
one on the point that central wholesale
markets, with sunitable storage accommoda-
tion ought to be provided, and should have
been provided years ago.

Mr. Pickering: That is so.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: They com-
plain further about the possibility of hand-
ing over the controel of their produce to
an authority over whom they have no bold,
and over whom, under this Bill, no one else
would bave any contrel. They therefore ask
that, if markets arc to be established, they
shouid be established on the basis that any
action taken by the autbority coatrelling
them should be subject to the approval or
disapproval of those who represent the pro-
ducers, as well as the sections living in the
metropolitan area, One thing that strnck
me on first perusing the Bill was that in

- the interpretation clanse the boundaries of:

the metropolitan area are given as the
boundaries of the eity of Perth. As a mat-
ter of fact, the eity boundaries do not com-
prise one-tenth of the metropolitan area.
The bulk of the produce that would. go
through a2 wmarket cstablished within the
boundary of the city of Perth would be
taken for the use or consumption of those
outside of the boundary of the city muni-
eipality. To usc the term metropolitan area.
therefore, as meaning the houndaries of the
City Council is absurd, and shows an en-
deavour to usurp something to which the
City Council is not entitled,

Mr. MeCallum: It is to make them appear
big.
%‘he MINISTER FOR MINES: I believe
it is necessary to establish markefs, not
from the point of view of the ratepayers of
Perth, but from the point of view of the
consumers of the metropolitan area and the
producers in the country. These are the
two essentials, and the only interests which
ought to be considered. If an authority such
as the Perth City Council is requested and
feels disposed to provide the capital neeces-
sary to establish such markets for the con-
venience of these two bodies, the producer
and the consumer, they must of necessity
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recover the ¢ost of such markets from those
who make use of them. The astonishing
thing is that the objection raised is not so
much to the eharges that are levied but to
the waste that occurs owing to the eon-
centrated commupity of markets in the
metropolitan area, These places levy a
sufficient toll upon the producer, not only to
pay any capital cost that may be incurred
by the provision of necessary buildings for
markets, but te pay a sum that would repre-
sent a good living for the producers. I re-
fer to the money that is extracted from the
producers by the way of commissions and
tolls such as are proposed to be levied by
the City Council. I am sure if we can get
the wholesale marketing of produce in the
metropolitan area, plus suitable econtrol,
which might invelve & mwoanopoly in the dis-
posal of such goods as are required to be
submitted to auetion, and if the auction of
the goeds were controlled by a proper
authority, and sunitable and up-to-date
storage accommodation were made avail-
able, not only the producer but the consumer
would benefit.

Hon. W. (.. Angwin: How can you control
the auctioncers§

The MINISTER FOR MINES: How is
that done in other parts of the world§ They
are controlled by direet appointment.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The City Council
cannot make their own appointments.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We could
give them power to do so if that were desir-
able.

Mr. MeCallum: They do not want it; they
do not propose to do business in that way.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
one of the weaknesses of the Bill. Any
goods that are sent in to be auctioned ought
to be auctioned as the Government conduct
their auctioncering to-day. The Govern-
ment have one anctioneer. At all events
the nuctioneer should he able to deal with
each of the particalar lines of commodities
hie has to handle, To-day we have all and
sundry coming in and handling the produce
of the men who canuot follow it up as ir
passes through the various echannels. In
many c¢ages the producer is ealled upon to
pay out more than he receives.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 pm.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T had
practically concluded wy remarks at the tea
adjournment, and T now desire only to bring
before the attention of hon, members the
question whether it is not desirable that at
an opportunity of this kind, with a Bill be-
fore us treating of the question of central
markets, we should endeavour to obtain some
additional information on the subjeet from
those who are able to supply it, in order that
Parliament may decide whether this form of
control should be permitted, or whether some
other kind of control, better in the opinion
of hon. members, can be devised. I do not
know that it matters very much whether this
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is a private member’s Bill. The present sys-
tem of marketing is unquestionably bad.

Hon. P. Collier: The best thing would be
for the Perth City Couneil to eonfer with
Cabinet and try to agree on a Bill

The MINISTER FOR MINES; The City
Council are not alone concerned. They are
only something in the nature of a middleman.

Hon. I’ Collicr: They are concerned be-
cause you cannot get the markets without
them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T admit
that. But if the present position is bad, as
it is admitted to be, and if members take the
view that the Bill as now submitted is equally
bad.

Mr. Corboy: It is worse.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then we
are not going to get any further forward by
permitting the existing bad conditions to pre-
vail, and merely throwing out a Bill which
tries to improve these conditions, In my
opinion, the better course would be to let the
second reading pass and send the Bill to a
select committee to inquire into the conditions
prevailing, and into the inteations of those
desiring a change, with a view to arriving at
a satisfactory proposal. Then at least some-
thing can come before the House which will
enable us to redraft the Bill.

Hon. P. Colliecr: When the House refers an
ordinary Bill to a select committee, we prac-
tically agree to accept the scleet committee‘s
recommendations; but uwpon a private Bill
the House can waive aside the select com-
mittea’s recommendations,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
so. If the House rejects the select commit-
tec’s recommendations, we are in no worse
position than at present. It is certain that
we eannot allow existing conditions to con-
tinue indefinitely, and this Bill affords at
least a basis for haviug the matter thoroughly
investigateil, all scetions heard, and something
recommended to the House that may be ae-
eeptable to the City Council and also to those
more directly concerned, namely the producer
and the consumer who will use the market,

Hon. P. Collier: The City Council would
refuse to have anything to do with your Bill.

Mr. Underwood: The City Council do what
the citizens tell them to do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But the
City Council boundaries do not include the
whole of the metropolitan arza,

Mr. MeCallum: The City Council say s8¢ in
this Bill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
to that I take stroug exeeption. What we as
representatives of the consumers and the pro-
ducers are coucerned about is to see that the
whole of the metropolitan area, which must
depend upon central wholesale markets, is
preperly served as regards each of its various
interests. I am afraid that under this Bill
such would not be the ease. Mcembers on the
eross benches direetly represent the producersa.
Take my own case: I represent the fruit-
growers of the Mt. Barker district, and also
vegetable growers who send their produce to
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the metropolitan area. In the ecircumatances
1 say those scctions of the people should be
beard.

Hon, P. Collier: The final say is with the
City Council. The City Council will throw
¥our Bill into the waste paper basket.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The pre-
sent position is that the City Council have
submitted a Bill and that we say it shall go
into the waste paper basket. Let us have an
inquiry amongst the sections of the com-
munity most nearly concerned, and then let
uz draft a Bill. I do not know exaetly what
is the position as regards the City Council,
but I know it i= in our power to have an in-
quiry,

Hon. P. Collier: And it is in the power of
the City Couneil to ignore the result.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: If they do
so, then it is in our power to establish other
markets, and to place them under cntirely
different eontrol. The present position is as
bad as it ecan be. Therefore let va have an
inquiry for the purpose of arriving at a more
satisfactory and more definite basis.

AMr. A, THOMSON (Katauning) [7.38]:
T move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Mr, SPEAKER: Is there any sececonder?
T'he motion lapses for want of a secconder,

Mr. MANN (Perth—in reply) [7.39]:
When I intredueed the Bill, I did so fairly.
1 shall now reply fairly to the eriticisma
levelled at the measure. Every member who
has spoken on it has admitted that markets
are neeessary, and has also admitted that
markets cannot be operated without some au-
thority controlling them. Most of the
speakers on the Bill have admitted that no
authority is better fitted to control the mar-
kets than the Perth City Couneil.

Mr, Lutey: XNo.

Mr., MANN: Most members have admit-
ted that that is practically the function of
the City Council. The only bone of conten-
tion is that eertain elaunscs of the Bill do not
meet with the approval of eertmin members.
This is not the first Bill which it has heen
found necessary to amend in Committee or by
reference to a seleet committee; and I fail to
understand why members adopt such stren-
uous views against the measure passing its
second reading in order that it may be fur-
ther dealt with, either in Commiltee here, or
by reference to a seleet committee. The Perth
City Council are sincere in their desire to (s-
tablish markets for the betterment of the
grawers and for the betterment of the pro-
dueers, In proof of that, I may refer to the
fact that the City Counecil of their vwn voli-
tion established kerbstone markets.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot permit ~he hon.
member to break new ground in his reply,

Mr. MANN: I merely wish to show, Sir,
that the Perth City Council are sineere, and
so I refer to the establishment of the kerb-
stone markets. The toll there—and much
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bas been made of the matter of tolls wnder
this Bill—is in the form of a rent, which has
been reasonable, and with regard to which
there has been no complaint. Most of the
eriticism here has been directed at Clause 6.
But under Section 356 of the Municipal Cor-
porations Act the City Council have powers
almost parallel to those asked for under
Clause G.
Mr. A. Thomson:
Mr, MANN: That is just the point T was
coming to. If hon. members stay, ‘‘We are
prepared to let the City Council have the
powers they already have under Section 356
of the Municipal Corporations Act,’’ Clause
6 could be amended in keeping with that. The
City Council would be prepared to let the
Governor-in-Couneil fix the regulations coa-
trolling the charges.
Hon. W. C. Angwin:
do that in any case.
Mr. MANN: If that is so, what need for
anxiety ¥
Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Governor-in-
Council has the right to aceept or reject.
The Premier: But not under the Bill.
Mr. MANN: Lf the Governor-in-Council hag
that right, what cause is there for anxiety?
I am advised that the City Council ara
willing that the Governor-in-Council should
fix the scale of charges. The Bill contains
some things whieh should not be there, and
some things which shonld be there. What are
we here for if it is not to amend errors in the
drawing up of a Bill! I fail to understand
the universal hostility displayed towards the
ieasure. The member for Mt. Magnet (Hon.
M. F. Troy) was so severe in his criticism as
to attack me for bringing forward the Bill,
and said that every measure I have introduced
here was of a similar eharacter, This is the
first Bill T have introduced.

But not quite.

The eouncil have to

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then the member for

Mt. Magnet was right.

Mr. MANN: T do not wish to weary the
House by reading out the powers conferred
by the Municipal Corporations Act. I will
only say that the City Counecil have, with only
two exceptions, under that Act the powers
asked for in this Bill. One exception is that
the City Conncil esire to secure a monopoly
of marketing within the munieipality of
Perth before they lay out a quarter of a mil-
lion in providing warket facilities. Surely
that ia reassonable.

Mr. Harricon: Both wholesale and retail?

Mr. MANN: ¥es, certainly.

The Colomial Seeretary: They do not ask
for the retail rights?

Mr, MANN: They are askinz for markets
1o control the =ale of produce. The member
for South Fremantle referred to the use of
the term ‘‘merchandise.’’ If that is offensive,
the Bill can be amended.

AMr, MeCallum: I want to pass the whole
measure out.

Mr. MANN: That is not in keeping with
the hon. member’s usual foresight. 1 have
knonwn the hon. member to tackle bigger prob-
lems than this and tackle them with suceess.
I am snrprised that he should adopt such an
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atfitude. If he applied his ability to the
consideration of the Bill, ke would help to
make it & sueccess.

Mr, MeCallum: That is a job for the
City Council. 1 am not geing to do their
work.,

Mr. MANN: 1t is part of the hoh. mem-
ber’s duty to assist in making the Bill such
ag will be of service to the City Council and
to the country.

Hon. P, Collier:
remedy.

- Mr. MANN: The hon. member is not sin-
cerg in that interjgetion. Another authority
asked for by the City Couneil that is not
containgd in the Municipal Corperations Aect
iy the right to float a loan.

Mr. Munsie: No, the right to float a loan
without consulting the ratepayers.

Mr. MANN: Tbat can be explained.

Mr. SPEAKER: I thiuk the hon. member
should have explained that in moving the
second reading of the Bill. I have allowed
the hon. member a lot of latitude.

Mr. MANN: All that I have to say in re-
ply is that the City Counecil have brought
forward the Bill in the sincere hope of doing
good to the producer and to the consumer, If
the Bill does not meet with the desires of
hon. members, it can be amended in Com-
mittee or referred to a select committes. 1
appeal to hon. members not to oppose the
secom| Teading of the Bill

Question put and negatived.
Bill thus defeated.

Deeapitation is the only

MOTION—NARROGIN-DWARDA
RAILWAY.

To inguire by Select Committee,

Debate resumed from the 5th Oetober om
the following motion by Mr. Mickiwott—

That a sclect committee be appointed to
inquire into the advisability of constreting
the Narrogin-Dwarda railway and that all
work on that line be suspended pending
the report of the committee.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [7.50]: T support
the motion because I think that all capital ex-
j enditure in connection with railway construe-
tion should be governed in Western Australia
by the greatest good to be served by the roil-
way facilitics afforded, by the largest area
from which traific can be provided for the
railways and the greatest number of settlers
already on the land who are to be served, I
wish to place before the House some figures
in support of my eontention. They have heen
taken from two recent reports submitted hy
railway advisory boards, each report having
heen sipned by the same members. No. 1 re.
port reters to the Narrogin-Dwarda railway,
in connestion with which the area to be served
represents 130,000 aeres. No 2 report refers
ta the Uecarty-Yorkrakine-North Baandee rail-
way which will serve an area of 448.500 acres.
The oecupied area referred to by No. 1 re-
port is 86,800 acres, while the area alienated
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or in process of alienation referred to in No.
2 veport represents 289,900 aeres. The area
reserved and vacant in the Narrogin-Dwarda
arez i 43,700 aercs, as against Crown lands
available in the Uearty-Baaudee country of
158,600 acres. The area of cleared land »nd
uncleared land respeetively in the Narrogin-
Dwarda area totals 29,816 acres and 31,525
scres, whereas similar areas in conneetion with
the Uearty-Baandee line are: cleared, 126,529
acres, and uncleared 96,584 acres. In the aren
tn be gerved hy the Narrogin-Dwarda railway
there are 48 land holders who have railed pro-
duee aggregating 2,000 tops up to the preseut
time. As agnimst that, the bags of wheat
and oats already forwarded from the Uearty-
Baandee arca number 192,502, The settlers
in the Narrogin-Dwarda district total 78 as
againgt 220 settlers in the Tiearty-Baandee
dirtriet, The estimated cost of building the
Narrogin-Dwarda line is £4,000 per mile,
whereas, according to the advisory board, the
cost of the Uearty-Baandee line will not reach
£2,000 per mile.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That line has nothing
to do with this motion.

Mr. HARRISON: T am aware of that, but
I wish to back up my statement that the
capital outlay involved in railway construction
should be where that capital will have the
greater earning power, where it will deal with
the larger number of people and where it will
henefit a larger arca to be served.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Uecarty-Yorkra-
kino-North Baandee line has not been passed
Ly Parliament yet.

Mr, HARRSON: I am aware of that. It
+hnuld have been pussed by Parliament at the
rume time as the Narrogin-Dwarda project.
It is needed just as nimch as that line, and it
way needed just as much when that line was
sgreed to by Parlizment, T am surprised that
vhen the Labour Government were in power,
this was not one of the lines authorised by
that Administration, especially seeing that our
of the then Calinet Ministers knew the con-
ditions obtaining there, what the land was,
»nd what it was capable of | roducing. Sinee
the reports | have referred to were issued, a
large numher of additional settlers have gone
1o the Uearty-Haandee arcas, while repur-
chased estates there have resuited in & num-
her of soldier scttlers being placed on the
land.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are taking up a
""dog in the manger'" attitude.

Mr. HARRISON: I am doing wnothing of
ike kind. I spoke abeout certain resolutions
that were before Parliament some time ago.
T pointed out that the amendment moved by
the member for Willinms-Narrogin (Mr. John-
ston} was mot carried, but was actually de-
feated by a large majority on that oceasion,
and thus the principle of railways being con-
structed in zccordance with the order of their
authorisation, has not heen approved by this
Chamber. I am supporting the motion on the
ground that whatever capital we spend in
connertion with railway construetion at ‘he
present juneture should be such that every
sovereign spent should do the greatest good
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for the particular district to be served. Theso
are facts which should earrs weiaght with this
Cliamber, henee my support for the v-otion.

COn motion by My, Pickering, debate ad-
Jnurned.

BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [7.56] in
moving the sceond reading said: The RBill is
a short one.

Hon, P. Collier: You have jumped my place.

Mr. A, TIHOMSON: T wish to express my
sincerc thanks to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion for moving the adjournment of the con-
sideration of the Bill when it was hefore the
Housge last,

Hon. P. Collier: T want to gu on with it.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: I will give the hon.
member an opportunity later on. T regret
that T was ahbsent when the Bill was last
before the Chamber. 1 thonght T had made
arrangements with other members to laok
after the mcasnre in my absenee, but unfor-
tunafely they, too, were a.sent. There have
been so many agricultural shows lately that
it has been difficult for country members to he
in their plarves jo this Chamber. The Bill does
not deal with State trading eoneerns. It does
not go into the merits of the question ns to
whether State trading concerns are good for
the State or otherwise. Tt merely provides an
amendment, formulated by a memher in an-
other place, to give the right to the Govern-
ment to sell any of the trading concerns
should they so desire. The House will be
well advised to pass this small Bill. Tt is
alsolutely absurd to expect any Government
to sell State trading concerns in the faece of
such a provision as Section 23 of the State
Trading Concerns Aet, 1916. That geetion
setx out that, subjeet to provistoms mentioned
in the Aet, the Minister may sell or lease
any State trading coneerns for such amount
anid vpon sueh terms and conditions as may be
approved by the Governor-in-Couneil. Par-
linment nscerted a proviso, however, which
read—** Provided that possession shall not be
given to the intending porchaser or lessecs
under a eantraet of sale or agreement or lease
until the approval of Parliament has bren
oftained.”*  That is the provise which the
Bill s:xks to remove. The Bill mcerely seeks
to amend the Act by omitting that proviso.
Memlers will agree that it is a reassonable
seggestion.  Parliament sits only from four
to atx months in the year, and during the
remaining six months the Government of the
State is cxelnsively in the hands of Cabi-
net. Most of our trading coneerns were
bronght into existence, not by a vote of Par-
liament, but at the wish of the Government
then in power. That Government were justi-
fiesl in initiating the trading comecerns, be-
eavse they had a mandate rrom the country.
But no matter what Government may be in
power when an advantageous offer comes for
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any ol the trading concerns, the Government
should be in a position to accept it. Past
Governments who initiated trading concerns
without consulting Parliament had to accept
on the floor of the House the resporsibility
for their action. So, too, if Cabinet were to
do anything wrong in disposing of a trading
concern, such as selling it for less than its
value, the House would have its reimedy.
Hon, W. C, Angwin: That ia very lame.

Mr. Corhoy: Locking the stable door after
the stecd has gone.

Mr. A, THOMSON: To-day we are in the
unfortunate position of shutting the door
. after the horse has gone; there is that pusi-
ness over the ‘f Kangaroo.’’

Mr. MeCallum: That is the fault of the
present Government,

Mr. A, THOMSON : Quite so. The present
Government will not always be imn power.
Future Governments may wish to dispose ot
the trading conccrns. As a general rule, I
do not believe in trading eoncerns, At the
same time, I do not helieve in the Government
keing tied to them. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

On motion by the Colonial Seeretary, de-
bato adjourned.

MOTION—OILL. PROSPECTING.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from 12th October of the debate on the fol-
lewing motion by Mr. Underwood—

That in order to encourage prospecting
for mineral oil, this Hovse is of opinion
that the Minister for Mines, in pursuance
of the powers conferred upon him by See-
tion 7 of ‘‘The Mining Act Amendment
Act, 1920,’' should cancel all prospecting
licenses which are not being efficiently
worked, and that in future no prospecting
license ehall be granted for an area greater
than 1,000 square miles.

On motion by Hon. P. Callier, debate
adjourned,

MOTION—MIDLANT RAILWAY COM.-
PANY

Acquisition of Concession.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from 12th Oectober of the debate on the fol-
lowing motion by Lieut.-Colone! Denton—

That in the opinion of this House, if an
equitable arrangement can he made, the
lande and rnilway of the Midlaad Railway
Company shonld be acquired by the Gov-
eroment of this State, and that a valua.
tion of both the railway and the un-
alienated and partly alicnated lands be
made as soon as possible.

On motion by Mr. McCallum, debate ad-
journed.
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BILL— THE PERPETUAL TRUSTEES,
EXECUTORS, AND AGENCY COM-
PANY (W.A )J LIMITED (PRIVATE).

Second Reading,

Mr, MANN (Perth) [8.6] in moving the
second reading said: The report of the
seleet committee, to whom the Bill was
referred, has been presented to the House.
That report ig unanimously in favour of the
provigions of the Bill, with the exception of
Clauge 29 which, when in Committee, will
be the rubject of a motfon for deletion.
Clause 20 was the only contentious provision
in the measure. The Bill asks for no powers
other than those granted to a similar com-
pany in Perth to-day. The new company
merely aasks for the necessary authority to
establish itself. It has complied with all
the requirements. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. M. F, Troy, Aebate
adjourned.

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from 18th Qctober; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair, the Premier in charge of the
Bill.

Postponed Clause 7—Acquisition of land:

The PREMIER: I postponed the clause
beeause 1 found it would not be workable,
If we were to take the whole of a man’s
land, the clause would serve; but it is not
proposed to take the whole of any property.
For taxation purposes land is vajued on the
average, and not by specified sections of a
property. The Midland Railway Company
firat brought up this point for considera-
tion. They have a large area of land. We
do not require to take the whole of it, but
if we desired to take a portion, the unim-
provide value could not be fixed, and so the
clange would not operate. The same diffi-
culty will obtain in respect of many other
estates. Therefore the clause, as printed,
would be scarcely workable, I have con-
sulted the Solicitor General, and he suggests
that we strike out the reference to the un-
improved value. I do not see what else we
ean do. I am anxious only to acquire such
land as is not being worked., I propose to
strike out paragraph (a) of Subclanse 3
and insert ‘‘on the unimproved value of the
land.’’ Paragraph (b) would stand and
then T propose to add ‘‘Provided that the
amount at which the unimproved value is
ussessed for the time being under the Land
and Income Tax Assessment Aect, 1807, with
10 per cent. added therero, shall be prima
facie evidence of the unimproved value of
the 1land.’’ I move an amendment-—

That paragraph (a2) of Subclause 3 be
struck out.
Hon, P. COLLIER: I have been unable
to follow the Premier’s statemeni. Seeing
that this elause has been postponed for more
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thin a week in order that the Premier might
have an amendment prepared, I regret that
the amendment has not been placed on the
Notice Paper, We are really 1n no better
position to deal with the clause to-night
than when it was last before the Committee.
It is not possible for members to grasp tbe
purport of the amendment merely from the
reading of it. The clapse is an important
one, and it would be only fair to place the
amendment on the Notice Paper and give
members an opportunity to study it.

The PREMIER: I have no objection to
giving members an opportunity to study the
amendment. This clause is the most im-
portant in the Bill.

Progress reported.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922.23.
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 18th October;
Stubbs in the Chair,

Premier’s Department (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell, Minister).

Mr.

Vote—Publie Service Commissioner, £2,718:"

[Mr. A. Thomson had moved an amend
ment—'"That the vote be reduced by £1.7’]

Hon. P. COLLIER: The proposal to re-
duce the vote, T take it, will not preclude
discussion of the items,

The CHATRMAN: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If thé member for
Katanning will withdraw his amendment,
allow the Committee to discuss the items and
then move his amendment, we shall be fol-
lowing the practice which has been laid down
T understand the amendment precludes dis
cussion of the items.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Shall I be in order
if, after the discussion of the items, I move
for a reduction?

The CHAIRMAN: ¥es, you can move to
reduce the total vote without speaking to it.
Mr. A. THOMSCON: That is the trouble.
Hon. P. Collier: Well, you have spoken.

The CHAIRMAN: Until the hon, member
withdraws his amendment, the discussior
must be confined to the amendment to reduce
the vote by £1.

Mr. A, THOMSON: But I should like to
say a little more.

Mr. Corboy: You can say it on the item.

Mr. A, THOMSON: 1 want to say it on
the general discussion.

Hon. P. Collier: You cannot speak any
more. You have already spoken on the gen-
eral diseussion.,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I understood I could
speak as often as I liked in Committee,

The CHAIRMAN: You can speak only
ouce on the general discussion.

Mr. A, THOMSON: There was no general
disenasion. The only {wo members who spoke
were the Premier and the Leader of the Op
position,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, P. Collier: X am referring to the
general discussion on the division.

Mr, Underwood: There was none,

Hon, P. Collier; There was; I spoke on it.

Mr. A. THOMSON : If we were dealing with
one section of the Premier’s department, the
general discussion would have taken place on
division No. 7 when the whole of the ramifi-
eations of the Premier’s department could
have been dealt with,

Hon. P. Collier: There has always been a
general discussion on each division.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Bince [ spoke last
week, tho report of the Public Service Com-
missioner hag been placed before us, and it
contains quite a number of things upon which
I would like to touch, If we now go om to
items, shall I be decbarredl
. Hon, W, C, Angwin: I am in the same
rosition; 1 have spoken,

Mr, A, THOMSON: The only way to get
over the difficulty will be to move for a redue-
tion of item No, 1 ‘* Assistant Public Servica
Commissioner.’’ I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Item—Asgistant Public Service
sioner, £850:

Hoa. P. COLLIER: The Committee should
have a thorough and complete understanding
as to the mature of the duties performed by
the Assistant Publie Service Commissioner.
In addition to wmssisting the Public Service
Commissioner in the classification of the ser-
vice anil other duties incidental to that office,
the principal work of the Assistant Commis-
sioner consists of dealing with the wages and
working condifions of a large number of Gov-
ernment employees, principally those who
may be considered to be casual employees.
The question of fixing the wages and work-
ing conditions of thouwsands of men is not the
function of a man who himseif is a servant
of the public. It has been the policy of the
Government to delegate to Mr. Munt the
whole question of dealing with a large num-
ber of Government employces outside the op-
erations of the Public Service Act. If a de-
putation waits on a Mimster or requests are
made te Ministers regarding conditions of
employment of this section of employecs, the
party is referred to Mr. Munt. The actual
living conditions of thousands of the citizens
of this State involve a question too important
to be left in the hands of any Government
official who is not elected, and who is not
reeponsible to anyone except the Minister.

The Premier: He was appointed under the
Act,

Hon. P. COLLIER: As Assistant Public
Serviece Clommissioner.

Mr. Underwood: Which Act?

Hon. P. COLLIER: He was not appointed
ueder any Aect to deal with the wages and
conditions of employees outside the Publie
Service Aet. Mr, Munt has been a very con-
venient officer for Ministera. When I mention
Mr. Munt, I wish it to be clearly understood

Comrnis-
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that I am unot dealing with Mr. Munt as
an individual. As an officer I believe he is
very capable, conscientious and hard working.
I am not dealing with the positicn in any
personal way, but merely with the office of
Assistant Public Service Commissioner. When
the Premier was away a notification was is-
sned by the Assistant Public Service Commis-
sioner to the effect that the wages of a eon-
siderable section of Government employzes
would be reduced in order to bring them into
line with a recent award of the Arbitration
Court, and it was also announced that the
hours of labour would be increased from 44
to 48 per week, A notice of 24 hours was
given. The question of hours and wages is
one for the Government to decide, and yet
we find a Government official, a servant cf
the people whose wages he is seeking to re-
duce, is Jeft to make the announcement. I
believe the decision to increase the working
hours was arrived at by the Government some
seven or cight days before the announcement
was made. It appeared that Ministers had
not the courage to make a public statement
themselves, Tt may be urged that they have
not the time to devote to deciding the wages
and working conditions of a large number of
Government employees. I do not think there
is any duty of greater importan¢e upon which
they can be engaged than thal of dealing with
the living conditions of the people of the
State.

Mr. McCallum: They always have time to
open bazaars.

Hon. P. COLLIFER: I object to such im-
portant questions being elegated to a Govern-
ment official. What kind of a democracy is
it when wages and the conditions of employ-
ment can be fixed by Governunent officials? I
want the assurance of the Premier that in
future this officer will play a less important
vole in this respect than heretofore. 1f peo-
ple desire to approach a Minister upon ques-
tions of this kind the DMinistar should deal
with them and accept the full responsibility.

The Premier: I do not think they have re-
fused to do so.

Hen. P. COLLIER: The case in point was
a shocking instance of evasion of respousi-
bility on the part of Ministers.

Mr. A. Thomson: No doubt Mr, Munt acted
under instroctions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course he did, hut
the Government should have made the an-
nouncement. It ereated so much consternation
that for several wecks aftcrwards there was
nothing but a scries of deputations and inter-
views between the organisations concerned uund
the officer in question. It was only when the
officials of the Trades Hall pointed out to
Me. Munt and to Ministers how far fliey could
legally go that the proposal was dropped, and
it is still peuding. T object to a eivil servant
being given power to determine the living
eonditions of thousands of citizens of this
State. Tt is work whirh Ministera are paid
to do, and I hope the Premier will inform the
C‘ommittee that in future they will take this
responsibility upon their own shoulders., At
present it is a difficult thing to get behind M.
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Munt, for Ministers, having appointed him,
naturally feet they must support him.
It is almost impossible to persuade a Minister
to depart from the decision given by this
officer. Of course it would be idle to suggest
that Ministers could examine in detail all the
conditions of labour and all the circumstances
surrounding the employment of a large num-
ber of men. There must, therefore, be some
officer who can prepare a case and su%?ly foll
information wpon it, but it is then the duty
of Ministers themselves to decide as to the
hours of labour and take the full responsi-
hility.

The PREMIER: I hope the Leader of the
Opposition will not imagine that Mr. Munt
is engaged in reducing wages.

" Hon. P. Collier: I said he was dealing with
them.

The PREMIER: The House agreed with
me last year that it was impossible for anmy
Minister to follow the various awards made
by the courts, and that some official was
needed to deal with the questions generally.
Members, are constantly seeing me on the
question of employment, but there must be
an nfficial to follow these awards and note
the conditiong to which they are made to ap-
ply. There are about 5000 men in Gov-
ernment employment who would he dealt with
by this officer. These are working from
Wyndham to Euecla on varying rates and un-
der different awards. So much has to be paid
for men working within a certain radius of
PTerth, and so much more in other parts of
the State. All this has to be worked out.
The railwvay award was adapted to- others
working in Covernment employment with
considerable advantage to them. Tt was,
therefore, casy for the Assistant Public Ser-
vice Commissioner to imagine that the men
would come under the second railway award.
Wages aore fixed by awards,

Hon, P. Collier: Many agre=mnenis are also
made.

The PREMIER: If an agreement has to he
made this official is the right man to negotiate
it. Representatives of the men must argue
their ease with somcone, and they find it con-
venient to do so with Mr. Munt instead of
half a dgzen Ministers employing men in
various departments. Mr, Munt’s duty is to
see that the awards are applied and that the
men are treated fairly.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not to fix the rate
of wages.

The PREMIER: He does not fix them in
any arbitrary fashion.

Hon., P, Collier: I know of a case where
his word was final as to the rate of wage.
That is vot right.

The PREMIER: I do mot Enow of »ny
ease where that has happened. T know,
of course, that he has negotinted with re
presentatives of the men. It will be agreed
that someone should negotiate, and an official
of thir kind is the right man to 4o it. I know
of no recommendation of Mr. Munt that has
not been otherwise than fair, and in accor-
dance wih an existing award.
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Mr. Underwood: If it is in accordance
~with an existing award, what necessity is
there for it?

The PREMIER: Government employces
are spread all over the State, and adjust-
ments are necestary on account of extra cost
of living, time required in getting to work,
and 30 on. Every member who had to do with
the question knew what the position was be-
fore Mr. Munt’s present appointment; there
were arguments as regards a few men em-
ployed by the Lands Department, o few em-
ployed by the Works Department, a few em-
ployed hy the Agrienltnral Department, and
ro forth. Ministers are not shirking their
duty in the slightest. Mr. Munt has very
little to do as regards fixing wages.

Mr. MeCallum: Who is challenging tlle
present wages?

The PREMTER: The Government take the
responsibility of challenging wages. I said
s previously in connection with the railway
awards. Mr. Munt protects the interests not
only of the Government, but also of the men
employed under various awards. The Com-
mittee shonldl wunderstand that the action
taken by Mr, Munt is in aecordance with thu
desire of the Government. It is the duty of
Ministers to see that awards are observed and
that the men are fairly treated, and Mr.
Munt has heen appointed for those purposes.

Mr, MUNSIE: The Premier was not in
the State when the trouble arose. During thr
sitting of the Labour Congress the employees
of the Government received a notice that ‘‘as
from to-morrow’! wages would be such and
such and the howrs 48 instead of 44. T was
not a member of the deputation which there-
upon interviewed Mr. Munt, but I believe that
deputation convineed Mr. Munt that he was
doing something illegal by giving that notice,
and that although the awards had praetically
expired it was still compulsory to observe
their conditions in the abrencc of a month’s
notice of termination from one side or ths
other. It took a deputation to the Acting
Premier to get that month’s notice. I was
a member of all the deputations exeept the
first. Our position was very awkward. As
representatives of the men we were asked by
Mr. Munt, *‘Have yon drafted the schedule
of wages that you require’’? We had to ad-
mit that that had not been done so far. How-
cver, the men were not going to deviate from
the then cxisting conditions until they had
drafted a schedunle. Mr. Munt gave us to
understand that he could only discuss wages
and conditions of work. On our pointing out
to him that the hours were the chief question,
he =aid, ‘I cannot discuss with the repre-
sentatives of the uniona the hours the men
have-to be employed. That is a matter of
Government policy. You will have to sce the
Acting Premier as to that.’’ When we got
before the Acting Premier, he said that he
eonld not disenss wages and conditions with
ur, and that the hours had been fixed by the
Government as a matter of Government po-
livy. How many people realise that it is Gov-
ertinent poliey in this State to-d%_v to in-

[ASSEMBLY.]

erease the hours from 44 to 487 Ap repards
the railway awards, to which the Premier
frequently refers, I have te point out that the
last railway award did not incremse hours.
But the Government, as a resnlt of that
award, want the men to accept not only re-
duction in wages, but also an increase of four
hours per week to be worked for nothing. The
court did not decide that. The court left
all the railnay men on 44 hours, Naturally,
all the other men want the same hours. 1
agrec with the Leader of the Opposition that
us regards employees of the Public Works De-
partment the Minister for Works should take
the responsibility. Tf an agreement can be
nogotmtod with him, well and good; if not,
there is a tribunal to appeal to. If the Min-
ister for Works wants the employees of the
Works Department to accept reduced wages
and ingereased hours, the Minister for Works is
the man to make that annourcement. I want
the people to note that the Government take
the responsibility for sinerensing hours in
thizs State, and that the responsibility is not
Mr, Munt’s, The Government smployees have
nnt had sueh an intimation.

The Premier: We take the responasibility
of every action of Mr. Munt, and of every
other official.

My, MUNSIE: I do not object to Mr,
Munt, but ¥ do object to the dual contro] now
cxisting. The Minister for Works was pre-
viously prepared to negotiate with us as to
employees under his jurisdiction. Now he
wants us te go to Mr. Munt, and before we
Zo to Mr. Munt he wants to tie that gentle-
man’s hands regarding hours. Such a state
of affairs is very unsatisfactory. I happened
to be in the Chamber when this matter was
previously discussed; otherwise I wonld have
had a good deal to say about the strike that
is on, To falk about the men refusing to
obey an award which has been made a com-
mon rale by the Pederal Arbitration Court
is absurd, because the Federal Arbitration
Court has no power to make a common rule,
For about a fortnight or three weeks we had
a deputation almost daily to either Mr. Munt
or the Acting Premier, and eventually we got
the Acting Premier to agree that the whole
matter should be referred to the court for
decirion. That was all we asked, and that
i3 all we ask now for the engineers, concern-
ing whom such a fuss was made here the
other night, In that connceticn the Perth
Municipal Couneil endeavoured to shirk their
respongibility by handing the matter over to
the Employers’ Federation. T am a Perth
ratepayer, and the Perth Citv Council are
nsine my money to bring abnut reduction of
the wazes of men for whom I am reeking an
increase, What right have the City Couneil
as an clreted bhody to be represented
on the Employers’ Federation at all?
And the Government have no morte right
to throw their reaponaibility on Mr. Mnunt than
the City Conneil have to throw their
resnonaihility on the Emplovers’ Federation.
Parliament i3 an elective bodv and the Gov-
crnment are elected by the party representa-
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tive of a section of this Chamber. The Gov-
ernmnent are elected to accept responsibility
und they should not pass that respopsibility
on to an¥one clse.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not desire to
enter into n discussion of any existing dis-
pute. T have come to the conclusion that
1if Mr, Munt’s position is one only to fix
wages——

The Premier: No, that is mot the only
thing he has to do.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I have ¢ome to the
conelugion that he is only the fifth wheel
in the goach.

Hon. P. Collier: Mr. Munt is mainly deing
that work.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : The Premier said
‘that Mr. Munt had to go from Wyndbam te
Eucla in connection with this work. Take
the case of Wyndham to start with. Who
fixes the wages in connection with the
Wyndham Meat Works?

The Premier: Mr. MeGhie fixes them
after negotiations have been completed.

Mr. UNDERWOOQOD: Exactly. Mr. Munt is
not consulted in the matter. When it comes
to a2 question of fixing the wages for work
on the jetty at Wyndham or Carnarvon,
whe fixes those? The Harbour and Light
Department! Mr. Munt again is not c¢on-
sulied, Who fixes the wages of an engine-
driver at Pilbara? The Arbitration Court
fixes the gward for a driver of a locomotive.
If that engine-driver works, roughly, about
36 hours per week, he draws £10 a week.
The driver at a Siate Battery, who works
48 hours a week,—if he does not work half
a day, he does not draw any pay for it—
gets £35 10a. 2 week. The Arbitration Court
has fixed the rate for the engine-driver and
the Mines Department fixes the rate for the
driver at the State battery.

Mr.
fanlt.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am not saying it
is anyone’s fault. I am simply pointing out
that Mr. Munt is not doing this work. He
does uot come into much of it at all. T
ecannot make out what Mr. Munt is there
for. The cases referred to by the member
for Mannans arise under an award of the
Arbitration Court..

The Premier: Absolutely.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Then why does Mr.
Munt eome into the question at all, if it is
only un Arbitration Court matter? I sup-
ported the memher for Katanning (Mr, A,
Thomson) when he moved a reduction in
the vote, because I recognise Mr. Munt as
un officer who should not be required in this
position, It may be possible he ig being
cmployed by Ministers as a buffer, but in
the penern] working of tbe department he
is not required.

Hon, P. Collicr:
buffer!

The Premier: Not at all.

Willecock: That is not the driver'’s

That is what he is—a .

Mr. A. THOMSON:

ment—
That the item be reduced by £1.

When T last spoke on this matter I pointed
out that in my opinion we were not getting
service for the money we were expending, In
support of that contention T drew the atten-
tion of hon. members to the report of the
Public Serviee (lommissioner which hag just
been issued. On page 5 they will sec the fol-

f move an amend-

Jowing paragraph:— ..

The c¢lassification of the scrvice wal
made by three commissioners each of
whom had an intimate knowledge of one
section of the service,—cither clerical,
aceountancy, or professional. These
officials were -given an excellent oppor-
tunity of gaining a complete knowledge
of their particular section of the work
applying right through the service, and
were able, after investigating all depart-
ments and examining the work dome by
officers, to relatively fit in and adjust the
various values.

There is a gecond paragraph which contains
what I might call a considerable kick
against the board appointed by this Chaw-
ber. The Commissioner states-— ‘

After having gained tbis intimate and
complete knowledge, these officials ara
overrnled by a board, the membera of
which have not had an opportamity of
studying the service as a whole, but who,
nevertheless, on verbal evidence, alter and
amend opinions based on sueh knowledge.

Later on he says—
Broadly speaking, a vumber of the deci-
gions of the board have made satisfied
officers discontented with their lot beeause
otber officers, on the principle of ‘‘aome-
thing to gain and nothing to lose’’ have
appealed, and to the surprise of their
fellow officers have succeeded in seeuring
increased classification ov salary, or both.
Mr. O'Loghlen: They were well up on the

top too,
Mr. A. THOMSON: That mayv be so. The

Publiec Service Commissioner eontinves—
One of the difficultics to be contended
with is the irresponsibility of evidence
given by some witnesses cailed from out-
side the service, My represeatative may
obtain epxcellent evidence as to salaries
paid outside the service to place before
the board, but is met with a refusal to
allow information given to him to be used
publicly, whereas appellants brought wit-
nesses who had no hesitation—sometimes
with very seanty knowledge of the offi-
cer’s work—in expressing the opinion that
the officer appealing was considerably
under-paid. . . , The question is a difficult
one and I do not desire it to he imagined
that I am antagonistic to the right of
appeal. In my opinion, however, the
Public Service Appeal Board Act goes too
far in this direction, and an effort should
be made on the conclusion of the hearing
of appeals against the recent clagsification
of the service, to have the whole matter
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of appeal thoroughly censidered and pro-

posals made cither for the repeal of the

Act or a revision of some of its provisions.
We find this particular department is ex-
pected to look afier tho service and classify
the positions of 1,500 employees, drawing
salaries totalling £403,780.  Yet this report
shows that the two expert Commissioners,
who were appointed to carry out this work,
after putting up certain recommendations
E‘e&'c over-ruled and their work was nulli-

ed.

The Premier: Those were appeals agaiunst
the elassification.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: T admit that, but T
would like an expression of opinion fromn
the Premier as to whether he will con-
gider the recommendations brought farward
by the Public Service Commissioner, If
the whole of the appeals have been
dealt with and the Civil Service has been
put on a firmer basis, them the Public
Service Appeal Board Act should be re-
pealed. Tn moving for the reduction in
this officer’s salary, T have nothing what-
ever to say against the individual officer
cecnpying the position. We have it on the
evidence of the Premicr himself and members
of the Opposition that practically the whole
of Mr. Munt'’s time is taken up with fixing
and adjusting wages.

The Premier: T did not say anything of
the sort. T said it was his duty to do that,
but he deals with other questions as well in
his capacity ag Assistant Public Serviee Com-
missioner,

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: That is so, but praec-
tically the whaole of his time so far has been
taken up in dealing with these matfers. I
do not say that that constitutes the whole of
the duties he has been appointed to carry out.
The general powers and duties of the Public
Service Commissioner are set out in Section 9
of the Pubiic Serviee Act. I wish to draw
the attention of the Government to the man-
ner in whieh [ consider we can get better
value for the money we are paying in connee-
tion with the Publie Serviee Commissioner’s
department. The Publie Service Commia-
sioner, in his report, says—

In this eonnection I would point out that
good salaries should only be paid when
there is good and ecfficient serviece. It will
be readily realized that it is guite an im-
possibility for the Commissioner to be cog-
nisant of the details of every branch of
each department. It is imperative, there-
fore, that the heads of departments and
branches should really be the ‘‘eyes’’ of
the Government and the Commissioner. . . .
The Premier: That is so. They should be

the managers of their departments.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We will admit that,
but those of us who have anything to do with
the Government departments know that there
is not that co-ordinatien and co-operation be-
tween the various departments that there
should be, and the consequence is that the
departments are probably costing & consider-
alle amount of money more than should be
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the case. Probably there are duplications.
The Commissioner should be in the position
of an inspector, with the right to enter any
departinent and see for himself that the
State is getting value.

Mr MeCALLUM: While I agree that it is
necessary that Ministers should have the ad-
vice of an officer who will make himself ac-
guainted with the different awards in order
that he may arrive at a sound judgment in
dealing with employees of the department, I
cannot agrec with the Premier that the ap-
pointment of My, Munt is not a delegation
of the responsibilities of Ministers to Gov-
crnment  offieials. T e¢an quote instances,
When the declaration was made that the
hours of Government employces were to be
inereased from 44 to 48, the first intimation
the employees received was by letter from
Mr. Munt to the offictals of the union. It
was decided to send a deputation to the Gov-
crmment and 1 bad to make the arrangements.
T went to the Minister for Works, His reply
te me was, “*Thank God T have nothing to
do with this. Tt has to be dealt with by
Mr. Munt. "’

Hon. P,
Lility.

Mr, MeCALLU'M: Tt shows that although
the Government had declared in favour of in-
creased howrs for their employces, Ministers
were not to deal with it. Tt was to be dele-
gated to a public official, Another instance:
During the Jiscussion that arose betwecn the
union officinls and Mr, Munt, one of the
points raised was that after notice of retire-
ment from an apreement was given, the Gov-
ernment were at liberty to enforee any wages
or working conditions thcy chose, that there
was no obligation on the Government to ap-
ply ta the court. That deelaration was made
by Mr. Munt. In the House the other might,
the Minister for Mines said he did net agree
with that, and that Cabinet also was not in
apreement with it. Yet here is a publie official
intimating that that is the condition which
nwst prevail.  Clearly the publie offieial is
overriding the Government,

Hon, P, Coltier: Acting under instructions
from them.

Mr., MeCALLUM: How are the unions to
know where they stand, when they are told
hy the official that they have to submit to
altered hours and conditions, vet when it
comes to facing publie opinjon, the Minister
says le does not agree with it? Clearly the
Government are shirking their responsibility
in this way. At election time Ministers and
members have to declare themselves; but
here it is left to an official to make the de-
claration, and when the question i3 raised in
Parliament, the Minister says he does not
apree with the finding of the official. If that
iz not delegating Cabinet responsibility, I do
not know what is. Will the Premier agree to
any Government official receiving a deputa-
tion and deciding on the expenditure of pub-
lic funds on any question other than wages?
Tf£ I want a new school or some other work
in my district, I have to go to a Minister;

(‘ollier: A shirking of responsi-
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but when it comes to the fixing of wages for
working men, Ministers say they will not deal
with it, that it has been handed to a public
official. Why the distinetion? 11 appears to
me Ministers know it is unpopular to reduce
wages and increase hours, and so, beecause it
will lose them votes at the poll, they give it
to some unfortunate public servant.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort. Mr.
Munt was engaged in applying an award
which meant a considerable inerease in wages.

Mr. McCALLUM: But I obhject to a publie
official having the power to say what wages
shall be paid to a man and what hours he
shall work. T do not agree, whether it means
inerease or deerease; the principle is wrong.
When we met Mr. Colebateh on thix question
he refused to diseuss wages with us, declaring
that we would have to go to Mr. Munt.

Hon. P. Collier: A niee attitude to adopt!

Mr. McCALLUM: The attitude of the Gov-
ernment was to force their decizion on the
men through Mr., Munt, who thus bas the re-
sponsibility of saying how public funds are
to be expended. The Premier argues that be-
cause the railway award gave a reduetion, it
was to be applied indiscriminately through-
out the departments.

The Premier: When the court gave an in-
erease, we made it apply without discrimina-
tion,

Mr. MeCALLUM: But that was done as the
result of a previous understanding. When it
comes to forcing reductions, the umion is ‘not
approached nntil they get the intimation that
the reduction is to be made. Storekeepers in
the Education Department were reduced to
the amount provided under the railwaymen’s
award. It brought them ecomsiderably under
the award for storekeepers among the shop
assistants.

The Premier: Buot they were under an out-
gide award.

Mr. McCALLUM: When we go to the conrt
we have to face all awards. At the State
Tmplement Works one does not approach Mr,
Shaw on the question of wages, but bas to
go to Mr. Munt, while Mr. McGhie, who has
control of the meat works——

The Premier: Mr. McGhie’s position is very
diffcrent.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The activities of Mr.
Munt are directed mainly to reducing men
and women on wages. Only yesterday, or the
da¥ bcefore, we had in the **West Anstra-
lian’? an announcement that heads of depart-
ments were getting inereases up to £200 per
annum, while in ancther column in the samc
issue Mr. Munt was arguing about paying
school cleaners, widows, 1s. 6d. per week.
Surely Cabinet will not tolerate that, even
from Mr. Muni. Reduetions should be ap-
plied all round, should not be confined to
those people on wages. We have a declara-
tion from the Premier to-night—made public
for the first time—that it ia the Government’s
poliey to inerease working hours.

The Premier: No, I said we stand by what
has heen done hy publie offieials.

Mr. MeCALLUM: That is hardly facing
the position gquarely. Are we to understand
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that the dJecision wag made by this officiat or
by Governmeut decision?

The Premier: The Government must take
the respousibility.

Mr, McCALLUM; Who did it?

The Premier: 1 tell you the Government
must take the responsibility.

My, M¢CALLUM: Who initiated the alter-
ation? Are we to understand that a paid rer-
vant of the Government is to siep in and
increase lours? The Premier says he will
stand by what this public servant has done.
Where do the Government atand?

The Premier: Where do you stand?

Mr, MeCALLUM: There 38 no doubt where
I stand. The public are entitled to know
where the Government stand. Was that a
Cabinet decision?

The Promier: We are not discussing that.

Mr. McCALLUM: The DIremier stated
earlier in the evening that it was a Govern-
ment decision. Now he ig trying to get round
it.

The Premier: You know it is before the
court. Do you want to influence it

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes; efforts are made
by othera to influence the court.

The Premier: Not by the Government.

Mr. MeCALLUM: There is propaganda by
the Press, by public mien, and responsible citi-
zens to create an atmosphere so that the court
will be prepared for it. What was done in
counection with the stacking of the Federal
Court?

The Premier: What has that to do with this
question?

Mr., MeCALLUM: We are discussing the
salary of a public servant and we want to
know whether, if that office is continued, it
will be nsed by the Government to dedge mak-
ing a deelaration on such an important ques-
tien as the workimg hours of their employces.

The Premier: What has the question before
the court to do with Mr. Munt?

Mr. McCATLUM: Fverything, because it
is on his initiation that the case i3 before
the court. Tt is the result of a letter scmt
to all unions having men working for the
Qovernment. Do the Government stand be-
hind what is being done or has the public
servant himself done it?

The Premier: The case is before the court
and you know it,

Mr. MeCALLYM: Tt iz idle for the Pre-
mier to say that he is following what the eoart
hag done, The Government have endeavoured
te introduce something which the court re-
fused, In the miners’ and railway cases the
court wasg :sked to increase the hours from
44 to 48, and in both cases the court re-
fused. Those who were on 44 hours were
ordered to be continued on 44 hours, Now
the Government are attempting to foree 48
hours. Was this a decision of Cabinet or of
a public servant? If we ave te lock to a
public official on these matters, should not we
strike out this item and imsist on the Gov-
ernment ciarrying their responsibilities? The
thonsands of employees of the Government ure
entitled to know the position.
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The DPremier: They are all trying to get
into the Government service, anyhow.

Mr. McCALLUM: Whether they are de-
sirous of getting in or ont, they are entitled
to know the position. The Government gave
private employers the lead in increasing honrs,
and see where they have landed us, One in-
dustry is in a very parlous position, and might
hold up thousands of employecs, This arises
from the lead given by the Government.

The Premier: That is unfair. You know
it is wrong. There is not an atom of truth
in it.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I challenge the Premier
to point to anyone who gave the lead to in-
crease hours before the Government. Iet the
Premicr name anyone. Me cannot. The Gor-
ernment took the lead.

The Premier: You are making political use
of it.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I am stating facts.

The Premier: It is pure polities.

Mr. McCALLUM: It is my duty to point
out where the action of the Government is
likely to lead.

The Premier: If we reduced the hours to
20 a week there would still he trouble.

Mr. MelALLUM: If the position as de-
clared by Mr. Munt had remained——

The Premier: It did not remain,

Mr. MeCALLUM: It was only after con-
stderable discussion that we seeured an alter-
ation; if the position had remained there
would have been chaos in every industry in
the State. The Government were telling cem-
Moyers that they merely had to retire from
an award or agrecement and they could then
do anything they liked.

The Premier: We did not tell them any-
thing of the sort.

Mr, McCALLUM: You qid. It caunot be
denied. T had to take up the discussion with
the acting Premier in the columns of the
‘“West Australian’’! T diseussed it with the
Solicitor Qeneral who pig-headedly supported
the attitude of the acting Prewier. Fortun-
ately the President of the court has reversed
that and told them they were absolutely
wrong. 1f employers generally bad followed
the lead given them, there would have been
turmail.

The Premier: They have not.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Government should
take the re<ponribility and not hide behind
the skirts of a public officer.

The Premeir: We do not hide behind the
ckirts of. anvone.

Mr. MeCALLUM : Since T have been speak-
ing the Premier hag shifted from the answer
he gave the Teader of the Opposition. He
said the Government were responsible for the
deelaration of hours and naw he says he will
stand hy what o public servant says. If the
Premier persists in that attitnde and a publie
official has to shoulder the responsibility, anr
test course would be to strike out the item.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX: T intend to vote
apainst the awmendment. The officer ism more
to he pitied than bLlamed. He is earrying out
the instrurtions of the Government.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course he is.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, W, ., ANGWIN: The ofticer shonid
not be condemned for carrying out instrie-
tions issued to him, The member for Hannans
put the position clearly. He was told by the
ncting Premier that the matter had been set-
tled by the Government. It was the duty
of the officer to earry ont instruetions. There
is mo necessity to refuse to pass his salary
becanse of some act of the Government, The
officer is in a difficult pesition. Higher paid
ofliccrs have received salary increnses during
the last few monthe, and naturally the othera
want to know why their pay is likely to be
1educed and their hours extended. This sort
of thing tends to cause Qissatisfaction. The
Appeal Board decision will occasion more
di=satisfaction than would have resuited if
the board had never heem appointed.

Hon, P. Collier: Certainly it will

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: The member for
Katunning wanted to know the attitude of the
Government regarding the Appeal Board and
whether they were going to earry out the ad-
viee of the Public Service Commissioner. When
the Appeal Board Rill was before the House,
the hon. member had nothing to say on it.

Mr. A, Thomson: 1t was a promise by the
Ctovernment,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: T admit it was a
promise to settle the strike, Drior to that
Parliament decided the question of salaries.
This question has now heen entirely removed
from Parliament.

Mr. A, Thomson: There is hou resson, usw
that they have done their work, why the board
should not be abolished.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If action is taken
in respeet to the Public Service generally,
similar te that taken in the case of the wages
staff, the Appeal Board will shortly have to
reecomenee their work.

Mr. A, Thomson: What is sauce for the
goose is sauce for the gander,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Eighty to 90 per
cent. of the inerenses granted by the Appeal
Board have pone to officers drawing higher
salaries, and those drawing lower salaries have
Ircen put on cne side.

The Premicr: No, they all got some—£12.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: That was a grade
inerease.

The Premier: No, they were raised from
£252 to £264.

Hon. . Cotlier: The Appcal Board did e-t
grant that.

The Premier:
£12

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN; It is about time the
acfusl wage was fixed, not the grade, and then
there might be some continuitr. The Arbitra-
tion Court fixes the minimom wage but un-
fortnnately the minimum becontes the maxi-
mum. We have doal control at present. The
Assistant Public Serviee Commissioner’s time
has heen taken up with the Appeal Board.
He has not had time to evarry cub the work
which the member for Katanning says he
shanid do.

Mr. A, Thomsan: But you think it should
he done?

Yes, the board gave them
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Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is the duty of
the Public Service Commissioner to ascertain
what is being done in the offices, and he has
to be guided to a large extent by the heads
of departmenta.

Mr. Pickering: Both officera?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes. This officer
has been carrying out duties imposed upon
him by the Gevernment, and we should not
reduce his salary, which would amount to a
vote of censurc upon him,

Mr. A. Thomson: That was never in-
tended.

Hon, P. COLLIER: X cannot vote for the
ameudmeat.

Mr. A, Thomson: I would get a shock if
you did,

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1t would be much
better if the hon. member would move to re-
duce the total vote. The Public Service Com-

" missioner in his annnal report makes the fol-
lowing refercnees to the duties allotted to his
assistant:

{a) Investigating all wages matters to
ensurc that similar rates of pay prevail in
all departments for same class of work.

That is very esscntial. There is often a great
differcnce in the conditions of employment of
men, say, in the Public Works Department
and those in the Water Supply Department.
Diserepancies of this kind lead to dissatis-
faetion, and it i3 desirable that uniformity
shouid be obtained.

(b) Dealing with all industrial matters re-

garding elaims for amended wages or

working eonditions.

fe) Representing the Commissioner hefore

the Arbitration Court, the Public Service

Appeal Board, or vn a wages board.

The new position was designed to afford

assistance to myself and to relieve Min-

isters of all detail work in relation to in-
dustrial affairs, and to secure uniformity.

A large numbher of industrial matters have

been dealt with during the year, and it is

anticipated that the current year will be a

particnlarly strenuous onc in this regard.
8¢ long as Mr. Munt’s work is confined to
this he will be performing a useful funmction.
AN matters of principle, increasing or re-
ducing wages, or hours of labour, should rest
entirely with the Government. If I want to
eonsult a Minister as to certain rates of
wages I objeet to going to a Government
gervant and placing my case before him, 1
chould refuse to do se, and would advise the
uniong to do the same. We are entitled to go
to a Minister direct.

The Premier: They all do that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: When a deputation
representing the organised labour of this
State regnired to discusy a question of wages
they were told by the Acting Premier that
he was not going to discuss a subject of that
nature with them, and that they must see Mr.
Munt. That was a wretched evasion of duty
and responsibility,  Deputations have the
right to demand the attention of a Minister
on a nuestion of this sort.
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The Premier: They get it, I assure you.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They did not get it
irom the Acting Premier. On the other hand,
Mr, Munt says, ‘I cannot discuss wages with
you, because 1 have instructions from Cab-
imet,’”’ Tt is, therefore, waste of time to
go to him npon speh & matter. For the last
nine months I have been trying to get a
settlement regarding some women c¢leaners in
my district, but at the present rate of pro-
gress the refusal of a miserable 1s. 6d. per
week for these women will have ¢ost in cor-
respondence more than the total amount in-
volved. Y refuse to see Mr. Munt on a ques-
tion of this nature, Some line of demarcation
should be deawn between the geperal prin-
¢iple of the working conditions, and the de-
tails which the assistant public service com-
missiongr is required to go into in order to
secure uniformity. It was never intended that
a government official shonld be set vp as an
arbitration tribunal to fix the rates of wages.
Alinisters  should receive .all deputations,
though it is quite right that this officer
should advise them and prepare cases for
them. Tf I am ever concerned in any wages
dispute, T shall ingist wpon my rights as a
member to see the Minister controiling the
department in which the employees concerned
are engaged.

The Premicr: No member has cver been

-denied that right,

Heon. I'. COLLIER:
did so.

The Premier: 1 am sure he did not do
that in the way you suggest,

Hon. P. COLLIER: He said, ‘‘You must
discuss the question of wages with Mr
Munt.'’ If this question is not put right af
onec Ministers will continue to evade their
responsibilities and the power of the holder
of this office will inerease from year to year.
That wounld be wrong. Mr. Munt's work
should be confined to that which legitimately
comes within his sphere and fuoction. He
should not undertake the duties whieh pro-
perly and legitimately belong to a Minister.

The PREMIER: I have already cxplained
that almost all our Government employees
work under arbitration awards. I have been
approached more than onee in connection
with questions of employment, and my
reply has always heen, ‘“You must have
your wages fixed by the Arbitration Court.’”
T have never negotiated a rate of pay with
men employed by the Government in any ca-
pacity, nor varied such a rate. Questions of
that kind are before the court now. We have
adopted the award given in the railway case,
and applied it to our other men, Wages were
on the increase, and wages were always based
on the cost of Jiving, which was bound to
lead to trouble. A wan is entitled to be
paid on the results of his work, not mercly
on the actual living cost. The Federal Arhi-
tration Court has inereased the hours, When
the eost of living comes down, the employers,
having in mind arguments for inerease of
wages based on the cort of living, apply to
the eourt for wages to be fixed aecordingly,

The Acting Premier
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: If the cost of living
is coming down, why did the Appeal Board
put up salaries?

The PREMIER: I do not know. In re-
ply to the Leader of the Opposition T wish to
say that no member of Parliament has ever
go far ns 1 know, been relnsed the right to
discuss any question with any Minister. 1
know T bave becn interviewed two or three
times in the course of a weck by union re-
presentatives.

Mr. Munsie: That was not in connection
with Government employees.

The PREMIER: I have had such a de-
putation at midmight. Mr. Munt cannot do
more than recommend. There must be uni-
formity, and the- awards must be applied
fairly to all the men. In many cases Mr.
Munt’s inquiries regarding wages have been of
advantage to men. Mr, Munt is not there with
power to increase or reduce wages, but to
make the awards fit in as regards all the de-
partments, If six Ministers fixed wages for
six departments, we would have the same
tangle again s we had somce years ago. The
Chamber need not fear that the Government
will shirk their responsibilities. The case
which has been dealt with to-night at such
length is now before the Arbitration Court,
and should be left to the decision of the
court.

Mr. PICKERING:
previously as to the nature of the work fall-
ing on the shoulders of this officer. I said T
cculd sce no provision for sueh an appoint-
ment. On referring to the Public Service
Commissioner’s report of last year, howerver,
T find the following under the beading ‘‘In-
dustrial Matters?’:—

In view of the inecreasing responsibilities
placed on the office of Public Service Com-
missioner, I have for some timz felt the
necd of assistance in order to earry out the
functions of my office satisfactorily. This
asgistance became absoclutely essential when
the responsibility of investigating and re-
porting upon industrial matters was placed
on my shoulders. My views were accepted
by the Government, and Mr. C. A. Munt,
Under Secretary for Public Works and
Trading Concerns, who had obtained valu-
ahle information while acting as Assistant
Commissioner in connection with the re-
elassification, was on my recommendation
promoted to the new office of Assistant
Publie Serviee Commissioner created under
Section 37 of the Fublic Service Act. Mr.
Munt's duties include such matters as (a)
being responsible for investigating all
wages matters, and secing that similar
rates of pay prevail in all departments for
the same class of work; (b) dealing with
all industrial unions regarding elnims or re-
arrangements of wages and working condi-
tions; (c¢) representing the Commissioner
hefore the Arbitration Court, Publie Ser-
vice Appeal Board, or on a wages board.

Tt seems to me that the very duties to which
the Leader of the Opposition and the member
for South Fremantle have taken exception

I made some inquiry -
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are those to which this gentleman was speci-
ally appointed. The report for the year
ended on the 30th June, 1922, states—

In my inst report I referred to the ap-
pointment of Mr, C. A, Mupt (late Under
Secretary of Works and Trading Concerns)
as Assistant Public Serviee Commissioner,
with functions as under . . .

Paragraphs (a), (b) and (¢), which I have
already quoted, are here repeated, and the
report proceeds—

The new position was desigued to afford
asgistance to myself, and to relieve Minis-
ters of all detail work in relation to indus-
trial affairs, and to secure uniformity. A
large number of industrizl matteras have
been dealt with during the year, and it is
antjeipated that the current year will he a
particularly strenuous one in this regard.
Mr. Munt reports that the majority of the
awards or agreemcnts applicable to Gov-
ernment workers having expired some con-
siderable time, the Government decided,
towards the end of the year now under re-
view, that the time was opportune for re-
version to the 48-hour week. Under the
railway award delivered by the State Arbi-
tration Court in May last, the basic wage
was reduced from 80s. to 77s. per week,
and it wag therefore also decided to frame
the 48-hour week schedules on the new
basis.

It seems to e elear that the intention is
that this officer shall have the duty of de-
ciding on labour questions. From the report
i% appears that his duties are likely to be ¢ven
greater this ycar than in the previous year.
In view of that, T fail to see how it iz pos-
sible for Mr. Munt o act on the lines indi-
cated by the member for Katanning. It
seems to me, however, that the Public Service
Commissioner, having been relieved of all
those duties and responsibilities, should find
time to make the inquiries suggested by the
member for Katanning.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He doees.

Mr. A, Thomson: In his report he says it
is impossible.

Mr. PICKERING :
Commisgioner says—

During the past 12 months eomparatively
little has been dopne in the way of reorgan-
isation, owing to the demands of the appeal
board and the neeessity for devoting o
large proportion of the time at my disposal
to ordinary administrative duties requiring
my attention.

1 hope that insterd of giving bis attention to
extraneous matters, the Public Service Com-
missioner will henceforth perform the duties
for which he was specially appointed, rather
than trust to the Under Secretaries,

The Premier: They must manage their de-
partments,

Mr. PICKERING: There has been evi-
dence of lack of management hy the Under
Secretaries.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Public Service
Commissioner mnst be guided by the Under

The Publie Service



- [25 OcronEr, 1922.] 1223

Secretaries, who are the managers ot the de-
partments.

The Premier: Apparently they have no re-
sponsibility at all.

Mr. PICKERING: TFrom his last two re-
ports it appears that the Publie Service Com-
ntigsioner’s attention has been devoted not to
the Public Service but to the wages section
of Government employees.

Amendment put and negatived.
Vote put and passed.

Vote — Government Motor
£1,164:

Mr. A. THOMSON:
give any explanation of this vote?
there are some particulara,

The Premier; What particulars do you

Car Serviee,

Cannot the Premier
Surely

want?

Mr. A, THOMSON: We have here large
expenditure.

Mr, Davies: But less than last year.

Mr. A, THOMSON: B8till, there is no harm
in knowing how the money is spent.

The PREMIER: There is no harm in ask-
ing for that information. The member for
Katanning knows as well as anyhody else
how the money is expended. He knows that
in conneetion with his own business motor
cars must be used. The same thing applies
to the Government service. We have quite
a number of departments using the cars and
involving trips of inspeciion and so forth.

Mr. A. Thomson: Are they all out of
this?

The PREMTER: Ves.

Mr, A. Thomson: That is useful informa-
tion. '

The PREMIER: Where clse could it come
from?

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Cannot the member
for Katanning see that there are recoups
from the other departmentsy

Mr. LUTEY: Are reports received from
the various departments as to the distance
travelled, expenses and so fortht

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. LUTEY: Are the police department
carg separate from this listy '

The Premier: Yes, they atc separate.
Vote put and passed.
Vote—DPrinting, £70,584—agreed to.

Vote—Tourist and Publicity Burean,
£1,507:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would like some in-
formation regarding the activities of this
department. Judging from the advertise-
ments in the newspapers this depurtment is
branching out in a most liberal and, I
should say, expensive method of promoting
its work. I suppose it is right that there
should be a director. Every State devoles
a econsiderable amount of publicity to its
tourist resorts, and there is the desire to
make out reserts attractive, not only to
visitors bui to our own people as well, I
am not too sure that this department is not
attempting to get ahead of itself. It would

appear that there is an attempt to force
tours upon people. Many towns have been
visited by the director during the year and
their beauties and attractions have been
emphasised,

Mr. Davies: Very often those visits have
been at the request of the various towns.

Hon. P, COLLIER: No doubt the towns
will request anything that means Govern-
ment expenditure and no expense tq, them-
selves. Some towns in Western Ausiralia
live by robbing pecple for about three
months in the year. The only sourece of
income they have is derived from robbing
visitors during the holiday season.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That is done all the
world over,

Hon. P. COLLIER : There i3 no doubt
about that, I do not like to mention any
towns, but I have one or two jun mind. I
do not know that the financiai position ai
present warrants the spending of any money
in scouring round looking for hills and dales,
lakes or rivers that may be attractive to
people during the holiday scason.

Mr. A. Thomson: It is better to keep the
money in the State than to allow people
to go to the East.

The Premier: Wt have mixed bathing at
South Fremantle!

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have heard a lot
about what are described as triangle tours,

The Minister for Agriculture: Four days
for a ‘‘fiver’’!

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are orgamised
by the Tourist Department and we some-
times see that after advertising them for a
fortnight, they have been abandoned as the
patronage was not sufficient.

Mr. Davies: There was good reasen for
the abandonment of the last tour.

Hon. M. . Troy: What was the reason?

Mr. Davies: A dry season in the North
for one thing.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Why not let the people
see what a dry season is like in the North?

Hon. P. COLLIER: We might pay atten-
tion te those holiday resorts that are
accepted by the people as desirable places
for holiday purposes, but I do not know that
we should inereasec our cxpenditure in an
endeavour to open up new holiday resoris
that may be costly. I want to be assured
that tbe expenditure in connection with
this department is justificd.

The PREMIER: I think the money in-
volved is well spent and that people should
know more of the advantages and beauty
of their State. It is astonishing that people
do not know of those beanties, Very few
people know how beautiful some parts of
the district surrounding TFremantle really
are. The Swan River is attractive and pro-
vides a great deal of pleasure for very many
people but all ¢annot be accommodated
there. The money expended by the depart-
ment i8 more than reconped by the
additional railway revenue, derived not only
from visitors but from our own people.
There are many beauty spots in Western
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Australia that are worth visiting and [
think the people should realise the advant-
ages this State possesses. They should be
encouraged to spend their money in West-
ern Auvstralia instead of going elsewhere.

Mr. PICKERING: I wish to devote &
word of praise to the officer ¢ontrolling the
Tourist Department. I am satisfied he is
fully seized with the beauties of the eleec-
torate* of Sussex and the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition apply in ne way
to Buasselton.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh, no!

Mr. PICKERING: The yearly increase in
the number of visitors to that resort is a
suflicient refutation of such a statement, If
the townsgpcople of Busselton acted as the
Leader of the Opposition indicated, we
would not have our aecommodation over-
taxed. In developing the beauty spets of
our State, we are keeping in line with the
Easterr States and New Zealand. The
Tourist Department is warranted by the
increased revenne brought to the railways
and other public conveniences.

Mr. MUNSIE: I have no fault to find
with the officers of the Tourist Department.
In Western Australia we have some of the
finest pleasure resorts to be found in the Com-
monwealth, but we have some of our best re-
sorts that are absolutely neglected. Has the
FPremier any information to give the Com-
mittee regarding extra accommodation to be
provided at the Cave House, where, as soon
as the warm weather sets in, the manager has
to refuse applications for accommodation.

The Premier: That will always be so.

Mr. MUNSIE: Two years ago, we discussed
this matter and promises were made that al-
terations would be effeeted at the Cave House.
Can the Premier inform the Committee
whether anything hag been donef Tt seams
to me that the ofticers of the Tourist Depart-
ment are trying to popularise unpopular trips
as against doing somcthing to popularise
further the wmore popular resorts that we
have.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I should like to
know if this department is responsible for
defacing the railway carriages with a lot of
cheap advertisements.

The Premier: No, that is done by the Rail-
way Department,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Well, the placards,
or some of them, are advertising the Tourist
Department. Railway ecarriages ought not
to be disfigured in that way.

Hon. P, Cotlier: Yt displays the taste ol
an aborigine. They have somebody’s becr
advertised all over the dining cars.

The PREMIER: I agree that it amounts
to a defacement, but the respongibility is with
the Railway Department. I will mention it to
the Commisioner of Railways.

Mr. A, THOMSOX : There is one direction
in which the department might extend its ar--
tivities. A Jarge number of passenger steam-
ers come to Fremantle, and people getting off
those boats for a few honrs know not where to
go for a little trip. I have had the pleasure
of directing some of them to Point Walisr

[COUNCIL.] .

and other ugreeable places. If a little tourist
literature were distributed on those boats, it
would be an advantage. The expenditure in-
currcd in printing would be more than re-
couped in railway and tramway fares

Voto put and passed.

Vote, Literary nand Seientific
£9,250—agreed to.

Progress reported.

Grants,

PATERS—AUDITOR GENERAL'’S RE-
PORT, PUBLIC ACCOUNTS,

Hon. ', COLLIER: 1 should like to know
when the report of the Auditor General will
he made available. I think we ought to have
it hefore we procced very far with the discus-
sion of the Estimates. Also, the Premier
might tell us when the Public Accounts, us-
uully presented with the Estimates, will be
made available.

The PREMIER: 1 will ingnire, and will let
the hon. niember know.

Houwse adjourned at 10.36 p.m.

Legislative Council,

Thursday, 26th October, 1922,
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The PPRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan., audl read prayers.

QUESTION -~ GERALDTON BOAT SLIP.

Hon. T. W, HICKEY asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, Tn view of the faet that the
answers given to the questions asked by the
Hon. J. Mills in vonnection with the Geraldton
boat slip arc in direct opposition to the stale-
ments made hy loenl residents, will he state
the source from which he received bis infor-
mation? 2, Ts he aware that two or more
boats are abrolutely prohibited from going



